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THE EXECUTION OF REBELLIOUS CHILDREN
(Part 2)

Summery of the First Half of the Sermon

If it is possible for children to become w rebellious and

incorr~ible that they must be put to dasth, let us ieam
fmm this how sarious a matter it is to be a parimt. If God
has honored us by giving into our care cnwtums made in
His own i~e, we must be especially caretii to bring them

up prvpariy, not nqiacting their @irittmi instmction, nor
excusing their sins, but correcting tham gently,patiently,

firmly, and constantly. ll$is is the duty of both father and

mother, and the chiid must submit to both, and not despim
‘L his mother.

Stubbornass is patiiculariy mentiontxl in the law, since it

is not svme particular sin which is punished by daath, but

rather the wnm”stent and wiilfui refusal of the youth to

receive cornxtion. Them must be a mntintwl pattern of

mbeiiion, tiich can be characterized as stubborn-

Parwts must be patient, and not exptwt their children to

change into saints ownight.
It is the parents who bring the chwpe. This WW God%

witiom, since parents wili be reluctant to dastmy their OM

fiash and biood, and so it wili be a fitting tastimony to a
wn% wickedness if his OM parents tasti~ against him.

Aiso, this teaches us that the parents had better be abie to

testi~ that they have mamd the chiid in a Godly manner,

ibr if they have bean iax in their duties they are eqmlly
responsible fbr the wickadhass of the child, and ought to be

punished aio~ with him.]

(

CXamctadstice of lncorn@ibility

Here is made mention of M vices. “tirson is a g/utton

and a drunkatw. ” Does this mean that other vices ought not
to be corrected? No, but under these two kinds, God meant
to show that fathers and mothers ought to bring up their

children in all virtue and honesty. For under gluttony and

drunkenness, tie meant to comprehend all bosenms of life.

JIf gluttony be punished, what is to be done to other, much

more heinous things? What shall become of whoredom,
theft, and perjury? Whet shall become of other similar

things? God then does not restrict this law to these two

vices, but intends to show generaliy that all fathers and
mothers ought to have a vigilant eye to the lifestyles of

their chiidren; and that if they find any misbehavior or
dissoluteness in them, they must endeavor to reform them

and to bring them beck again from their evii ways. So much

for one point.5

To be short, it is the same es if He had said that if there

be any private faults in children their fathers and mothers

must have a vigilant eye upon them end reciairn them again,

that they not grow into desperate eviis. For what a

monstrous thing it is, that a men should mar his child by

beering with him in some particular fault! One evii wouid
draw on a hundred more after it, and so the chiid should be

lost and undone. Men therefore must take good heed and

prevent the danger, that their chiidren do not grow worse
and worse, end that the overbooking of one fault make
them not to fell into another. For if men allow gluttony

and drunkenness in their children, those vices are iii enough

in themselves, but yet in the end a glutton becomes a swine,
and will be altogether unprof itebie. And even if there were

no more in it except the intemperate abusing of God’s

creation, that were stiil too much.

Whet is drunkenness? It is a kind of beastishness that

bereeves men of the grace which God bestowed on them in
nature. A glutton, being an idle and unprofitable sioth, and

having spent all his substance on beliyfare, must needs fali

to steaiing when he wants something to furnish his excess.

But a drunkard is yet worse. The world sees these evil

activities. Therefore, we had better prevent them, and take

steps beforehand that such mischiefs not come to pass.
Notwithstanding, it is here shown how men tumble out

5 Calvin might have noted, though he clearly takes it for granted,
that the “child” in thislpessage of Scripture isobviously old enough
to be a habitual glutton and drunkard; not a smell child. In his
CommantarV, Calvin summarizesthe point thus, “But although
thosa were condemned who were addicted to other vices also, yet
Moses expressly mentions duttona and drunkards, to show that,
although no capital crime were alleged, still, dissolute profligacy was
sufficient, if tha son could not be correcttd by his parents; for it is
plain that those are in a desperate state who heva so cast away
submissivenessand shame as to receive no profit f mm the edmo 9i-
tions of their parents.”



of one evil into another until they come to deadly ruin. If a

child be a glutton or a drunkard in his youth, men will say

that they are evil touches,but they will bear with them and

not regard them to be deadly sins. But we see the end result
of such ways. If gluttony be not reformed in them, so that

they @w@e in their stubbornness, at length they must be

deliverd into the hand of the judge and be put to death.

