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DISASTROUS GEOPOLITICS
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Solomon began totwfld the Tempfe of the Lord in the tions.l-hi  ioffende  dthebxd, and fhelmrd raised up ad-
fourth year of his reign, whfoh was 480 years after Israel Versaries for SotOman.
came outof EavrM. thewar  A. M. 2993 HKinas6:lh-.. . –.”–– ,

sevq’!~  !@% f!iti~-
~khra was finished (1 Kinms 6:38).  “The rnanv ornate  - “-” - ‘“

.~_FS!!?!
E~~rX comes to rxarninence  at this ~ture”of fi~ow~

pieces-of furniture ne&led f& the Temple were- not yet
made, however, and durfng the next thirteen years the pal-
aceofsobman  andhisroyalqMmenta were buitL while
the apparatus of the Tempte worehip was being created
(1 Kfnge 7). Then, in AM. 3013, both houses wens fin-
ished (1 Kings 7:51; 9:10).

After Sobmon dediied the Tempfe and worship be-
gantobe conducted there, Godappeamd tosOIOmOn.
Thlewae inthe24th year of his reign. Gadtofd him that
if he remained faithful, the throne of David would be estab
Iiahed over the kingdom of Israel perpetually. If Solomon
sinned, however, the rule over Israel would be bet (1 Kings

w 9:1-9).
Vktualfy every tii in the Bible that Gad gives a prom-

ise or a kingdom to someone, the first thing he does is
ruin the promise by sinning against God. Adam did it. Abra-
ham did it (committing pofygamy wfth Hagar right after God
totdhim hewoukf  have aeon). saul didit (lSamue19-
15). David did it, committing aduttety  wfth Batheheba right
after God promised to dwell in hm house. Many other ex-
ampfee  could be mentioned, but here we see it again.

God had toid Sobmon through Moses that there were
three things the king must nbt do: multiply gold, reduce the
Deaofeto  sewitude to buitduo awarmaohine.  andcommit

-. .
One way to underet&d the retevance  of Egypt is to ~-
traat Egypt with Tyre. Hiram, kq of Tyre, had been a loyal
aflyof David. He bwd David. He dearly was a converted
man. When Sobmonoame  ta the throne, Hiram anddrrot
doenou@ forhim. He WmberedtohetP  tnMdthe  Tern-
pie, tmoause braet’s Godwashie Gadaleo(l Kinge 5).
HeshowWed  sobrnan withgifte (l Kings 9:ll, 14). lfthera
wasenynatbn  Sobmonehaukl  have Sftiedwith,itwas
Tyre.

Y* Sobmongave t-firam acheapandineuMng  pre-
sent, and offended him (1 Kings 9:11-12; 2 Chranfcles  82?).
Solomon evidently thought his @@onshp. with Hirarnwas
secure, andaodd nattfytopleaee him. (Iemremhded
ofhowthe”oonsm@W “Reagane  ndBushadmWstm-
tbnsoonetantty  offend thekChrbtians upporbrs-avMenUy
becauae theyregard  themas”in their paoket”-whilethey
Purauethe  goadwfn oflibereb ddageneratea.)

Sobmanchoee  topureue Egypt instead, marrying the
daughter of Pharaoh (1 Kings 916). Sobmon had actually
marrfed Pharaoh’s daughter in his youth, perhaps with
God’s Meesing. Atteaet the Lardovwbked the matter (1
Kings 3:lff.). Nrw, in hm Adamb ‘Wt.” his rebeltii against
the promise God had given him, Sobman’s mManeh@
with Egypt are not ovedaaked.. . . -. .

r we reaa
#at-hf appeared to Sofomon and gave himthe kingdom
promlae, we read that Solomon broke these three oond-
tbns.

First, he muftipfied gold (1 Kings 10:14-22).  He took in
6f36 tafents of gold per year. The number is obviiusly sig-
nfffcant. The aotuet  weight is about 25 tons of gofd per
year. That is, 50,000 pounds of gotd per year. That is,
800,000 ounoes of gofd per year. At $400.00 per ounoe,
that oomee to $320,000,000.00. That’s the least it might
have been. Using the ecfuivatent  figures found in The Open
Bible, (one talent of gold= $5,760,000), we come to
S3,836,160,000.00. That’s a bt of gotd for a nation the size
of New Jersey. Every year.

