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& NEHEMIAH (1[)

m Me8tfy  Genealogy
Jeehua th high priest. who returned with Zerubb@af,

~ not.a
““”*W “-’m” ‘---M’---his-fattier, e ozaihk, was t5k6iTinto Captwlty (t Chron.

6:15). Thus was 50 years before the decree of Cyrus (2
Kings 25:18-22, by implkation). Jehozadak’s  father Seraiah,
slain by Nebuchadnezzar (2 Kings 25:18-22), was high
prfest at the time, so his father hariah (1 Chron. 6:14)
was already dead. Thus, Seraiah was pmbabfy in his 50s
or 60s, which woutd put his efdeet son Jehozadak  in his
30s or 40s. Accordingly, it is likely that Jeshpa was born
before the, ,@@Mty. It is possible that Jeahua was born in
captivity, but he woufd still be fairly old by the ebdh year
of Darius, 21 years after the return, 71 years after the cq-
tivity. To be on the safe etde, we shafl put his age at 80
in the 6th year of Darius, 21 years after the return.L Jeehua’s eon was Joiakim (Neh. 12:10).  He was hqh
priest in the days of Ezra and Nehemiah (Neh. 1226). Ac-
cording to the fong chronology, Nehemiah ardved in Jeruaa-
Iem 70 years later than the sixth year of Darius, whti
would mean that Joiakim was born when his father was
very old indeed, or else that there is gap (aha, bteesed
gaps!) in the geneakgy.  Gaps do appear in geneafo@es
(though not in chronologies) in the Ofd Testament, but
given the tremendous importance placed on the geneakgi-
cal records of the prfests and Levites in Ezra and Ne-
hemiah, it is very unlikely that there is any gap here (Ezra
2:62; Neh. 12:22).

high prfeat.  (Note, though Johanan  and Jonathan kok simi-
Ia; in English, they are definitely not the same name in
Hebrew.)

.Rw.m+  ..to..~

younger brother, because tatters from the Jewish colony
at Elephantine mention Johanan as a high priest in the
14th and 17th years of Darius’s reign. tf Johanan had been
a son of Joiada, this would be impossible. According to
Ezra .10:6, Johanan atready had a room in the Tempts pre-
cincts in the 7tt! year of Darius, so he must have been at
least a late teenager at this time.

There is ptenty of time for all WIS in the short chronol-
ogy. Here Isa possible chronokgy:

Darius yr. 6 Jeshua  age 80, dies; Joiim 60; Eliaahib
40; Joiada 20; Johanqn 18

Darius yr. 7 Johanan 19, has room in Temple (Ezra.
10:6)

Darius yr. 14 Johanan, age 26, has titfa of h~ priest,
according to Elephantine letters. Johanan
could have been apprenticing at WIS age
(Num. 8:24, assuming that thk mfe  for
the Levites appiii to the priests as well).

Darfus  yr. 17 Johanan, age 29, has title of high ptiest,
accmfing to Elephantine letters.

Darius yr. 20 Nehemiah arrives; Joiakim 74; Eliashib
54; Joiada 34; Johanan 32; Joiada’s un-
named son (Jonathan?) 14.

Darius w. 33 Nehemiah’s second visit; Eliashib 67;

ier to account for- tiis gene~y on the basis of the short
chronokgy. Old Jeehua  died immediately after the Tempte
was dedicated, which means that his eon Jofakim took over
at the time Ezra arrived a year later. (The death of the
high priest is significant in establishing the nation; see
Num. 35:28; Num. 20:22 – 21:3; Josh. 24:33. The appar-
ent fact that Jeshua’s life spanned the entire captivRy-
punishment of Israel adds an additional dimension to
Zechariah 3.)

Joiakim’s son was Eliashib (Neh. 12:10). Evidentfy, at
the time of Nehemiah (13 years after Ezra arrived) Joiakim
was already an old man, so his son Etiashib was helping
him as high priest (Neh. 3:1).

We are told of two sons of Eliashib: Joiada (Neh.
12:10),  who sewed first as high priest, and Johanan (Neh.
12:23;  Ezra 10:6),  who sewed with and after him.

— One of Joiada’s aone, unnamed, was afrwdy married
when Nehemiah returned for his last visit about 13 yeara
later (Neh. 13:28). We know that Jolada had a eon named
Jonathan, who is not listed in Nehemiah 12:22 aa eetving

(Jonathan?), married, 27; Jaddua 2.

According to Joeephus (Antiquities 11:7-8), Jaddua was
still high priest when Alexander the Great arrived at Jerusa-
lem, whkh if we take Daniel’s 70 weeks of years Iiterafly,
was about 85 years after this. Jaddua woukf be close to
90 years old. Accordhg to Josephus, he died shortly after
WIS event. Josephus is not a completely refiable historian,
so we have to take his statements cum grano salis. He
also telta us of an aged Sanballat  who was operating at
the time Afexander arrived on the scene. Since the San-
ballat of Nehemiah was in offii in Dartus yr. 20 (short
chronokgy),  he would have to be at least 30 at that time,
and thus about 130 when Alexander arrived. There are
other confusions in Joeephus’s account of this period as
well. Perhaps, though, among all his confusions Joeephus
haa it right about Jaddua’s living to see Alexander.