Seeing it is sb, let us beware that we do not flatter

ourselws, but whenever there is any vice in us, let us assure
ourselves that if stubbornness be matched with it, we shall

wow every day more willful and hardhearted,insomuch
that a fault which is counted but small before men, and as

it were a venial sin, will become an intolerable crime. Now

it is God Who says so. Therefore, let us learn to examine

ourselves, and when we perceive any vice in us, let us

endeavor to amend it, for fear lest it throw us down

headlong altogether, and finally sink us into such a state

that there remain no more punishments but the last, that is

to say, the mortal and deadly punishment. Thus much
concerning that point.

The Duty of Children

Now let us treat of the duty of children toward their

fathers and mothers. Indeed it is desirable above all else

that children were of themselves so wise and well-advised

that they did not wx their fathers and mothers in teaching

them, and especially in chastising them for their faults. And

truly, were our natures so well ruled as they ought to be, a

child would not tarry until he were rebuked or compelled,

but rather would think to himself, “alas, to what end do I

Iiw in this world?” And on the one hand he would consider

thus, “God has set me here, to be served and honored by
me, and also to obey my father and mother, whom He has

giwn to me to that end. If they reap nothing but sorrow by

my ways, it had been better for me to have died before I

was born, that the earth might haw swallowed me up.”
After that manner ought a child to think.

But inasmuch as youth lacks discretion, and children are

not so reformable of themselves as we should like, at least

let them allow themselves to be governed by others. And if

their father detect any vice in them, let them acknowledge

it when they be put in mind of it, and not only confess the
misdeed, but also reform it. For it is but hypocrisy when a

child holds on to his prodigality after he has made a

pretence of repentance by humbling himself before his

father. If he does not change his ways but continues in his

waywardness, he has lied before God and mocked his fathec

Therefore, if a, child has done amiss, or sees himself

subject to any vice, and God is so gracious to him that he

has a father or mother, then let him consider thus with

himself: “Consider, God stretches out His hand to me to

help me, for what are my parents but the hands of God,

and His instruments with which lie intends to pursue His

ends, to guide me into the way of right living? For when I
see my father and mother endeavoring to correct my vices,

I hwst needs set myself against Gcd and defy Him openly if

my rebellion is not abated and forced down, so that I

rweive their correction.”

And surely, children ought to understand that this chain

of command over us is the most amiable in all the world; I

mean the superiority which our parents have over us, For

although kings, princes, and magistrates are to be revered,

yet that kind of superiority is not so amiable. A man will be
ashamed to be corrected by his prince, or by his superior

who wields the sword of justice; but if a father speaks to his -
son, indeed and smites him es well, it.is no shame at aJl for

the child to submit to him, ewn if the father do him wrong .

or revile him, saying, “You villain, you graceless rogue, you
deserve to be hanged! What are you doing? When you have

slain me with ~rie~ and sorrQw of mind, then you have to

call down God’s wngeance upon yourself!” When the

father uses such rough language towards his child, and the

child humbles himself under it, and holds his tongue

without replying against him at all, then it will be a great

honor (or benef it-J. B,J.) to him to have received correc-

tion at his father’s hand, and to have been touched by him

after that fashion, Now then, since we see that this

superiority which God has giwn to parents is a thing which

we ought ewn naturally to have in high esteem, then if a

child does not submit but stiffens his neck at all the

warnings that are given him, showing himself brazen-faced

and utterly past shame, so that he does not regard what his

parents say to. him, but wrings his groin at theme for

putting him in mind of his faults; is he not quite and

completely past grace? Whet more can a men say, or hope
for at the hand of such a person?

Now then, let children have regard concerning this, and

let them also note that the commandment to honor father

and mother is the first commandment that is giwn in the

second table, and the only commandment of the law that -
has any promise, I mean special promise, as St Paul declared

(Eph. 6:2). And hereby we are put in mind that such as
scorn to honor their parents not only despise God, but also
show t~ir unbelief in mocking at all His promises, and in

willfully refusing and casting away all His blessingq as if
they should say, “I care not for any prospering by God’s

grace. I will have none by that means.” And to prove that

this is so, God, having said that we must honor our father

and mother, adds, “to the end that you may Iiw long in the

land which the LORD your God gives you:’ as if lie should

say, “Do not expect that 1 should prosper you or bless you

except on this condition, that you obey your fathers and
mothers:’ Now, as for those that harden themselves, do

they not show that it is all the same to them whether they

be deprived of God’s blessing or not? And that is an

intolerable unthankful ness.
Moreowr, let us also note, that where God speaks of the

honoring of wr fathers and rncthers, He does not mean

ceremoniousness, but that children should think to them-

selws thus: “God has giwn me a father and a mother,
intending that 1 should be ruled by their hand and live

under their direction.” The honor, then, which a child owes

to his parents does not consist in some ceremonious and

counterfeit humility, but in behaving himself meekly, in

allowing them to have rule owr him, and in being com-
pliant to reformation when his parents tell him of his faults,

