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CHRONOLOGIES AND KINGS (Ill)
by Jemes B. Jordan

The chronology of the Kings of Judah and Israel can examine 1 Kings 1525 and 33. Verse 25 says that “Nadab
be dwided into three periods with dearly defined bounda- thesonof  Jemboam became ktngover laraelinthe2d
riea. The first rwiod bedns with the death of Sotomon and veerof Aaakino  of Judeh. andhe rekuwdowwtsrae12
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year of Asaklng
Jeroboam in the north (tsraet). It ends with the deaths of
Ahaziah of Judah and Jahoram of tarsal, both of whom were
slain by Jehu on the same occasion (2 ICmgs 9:24-27).

The second period begins at WIS point, when Jehu took
thethrone inthenorth and Athalii usurPed itinthesouth.
The end of this second period is the destruction of the
northern capital of Samaria, whkh is carefutiy  dated in
2 Kings 1810, “in the sixth year of Hezekiah, which was
the ninth year of Hoshea king of Israel, Samaria was
captured.”

The third period stetts  with the destruction of Samaria,
and the end of the northern kingdom of Israel, and traces

------ the history of Judah, the southern kingdom, down to the
destruction of its capital, Jemaalem.

A general prindpte in interpreting the chronological data
in the book of Kinga is this The years of Judah’s kings are
abaotute,  while those of Israet’s are relative. That is to say,
Rehoboam reigned 17 years, Abijam 3, and Ass 4t. Thess
periods are abaotute and wnsecuWe,  so that the total num-
berof years is 61. Thii meana that if Rehoboam died in
the middle of the year, that year is Rehoboam’s 17th and
Abijam’s Oth, or possibly Rehoboam’s uncounted 18th and
Abijam’s 1st. Similarly, the year Abijam died is his year
three, and Aea’s year zero. Thus, it might be possibte to

of Judah, Beaaha the an of Ahijah bec& ktng over d-l
Israel.” What thii has to mean is that Nadab’s two years
are both only pedal years. His first year wee Ass’s 2d,
andhisaecond  yearwas Aaa’s3d.

Thesarne kindofthing is found inl Kinga 168 end
10. Veme8aaye  that Elahbecameldng ofteraefin Ass
28andreigned 2years. VarselOaays  that Zimrtbsceme
king of Israel in Asa 27. Elah’s year 2 is atao Zimri’s year 1.

Byway ofcontmst, condder lKinga15:l-2  and9. The
first veraeaaay  that”in thet8th yearof King Jemboam

.Abijam became kingover  Judah. Hereignad3yeare.”
V&ae9sa  yathat”i nthe20thye  erof Jeroboam  . .. Asa
began toreign aakingof  Judah.’’ (Now, thisis oompti-
cated, so gird up the loins of yuur mind)

lfwesay ttUlt Aaa’syearlwaa JemboaWs year 20,
then Aaa’s year 2 is Jeroboam’s  year 21. Jeroboam
reigned 22 years (1 Kings 1420). Themfom, Aaa’syear3
woutdbe Jemboem’s year22. Since Nadab became king
inthatsame yaar, Nadabwouidbecorna  kingin Aaa’syaar
3. Butinfact,  Nadabbecame  kirrgin Asa’s year2. This
means that Aaa’s year 1 is JemboaWs  year 21.

Butwejust  readinl Kings 15Sthat Aeabecama king
in Jeroboam’s  20th year, not hts 21st. Correct, but it is
now dear that fix chronokgka/ pwposes, fhsyearduIing

Judah’s chronology &ne. There are, however, SOW oth&
complications that enter in.

Theotogkelly,  as we have seen in the early essays in
thii sertes,  the core chronology is always tied to the Mes-
sianic seed line. Because this line runs through Judah’s
kings and not through Israel’s, the chronology is tied to
Judah and not to Israef.

By way of contrast, the wars of Israel’s kinga are rela-
tive to those of Judah. The reigns of Israel’s klnga are
given in calendar years rather than chronological ones, a
more commonsenaicat and less techniil way of counting.
Thus, Jeroboam reigned 22 years, Nadab  reigned 2 years,
and Baaaha24yeara. Thetotat hereis not48, however,
but48. Theyear Jemboamdied was his year22, butit
was also Nadab’s year 1. Simitariy, the year Nadab died
waahisyear  2, butalso Baasha’syearl.

=. In sum, the reigns of nodrem lsraef’s kings are given
inrealcatandar yeara, bscausetheyars  netpart  of the
core chronology. The reigns of southern Judah’s kings are
dven in technical chronoto .,

I

is atready given to his ~edeoe&r, Abijam. Abijam reigned
inthefirat partofthla year, and Asaintheaaoond,  butthe
whoteyear isgivan to Abijem. Thisisthe waythechmnot-
ogy is reckoned though the Judahii kings.

In summary, the dhnce is this: When m read of a
Judahtie king’s reign as lasting 4 years, it means that 4
yeersof thechronotogy  have beengivento  him, andthere
is no chronological overlap with another Judahtie king.
When we read of an Israeliie king’s reign as lasting 4
yeare, itmeans that hereignedduringkur  yeera ofti
chronology, buthmfirst andlast yearn are alaoinduded
in the reigns of his pdemssm  and wxeasor.

Of course, the Messiah came thrwgh the line of
Judah’s  kinga, sothatia  anexptanation  forthecentmMy
of the
r

.  chronobgy. llteprieet einparbdarwere
awars o lrnpomm ofchmobgy,  shoetheyknew
that a cdceful chronology had already bean maintained
aincecreation. PoaaiMy itwaathepriaeta  whoasaignd
years tothekingaof  Judah.

.Abiambecamefdn intha~lear RehChamdkLsorne-



RaMloam d&tWmrd theendof  Memrl 17th year, and
dbdqarnfin outtheend ofthatyearas  hia own year
Zero? wedon’t  kmxwe do know, however, thateome-
onen@ethe dedeiontoaeaign one yearae  Ra@boam
17andthe nextae  Abijaml.

Inthecaea of thekinge oflsrael, nosuch  dedeionwae
~. Jeroboam  died during his 22d year, and Nadati
began to reign. This year is both Jeroboam’s  22d and
Nadab’s let. Similarfy,  Nadab died during his second year,
and Baaaha began to reign then. That year is both Nadab
2 and Baasha  1.

Let me, in dosing, reiterate a point I made abov@ to
wit: The fireteeveral reignein Judah and Israefeatabkh
the dtirence in chmofogy.  Later on, there are comfNka-
tbnethat  weehallhav etoexamineindetail wh@n weget
to them.
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