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by james B. Jordan
the same man. By itself, this is not enough, though,
4. 1he detting of the Book of Esther because Daniel J:1 says that “Darius” was the son of
Ahasuerus, and this Darius is Cyrus. Thus, there was more
Up to now we have assumed what we must prove, than on Ahasuerus.
that the king in Esther is Darius the Great. While Bihlical Other arguments favoring Xerxes, are these:
chronologists have usually taken this position, commenta- 1. The period during which Xerxes was occupied with
tors on the book of Esther have often taken others as the his Grecian campaign seems to correspond to the four-year
king. One view, which as far as I know has never had very £ap 1n the book of Esther (1:3; 2:16).
many advocates and has none now, is that Esther’s king Z. The banquet held in Ahasuerus’ third year seems
was Artaxerxes Longimanus, Another, which also has few to correspond to that held at Xerxes® great council (Hero-
advocates, is that the king is Cambyses. The most popular dotus 7:8).
view is that he is Xerxes. 3. The palatial details attested to in Esther seem
The reason Xerxes is favored is that Ahasuerus is identical to those archaeologically uncovered at Susa,
thought to be the Heb i Xerxes’ capital.
both corruptions (in : These arguments, and other lesser ones, are, howev-
Persian Khshyarsha. Yet the Xerxes position encounter er, far from decisive:
i h as 1. Darius also was involved in campaigns in the early
years of his reign.

2. There were rebellions at the beginning of Darius’s
reign, which took him a couple of year to put down, after
which we can expect that he held a festival.

3. Susa was a capital city of Persia under Cyrus and
Cambyses, but particularly under Dari
palace there. The palace in Esther 1, how
certainly not the one Darius built, for it was e u

34 later in his reign. Susa, though, had been an important city
years, and Artaxerxes the Long-handed, for 41 years. for a long time, and there unquestionably was a palace of
Such, at least, is the current reconstruction of the early some sort there already.

Persian imperial reigns. Evidence in the Bible, however, makes the Xerxes

identification impossible. To understand this, we must first

A. Xerxes make a detour into the book of Ezra-Nehemiah (which is

reallv one book). I shall review here material initiallv

As noted, the Hebrew word Ahasuerus is the same as . . 1 § :-.- ot oub ......‘:

the Greek word Xerxes. This link has led many commenta- N .
tors to assume, simplistically I’m afraid, that they must be




)

-
3 i
L 3 8
LI ._J (4]
com Lm .
L=y .2
'EREY 0 * 5§
8% £8 g .5 A 8
~ ..“m = B <3 D .mml.. Mm ._w
—~ .n o T =] ] O « - S .._o
54 . 25 g
| £d. =3 p = & <
oz~ ‘|EEE o o D) I
8 S = Q q = 6]
= @ ¢ ~ {3 o 8¢ - e =
. Am o] wu 1. [] ot An Pt IAM 17,) -ty
3= B ] ...u. “ 8« 2
s 8 T8¢
2 9 243 3 a @
- S - [ i
2E k7 @ ux = =
ot - > = »
5§ £5°5% &
8= Y g5 s
2 . : -4
55 g -e
-
o 2w 2 ..W
- - =
§2g =K 2
g o ¢
HEB 5 o
S O [=] \y ]

TE2 5 g : 5 4 3B
[ ] -
XF S S 2.5%. 4 x £ g
s E = g & ‘s B F 2 S 2 4m ¥ A
] = 3 R = & g 53 § -
2s § s mﬂvaa%wAH: B

[ U R .
o g | 0 ~ e < B8 N QD e e .
5 2 i g = = = R =% o @l
2 ¥ S i E5% GYvErmo
- o o : v
B3 = 4 g g = aXnat w2 .
& um S BOEES — 28 -
B %! 55 pizEs %
83> 3 E ieleliee : & £
Am <« AM mV. - . ¢ ,m o <t : L.m ..mm.. [~ =% .._U
S .0 (] on a 3
88w 2Z - RN E3 % 285
2E - & .Aumm..m._uk.m g8, 2 20
g m 2 - O B g4 ¢ 2 P % v BBy
8B 28858 . 2 EE 2 . B ° 8 g
P - B8 S b B B { : & A8 4 8 8 = g
272 3 swafan%ermawcm BET 5 8 g
|5 5 Rl = M 2HTS O g ¥ 2B 3 = =
v @ s Dy € B WP g 8a 3 8T B & 5§ R
Gy = 72} " b] ~ 3 ¢ . B ] [=]
EE nEB ol ¢ - Fa3Z5 B8 s 8 . Rae, g8
5 & 2 S 9 g E g 8. Z B3 £ g SRR -
o= 227 .8 P B E S EES 83 .58 gokd g s £ 3
g3 o 25 E4% "CEgE =83, - XN 8 EEE
® = 1= B, - oom ‘e ¢ ' W = = 2
=33 m¢¢Wwau¢m%%emﬁmmgm»&ﬁ% 232
M’ E 4 R Y I O Q n "o 2 q =
2 o 5 =~ £ RS - 8 gy H e - g B
> & 88 g < 2 ES g - Ny f a3
8 e o 3 Auunen ,..a” g n.¢‘. S LB
5 ¢ ¢ B . 3¢ o 6 3 £
E 5o g2z & P Ly EX: 2855 ° 23 g8 2 2B B
& - ) 2w & 30 15 ) & o BB v .
[! oot . . ) ¢ 3
B:8 2 F o Fsast a8 .mw R R m £e g8 g S
; 2 8 ! . g K
585 Jm.wmwmhm@@mmmw%ﬁ“wkwm mwa
BB g 2 ¢ TR 2o & = 2 ‘WK g0 N @ AR
=0 (=) & u A g e | . a3 B &8 Q@ ! 65 w 9 ‘2
B2 S B ; s o g l S 8 22 N
7 ‘m.m. g .Mw 2 Fy ”m $E: m_w X | 5 8 = 8 3 E 8 D A % @ @ ;w. >
22 R L 9 % EL%36.a B
§49 & & ° & B U ks g g TES 8 8“4 3o 8.4 S BT
B o mmmmh.ﬁ7w7ﬁadelm.mwmsr 488
=2 e em.v...nu.nwu nuu..xn..m..w...u..w.“ouc.% S
2S g =SBl = ‘mub%ek,nza”
) ~ .o - b b
> & = g . ¢ fSER g : B . g%~z m..p_"..ﬁmm o 4
o — w = w*>4a =2 L ¢ q 3R 8 9 R
=~ = @ - .mM mu e o = w2 ew ® Qg S g C
¢ Am MM « g § =] g @ f [~] ~ o =3 onm 22
w25 832 .uw.".e....mn..u EC R
% o 74 2 O w 2 Pl nw g ¢ 2 8 3
“l ~ " 4 > S A} w 8 w3
] a A
RS =] 1) B i 4 3 om o= ol B
- g4 8 WAl
£ Y A b
P ..u 2 B
N 8
~A &




