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CHRONOLOGIES AND KINGS (1)
by Jarnes13. Jofdan

wehawoom#sd ourweran  sunfeyof  Bibhcatchro- @tmateueu rpamofhls*.#ns -  Wentout
mtugy,  isndnawtutnto adstewe%mmatbd fil!sa- afhiaway toalxord saulraapect as#e Lod’s anomed

–  “=HRma%m~-- — —
The first piec80fchm@o@@  Wormabn wehaVeregard-
i!lgteraef’s kingeie vat-yclypti c,anditsenles Ssengukfe
10tha -mtapMon ofeomelater cryptic Verses Wesheti
findaswagoalong.

lSanMIef 13:1 Mtera#y says: ’’A sonof oneyearwae
saulwhen  he became tdng, andtwoyaars here@ned OYer
lerael.” There are fY#moMollspnIMeme* this varee.
l%’at, howcoutd  Saul beUsVte&lg  whenhe wasonep
Old, srldeepecMy sincaheqbV&Q@y was much okter?
Second, howcanit  be@dthatsaut  only reigned two
years, whenokarty heraigned for marry more(ing
thewho4eihne Daufdwasine!xile)?

Theactual nunberof ysars saul reigned was40,ac-
-

-~@@-=@’W~~~rn*~ 1321: ’’And
than they aakedfor a~, and God gave thsm Saul the
eonOf Kiah, amanof&m  tribe 0f8enja@n, far40yeare.”
l%is Vemaeetuse theiarg&r ~-vbutit
forclsa wtocmsider  q@@sattodowithl SanUlel13:l.

OnasoMon,  wM#lws  Mr9intha New MmMonaf
Melon, is to assume thatl  Samuef13:l has bacornecor-
IUpksd in transnlMon. A faw late manuscripts of the Sep-
~ (~) -ft!tion of the Old Testament read that
saufwae 30years ofdwhenhe  beganto  reign, sothatie
howthe NfVrenders the first haff of the verse. Then, tsk-

b&had dropped outofthe  second half of lSarnuel13:l,
eothatit  aholddraad, ”and42 yeare hereignedoverfs-
lY3at.” The NtvfooWo@s -~the~~
aeaumad that Acte1321is  gMng around number when
itsayahe odyreignadf  orayeara.

If, howavar,  there isawayto interpret lsernuel  13:1
wHhoUtchang@ it, weehUMdo so. Besides, Sauimuet
have beenolder thanthirty atthktime,  becauae  he had
agrowneon, kmathan, wk+waeotd enough tosefvein
theawny withhim. sauJwas probabfy about 40 whenhe
~toreign, reQned40yeare, and diedat about8Ct
m~w.
_ Anatay (~ o f  the Old %wamenf, p.

164f.)pointa toabetter interpretation, butmtseeathenwk.
w#hmany oidermms@atm, hestatea thatsaut’s  two-
Y#rgkNVMmt  hefi*hele9MrMY nrled

remfder ofhlsreign, hesays,  ”are years
of&weq@zed atufik@inWe  tyranny ofsauf, the
Ul&lrgof DaVid’s #9rona, andti rejected dthekrd”

. ,

The first hatfofthe verse, Anatayrnaintaine, should not
betmskdad ”Aaonofone  yearwas Saulwhen  he began
rai@ng,” butr@her ”Aecmof one year wassautin  hii
@ W W f . ’ ’ h c @ , l ~ 1 3 1 m a a n a n a  thatsaul
haaatraady mignedons yaar, and has only Mmwete-
@matayaars toreign. Thisishow fhetmsMors  of the
-andneww-~a~ ~
*, forthey wmden9d ik”SaUl  reigned Oneyaar.”

ltistrUe  thatthe  phraae&en!Mad “whenhebegan
reigning, ”isweratfy  in Hebrew”f  hisreignhg, ”butthie
isthephrase  uesdawywhem atseinthe Otd TMaInent
todenote the beginning ofamarr%raign  (2 Samuet 2:10;
5:4; 1 Km 14:21;  etc.] Unfeasit nwans ~ etee
here, whiiiswhat Anatey~weahatf  &ave tolook
foranother  MqraMkm

so, tififat ofatf, whatdoseltmaan that Saul was
orMyone ysarotd  whsrlhe bEgarltoreign? The ~
ianathard f#3find. AslhaVe  shrMlekewhem,  Sal$ was
ack@adby SsmU@aa hisaonwk S=mJet~m
king(lsa#muef  los).  Thus, Said was eekltot minthe
Company of thepmpheta,  %ndwhois  their fathw?”(l
Samuel 10:12).  Their father was Samuet, and so at this
point Saul was adoptsd by Samuel. (For more information
onthia, andwhat itmeans forthe king tohavetheprophet
aahs~‘A Swdv intfumsn-
ity and the FsU, avaitable for $5.00 poe@aid from BibIii
~ c/o Jordan, 642 Brookhaven,  Nicevi}le, FL
32578).

After thkado@on, Saulwasmade a judge, andhe
defeated Nahash  (“serpent”) the Arnrnonite. After that vic-
toty, Saul was proclaimed king (1 Semual 11).