There was a Jewish cokny in Egypt on an island in
the Nife calfed in Greek Elephantine. Archaeofogiats have

fe ad-



hemlaha bmthef? Neh. 12!); San&smt  (Neh. 31) (Pap@
21-22,3Q-34).  SeoaUs@the pnssantscho&fy opinion lsfhat
Ezraand  Mhemiahlhfedi  nthetfme o f  Artaxerxea
LOn@nam, itkaasumed thatthe Darfueofths  Rephan-
t&iaf%IPYR muatbe Darius H,whofoMowad  @@man@.
Intefme oflhestrott  chmdogy,  howevar, these lettere
ehaildbe un&aWxf  ashavtng been written inthe tima
of Darius the Great.

ft is interesting to notice that in Elephantine Papyrus
No. 21 we have a letter to the head of the Elephantine
cofony,  Yedoniah,  from Hananiah, who might be Ne-
hemiah’s brother. The letter instructs them that King Dar-
ius had ordered in his 5th year that the Jews were to cete-
brats Passover. This squares vefy nicety with Ezra 5.

lhe Ezra Qwatlon
Aswesaw above, theh@priest  atthetfme Nebucha&

nezzar destroyed Jerusalem was Seraiah, and he was
kilfed at that time. He was the father of Jeehua, who 71
years later presided over the Passowr in the 6th year of
Darius (Ezra 6). If we compare the genealogy of the high
prfasts in 1 Chronicles 6:3-15 with the genealogy of Ezra
in Ezra 7:1-5, we find that Ezra was a member of the high
Wf@@fY family. His geneafogy is identical wfth that of
Safalah, and ha is said to be a son of Seraiah (Ezra 7:1).
We have supposed that Jeshua was 30 in the 6th year of
Darfus.  The youngest Ezra could poaslbfy be at that time
is 71, assuming he was born the year hs father died.

Long chronologists argue that Ezra tii in the time of
Artaxerxes Longimanus, not in the time of Datius the Great.
Thus, theysuppose agapbetweenseraiah  and Ezrain
the genealogy of Ezra 7:1. They defend this supposition
by pointing to the fact that there is a definite gap Mwaen
Azarfah ad Meraioth in Ezra 7:3 (cp. 1 Chron. 6:3-15).  If
there is one gap in Ezra’s genealogy, they point out, they
may Welf be another.

Let us see, howemr, whether the short chronology can
swcee#uHy overcome the supposed gap between Seralah
and Ezra. Ezra was still atii in the 20th year of Darius,
when NehemM anlved, making him at least 65 years old.
Ezrawas present atthededication of the WSHbuiit under

w.itady took52 days forth falftobe rabu2t(Neh.
6w3~sot hatitwas buHtinthevsryyesr  NehernMar-
ffved&l Jawadem. mEzrawas  65p Oldafthfs
time. Thisisposdbfe,  andmnom~.  *q
thesonof-andl  lrothw’@”qw*~ -

lsthisacorm@mcwdmU@,?d-t_* ~

totakea  fottongar than52tiays’b- @t=up a“*_ ---’
a city. Nehemiah 5:14 says that Nebmiah wasim Jerusa-
lemfor12years. Hiseolemisskm wasto rabuikfthewaH,
andthere isnoreason whyhewoufd haverernahdfn
thecity for12years after rabuildingit. afOm het@ths
Ki~,Neh~~tMhim*~titi*@ti
the watl, and promised to return (Neh. 25). Since Ne-
hemiah stayed in Jerueafem  12 years, it onty rna@s sense
thathetold theking itwoukf  take12 years-to *the
wall .ttismor  ereasonabt atoassum athat  ittook12 years
forthawatlto  be rebuitt  .amidstop@tion. In NahemM
61weread  that”no  breach remainedin it[thewalil al-
_hatiattim lMmt~tupti-in-~.”
Then in 6:15- read. “the WSH was compfeted on the
25th of Elul, in 52 days.” Thus, a simple mnsec@w. raad-
ing of Nehemiah 5-6 indiites that it took “12 years for the
wall to be ~ up, and another 52 days to -Qet me.~rs
in the gates erected. After this there was a ~-c&e-
monyand thafeastoftabm@aa (Neh. 7-%?), and then
Nehemiih returned to Persia, hm task compfeM.

If this interp%tation is comect, then Ezra was atii in
the 32d year of Darius. In terms of our suggested recon-
struction of events, he woukt  be 97 years okf at thii time.
This is barety possibfe. Obvtously,  thii is not a very strong
argument for the short Chronobgy. The bng chrondq
saysthat there isagspof oneor rnoreg6nerations be-
tween Seraiah and Ezra, to bring us down tothe reignof
Artaxerxes  Longimanus.  The shori chronology can get
around theneed foragap  onfybysaykrg that Ezra Hved
to be at least 65, or more Iikety 97. The short-chronologist -
has to admit that there may MI be a gap between Seraiah
and Ezra, espsciaHys incetherelsagap  between Memioth
and Azariah in Ezra 7:3 (CP. 1 Chmn. 6:3-15).

(70 be confhed)
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