~hese are the things that children ought to regard, but

6 I hew not been able to discover the precise meening of this
colorful expression, but its generel drift is clew enough-JBJ.



especially religion.
For often fathers and mothers deserw well to be

disobeyedby their children. And indeed, they cannot serw
God except by disobeying their fathers and mothers. If
there be any man so wicked that he would have his son
giwn to craftiness, to lewdness, to unthankfulness, to

WIW, ~ to -W; what a monstrws thing that
would be! And yet we seea number of fathers, who hew
been despisemof God all their lives tong, and who seek to
bring up their childran in their own school. A father will
say to hisson,”1 will renounceyou if you are not like nm”
Suchcursadwordsshallwe hearmen speak.A man who has
been a whoremongerand hasinfacted a whoki country with
his filthiness throqhout his whole life, or a blasphemer,or
a drunkard, will needshaw his sonto be like himself. NW
in such cases children must disobey their parents, for
otherwise they cannot obey God. And therefore St. Paul,
speakingof the honor and obedience that chiidren should
yield to their parents,adds this exception or footnote, “in
the Lord” (Eph. 6:1). For God mustalways havethe upper
hand.

And for the same reason I said earlier that the honor
which is required in the commandment of the law ought
ohiefly to be put into practioawhen fathers and mothersdo
their duty and endeavor to train up their children well, and
to correct their vices. Then must the children obey in
everything, assuringthemsehiesthat if they do not submit
both to the warnings and to the chastisementsof their
parents, and reform themselws thereafter when they hear
tMr vices condemned, they show themselws to be dis-
obedient both to God and to the order of nature.

D& the Only Avper Rmkhment fw lnaur&ibility

So that children do not giw in to the inclination to
excuse their sins,and tell themselvesthat it is only a light
fault to disobey their penmts, here God condemns such
disobedienceto death. It is God Who giws this sentence,
not man. And He says that it is an unpardonable fault,
when a child is so hardheati that his parents’corrections
cannot prevailwith him.7

Why sucha sewre penalty? We must ewr oomeback to
this point, that sucha person is a monster,and whatsoewr
is againstnature we ought to loathe and abhor. And there
can be no doubt but that God’scurseand wmgaancawould
be kindled against us, if we should put up with what is
againstnature.

Now if a child will not hear his father and his mother,
when God vouchsafesto givehim gowrnors at home to tail
him his ,faults,his despisingof them isa manifestdespising
of God. Why? BecauseGod has printed His mark upon the
father and mother, to the extent that if there be any
religion, the same must be acknowledged in the personof
the father and mother. Eventhe wry heathenhadacommon
sayingamcerning the obediencewhich they yielded to Gd
and to their parents. As if they should say (as nature had

7 F~m t~ Q---Y, “1n sum,MmJSdeclaresthet thoseare
deservingof dwth who ●re of such e stubborn and intractable
dispositionesto rejecttheeuthority of their fetherend nmther,and
to holdthem in contempt.”

taughtthem), that fathers and mothers bear the imageof
God in this world, and he who hasany religion in him, and
acknowledgesany sowreign majesty and submits himself
thereto, must needs also obey his father and mther. The
wry heathen spoke after this manner, and it was their
common style. Now then, if we do not receive this
instruction, must it not necesmdly follow that we are
altogether destitute of sense? Graatly ought we to be.
ashamed,to be taught in the schoolof the heathento know
our duty!

Therefore (as I said before), let children know that it is
no Ii$w fault nor easy to be pardoned, when they are
disobedient to their fathers and mothers. Why? Because
they pmessad the instinct of nature, which they ought to
haw followed. And therefore it isan unpardonablecrime to
disobey a man’s father and mother, according to what is
said in another place, “He that smites his father or his
mother shall die the death without favor” (Ex 21:15). If
one strikes another man, well he shall be punishedfor it;
but if he beat his father or his mother, it isasmuch as if he
had killed a man, else there would be no order or reasonin
nature.

And why is that? Let us always haw an eye to the
groundwhich God hassetdown in nature, namely, that it is
the same as if a man would confound heawn and earth
together when he setshimself againsthisfather and mother.
And this sarws to hold children in awe, if they haua any
spark of mildness in them, and if they are not utterly
unreformtie so that Satan posmses them utterly. This is
the thing which we haw to keep in mind from this text.