We are tofd that Sobmon made 200 large oeremanial
shields of beaten gokf, using 600 shekels of gold on each
large shield. These were used to form a “glory cloud”

- arwnd the king (Gad’s vberoy) when he wafked aoroes
themmman pavement between the royal palaoe to the
pe&rs of the Hi@ King (the T-)(1 Kings 1428).

second, Sobmon mutttpW hareea (1 Kings 1026-29).

ing with Egypt (Deuteronomy 17:16).  S&%n not anty got
horeeafrom Egyptobut bacemearnidd&man  forharees
betw)erl Egypt and other natbne (1 Kii 10:2W’9).

The fofiyofsobmon’si~ with Egy@ isaP-
parent fromwhat  wereadin llarlgsll.lt ie evident that
Pharaoh’s potbyaa regards Paleetinewas toplayaifskfee
against each other. (Haw different from loyal Hiremf)  Beck
in David’s day, the Iaraelii had defeated the Edomitee,
andtheprince  of Edarn, Hadad,  had fbsdta Egypt. There
he was nurtured in pharaoh’s court, and Pharaoh made
him hs !mther-in-law.  When the time was ripe, Hadad took
Ieaveof pharaoh andwent  to make trouble fof Sofomon
(1 Kings 11 :14-22). (It should be noted that Pharaoh tried
todlsauade Hadadfrom this; v.22. He didn’ttryvety hard,
w.)

Sobmon’s equirW ente@sa aotively supplied the kfng
of Syria with horses (1 Kings lea). Shamy ttweafw,
Syria weetaken mertyaman whohatedthehouaa of
David, and who used those horses to plague brad (1
Kfngs 11 23-25).



and the people had will@#y  Wtllnteered  (1 Kfn9s”513-18):
The actual citizens of Israel dkf not have to come and put
in time working on the Temple, but they had to supply man-
Power from thek eeds (1 Kings 9:20-22).

Now, as long as the Tmple and palace were being . .
built, the people dti not mind supplying this labor. After-
wards, however, Solomon kept building and building. The
citizens of Israel had to supply the manpower for this. The
citizens themselves had to serve as conscripts in the army
(1 Kings 9:22), and Moees had prohibited having a stend-
ing army. All of this amounted to a great financial burden,
and the citizenry did not like it.

Solomon put Jeroboam the son of Hebat in chage of
conscripting workers from Ephraim. Ephraim was the other
great and powerful tribe, next to Judah, and they did not
like this Judahite king taxing them so IWavify. Jeroboam
probably did a good job of bullying work out of the
Ephraimites, until one day the prophet Ahijah informed him
that God was going to let him have the rule over the ten
notthern tribes, as a way of punishing Sotomon. Solomon
caught wind of this, and Jeroboam fled to Egypt, where
he was protected by Pharaoh (1 Kings 11:28-40).

carneto thethrone.  mlepeopla~appeded fortaxrefief,
but Rehoboam told them that he was going to inorease
their taxes. As a result, the ten norlhem tribes seceded
from the confederation of Israel and made Aroboam their
king, in the year A.M. 3030 (1 Kings 12).

Rehoboam was initially chastised by this turn of events, < -

butheeoon foraook thel-or dandpromoted aflkindeof 4
idolatry. The Lord prompted Pharaoh to invade Judah. Re-
member, Pharaoh had been a friend of JeroboWs. Phar-
*~-~s~-Wl-
domaatoo  powedut. kcodngiy,hemuet  haverejoiwd
tohearthat theldngdom  hadaplitinhatf.  Inthefii year
of Rehobom,  Pharaoh cr@ured JaN@em andhelpadhim-
eefftoall thegold solOmon had stored up, including the
200 ceremonial gold shields. Wmboarn hadtoreplaoe
them with bronze ones (1 Kings 14:25-28).

Solomon ignored his fdenda (the Lord and Hiram) while
he courted and cunied favor with his enemies (Syria and
Egypt). The result was dieaetmua to the nation.
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