Nowweare  inapoaition  toundmtand the meaning
of 1 Samuel 13:la m context. It means that a year after
saut’sado@on bysemuet,  he became kirg “when hewas
Oneyaar  ofd.”miin tefpretationdoes  futtjuaticeto t h e
gmmmarof lsamuel  13:laewell asto its context.

Now, what about the second half of 1 Samuel 13:1?
What were Saul% two yeare of reign? Many older exposi-
torsltnk thishatfof theversewith  - 2,aothatitreade:
%ndwhen hehadreig nedtwoyear aover tarael, saul
chose . ...” Thieiealso  thewaythe  tranaMm of the
ytis- -.* - Verskma tookit-Theprobfem

tradakn .k, egain, thatthephraee  isa formule
ueedewywke afeeforthe aotuatlength ofafdng’sraign
(2 Sarnuef 25Q 5X; 1 Kings 1421; etc.).

Jarnestra@ath does notrnake



accesah, and the length of his reign?
Wehaveeeen thatincontext S&dcanpmperfy  besakt

tohavebeen  oneyear otdwhenhebecarne fdrq. Now,
thetext telfsue thathereigne  dforiwoyears. What hap-
penedd@ng theeetwo  yeara. Theevente  are recounted
in 1 Sam@  13-15, which record the three fafts of Saul.
At the end, after Saul’s third and finat rebellion against the
Lord, Samuel announced to him that the kingdom had
been taken from him, and that he had been rejected from
being king (1 Samuel 15:26-26).  Yet, even though Saul
was rejected at thk3 point from being king in a spiritual
sense, Samuel continued to treat Saul as king in a na-
tfonal sense (1 Samuel 15:30). Saul’s kingship was not il-
Iegaf (contrary to Anstey),  but It was assuredly doomed.

What we need to learn from this interpretation is this:
Sometimes the chmnotogy  will date a king’s regn not from
his natural birth, but from some other spiritual event in his
history, or in Israel’s history. Sometimes the length of a
king’s reign will be given in terms of something other than
his literal rule over the nation.

What this means for us is that we cannot simply run
through the text of Samuel, K~s,  and Chronicles and add
up years, assuming in every case that they measure the
Hteraf age of a man when he begins his reign and the
literal number of years he reigns. In most cases, of course,
euch a procedure is proper, but in evay case we have to
mad the information in context, comparing Scripture with
Scripture, and make sure that our interpretation is sound
before adding up the numbers.

Saul In Context
Back in Bib/ice/ Chono/ogy 2:2 (February, 1990), we

saw that from the time Israel mrrquered  Canaan to that
of Jephthah was 300 years (Judges 11:26), while the time
from the exodus (40 years before) to the fourth year of
Sobmon was 460 years (1 Kings 6:1). That leaves 140
years from Jephthah  to the fourth year of Solomon.

Subtract 40 for David’s reign, 40 for Sauf’s, and 4 for
Solomon’s, and we have 56 years left. There were 40
years of Philistine oppression at the beginning of this pe-

9* UP. Dub * second 20, Samuet and Same&
judged k3rael.T hebattleo fMizpaht  ookptaceimmadiaWy
after that, in the yeac Samuel died and dgh-e$tha-tlrne
Elon the, Zebuluriite, the northern”~ #sqdi@d@tidges  ~..
12:7-12).  That leaves 33 yqwe between lhe- fja@e of
Mizpah”and  thecsUof Sauf, and34~”%ntli ~lbe- ~
camekin  gatthe(adopte d)egeof oneymr.  Samuet was
74.

This means that Saul was pmbabfy born just before
the battfe  of Miipah. He grew up under the judgeship of
Samuel. Samuel was about 35 years older than ‘Saul.
Saul’s rejectii  of Samuef’s  counset becomes all the more
culpable in the light of this chmnofogii inwatigatbn.

David was 30 when Saul dd, so that DmAd was Mm
in the tenth year of Saul’s reign (2 Samuel 5:4). Samuet
was 64.. sa~. had already been rejected for eight years.
Since Jonathan was afready  a member of the army when
Saul was rejected, he must have been at feast 20 at that
time (Numbers 1 :3). Thus, Jonathan was about 26 when
Davtd was born. If David was anointed by Samuel at the
age of 10, this would be at the mid-point of Saul’s 40-year
reign, and Jonathan vuwtd be 36. Samuet was 94---

If David was 15 when he stew Gofhth, Jonathan ~
be43years okfatthe timeheand Davfd formed thefr
friendship. (we should note here that 1 Samuel 16:15-23
is placed in the text out of chronologii sequence. These
events happened after the defeat of Gofiath  in chapter 17.)
Samuel was 99.

David sewed as Saul’s armor bearer ‘for smsral @are,
and then joined the army at age 20. He became so popu-
lar that Saul drove him out into exile, probably at the age
of 23 or so. Samuel was 107. Jonathan would be @out
51 at that time. During David’s exile, Samuel died (1
Samuel 25:1 ), perhaps at the age of 110 (compare Joshua ~
24:29).

David became king when Saul died at the age of about -

60, and Jonathan died at the sanie time, at about 56 years
of age. Saul’s youngest son, Ishbosheth,  was 40 (1 Samuel
31:2; 2 Samuel 2:10).
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