7he F&hood of God

Since, howewr, the time will not allow me to speak as
much.about this as I had planned,we will now come to the
conclusion, which is, that .if the dlsobedie~ which is
committed againstthe fathers of this world issogrievously
punished by God’s law, what shall become of men when
they will not hear the voice of their heavenly father? True
it is that here God speaksof the correctionswhich proceed
from Himself, for when a man nuttures his child, he is
God’s minister in that relationship, and his voice is not the
voiceof man but of God. But yet when God declaresafter a,
more manifest fashion that it is He Who gaw His law, so
that we haw His holy writ, where we may hear His
heawniy voice; that is a voice of more authority than the
speakingof a father or a mother at home in their house.

Again, we come to the Church, where God’s Word is
phad unto us, and God hasdedicated that place●nd the
pulpit to deliwr out His Word to be heard, as though He
were there in His own Person.Seeingthen that God’sWord
is set down for us in the Holy Scripture, and prwchad unto
us, are they not to be rejected as monsters,and in no wise
to be allowed, who disobey the sameand make no account
of it? And if men bear with them, is it not a procuring of
God’s wrath? When rejection of God’s Word hasiurked for
a while among us, in the end it must betray itself, and we
will feel to our cost what it is to haw maintained evii
wiiiingiy and wittingiy.

Sothen, let us always make thk comparison.Saeh I that



Finally, let us mark how it is said here w sha// you put
avb7awy ftom among you; and all had shall hw, and
fw. Here our Lord repeats what we have heard before,
which is that when outmpus crimeswe permitted among
us, it is the next step to infect us, and we see that it only
takes a little leavento soura whole lump of dough. Beyond
the fact that we behold it in God’s Word, experience also
shows it to us. And therefore let magistratesbe vigilant in
rooting out wickedness,and in punishing men’s faults as
they deserve. If there be need of man’scorrection, let it be
had, and let this extremity of putting men to death always
be prevented. But if the crime be unpardonable,then must
severity and rigor be used. For if wickednessbe willingly
fostered,men shallseein the end what the fruit of it is.

Also let us take warning from this, to benefit oursehms
by the exampleswhich we seebefore our eyes, that when
any punishment is executed by order of law, we may
understand that God teachesus at other men’s cost, and
therefore we ought to have regard for it. Moreover, If
magistratesand judgesare herecalled of God, and expressly
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God will be acknowledgedin His creaturesaccordingto the
degreewhich He has given to eachof them, and seeingalso
that He will have those to be obeyed which are in placesof
preeminence,so that the rest must receivetheir correction
and submit themselvesto them; it is much more obvious
that He Himself should be heard and obeyed when He
speakswith His own holy mouth, which thing He does
when we read tha Holy Scripture, and when we hear His
Word pmeched. For inasmuchasHe hasset this order in His
Church, that they who preach His Word should represent
the personof His Son, can we say that it is a light fault to
despise God’s majesty and make no reckoning of the
hearingof His Word. Then let us look well to it. ‘

77MDuty of M@stmtts

commanded by Him to punish the d“tiknce that is
committed againstearthly fathers and mothers, let usmark
that whenever there is any manifest contempt of God, any
irreligiosity, or any opposition to HisWord, suchthingsare
much lessto be put up with. It is rank treasonagainstGod, _
which He will not leaveunpunished.

And therefore let all magistrates,and all those who are
set in the place of government to e~ute justice, under-
stand that God commendsHis own honor to them above all “
else, and that they must be vigilant chiefly@ that matter.
Similarly all of us together ought to show by our dokgs
that our whole desireis for God to reignamong us,and that
we would not have His Word to be despisedand scorned,
butrather reveredas it ought to be. So let usshowthis zeal,
if we will haveour Lord to blessand prosperus.

mlyar

Now let us kneel down in the presenceof our good God
with acknowledgement of our faults, praying Him to
vouchsafeto tame us, that even though we are inclined to
much wretchednessand corruption, at least we may not
become stubborn and unreformable; but that when we are
warned by His Word, we may every one of us humble
ourselvas,and quietly take the yoke which He lays upon
our shoulders,and patiently bear the correctionswhich He
lays upon us by men, especially by those to whom He has
given the chargeto guide and govern us, so that eveW one
of us, acknowledginghimself to be subjectto hissuperiors,
may yield God His due obedience, and in no wise tarry
until we are compelled and spurred, but receive the warn- -
ingsthat are given us (from whatever sourcethey come), as
the warningsof God, knowing that all truth isof Him, and
that by such meansalso He procuresour salvation. That it
may pl~e Him to grant this grace,not only to us,but also
to all the nationsand peoplesof the earth; etc.
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