TRy od
e ;w%mqﬁ_m;w
kR FE EaRy B §
. .m 2| me mw Am.m.ssd mw mm.mw v 8 ° mwomyv.m
“?.a 4) 2 q o3 ¢ 4. L o —
I .mm g -4 K mmu R m.mw G = 3 a2 mm g
| S889k wﬁmﬂﬁﬁ me,geowwdhmJAM, 6 & O
. 5855848 FHB84 g R8T &8 h AL EEEE g 8< 8 ¢ 8 28% 3
e.,u.ﬂd._mnucu,.f -8 g o ¢ mwnvb.. 2 6 L n.n.m...m.ﬂ.ua._mﬂ_rumﬁ
=53 s“¢w+mm.m:m?mm 449295 o R0 .ﬂwmwb%ﬂmmifuanm%mCu
Aw,n.h.v...m "w4“.nw 222 Q i 6 e 1Y o= & oNg ¢ ; & A Vi o8 > 8 m‘.,.w...h.n
o%oto. E - B s ‘D v S gy E nmw. ~ % nﬂvml..ﬂ_ S e ¢ - cY.v. m..w‘,%nsnu.d N X
2L 8 g 43 o e ¢ ELRpPn & 2 . g T g n O RO B 4 R ) R D& _ = ~o R
%38 f .Mo_m.. .u.....n.._.x.mw n 2 feuS..nn .nWm nunfu...nn..ne..qu .m_n
.“u._uuwoAu itz 30 0 v ...w.nmlu......wu .n‘....s.m 5rl°0m..enammruu.mmu v 2
b > ) T gl ) - ...’A lmaﬂ.v 3 D [ . I 7] vnulnnlann 3 un..ls
1540 mmw“mmﬁw“mwnvammmwm# maﬁmdgaﬁmdauk,maknn%moamm,m%
“@’o. ‘D TR - : b= e ﬁnuu Jm - b ._o_.m.,nt m.mv,foanumv?e%h £ o
'™ Acm..nw .m 5ﬁmn~mn.l“w.\a<ml.wl.. e.-,wm f..mh- q oL muoncldul]nvunuommonum “ g ’S:mh
e.u_um np.v.._ut.\v ~ O g ¢ ) .@MF -~ 8 ,ansn\nmm..nnnnwm“mm T8 Y e B _u....r__r.
gEEdz O™ EEEETE M JHE >, 8 g oo e g ...:wecamse.ﬁm o
R v 8 § - hw“w me.mummmu .mwe.mu.ipu.m...mw.wwMu.M:..Mwu.w.u.mue =
Be¥ e sn&um“ %MQLW1mewam@Whmdb
-m.mmm..s.mmd nwcnwmh ch_rn wnm ]
u...weasA wem.,mw.. w.ew
SanmAA .mmm n.m..nu p O S ukmv
20w [ I - umlyv..“l.a -
B8y g i .yamuzAua%mm
Oc...tmmwms Sﬂ.hu..mmnww Y .mm.an =
b~ ] ¢ ou Dm m-M nunv|l P
) .Me..mw .h.....l..... D w
ne,v: g RU R -0 B R B
EEHENE g SEFFRER
SEEEE Awaremwi.ﬁ.pm e ¢ :
o B < = m.. 4 3 Ha g "m Q o .fom - A
2 % m..... Q w.mw 8 - oK <§H G
2 § mwwou e HFP D g ws.c.“m
oo » b oo =
a8 = ] - 8"
B EYEEEN)
Mm\h.m.%mm = .okmmm 3 2 ’a.mmC.wn..u..
“nus"o..m S« e e 8 mv..u.u
@ 5= 3 nw = 5 w0 & - (S a
R g8 “g.a g 255 w R 23R
n 3 eumv&mmw Mwmm.mom.,mnu mmma 8
HTY Y L.e B 8 g di B 2y 838 ® 0 853
= e ) %4 Aol - | (33 w" s mm - - v o [ T s @
HXEEEE L 85383 EEEeE 22RE 2
f&.ﬁ&@adﬂwluaur@mmwf XL ﬁM@%WkW% EEEE:
—m ) q AR - m b 4 < > 8O © - g 2 X - b5 - -] Iy
O @ D - I-NR- R 8 a3y & 8.8 N ge2. g LRI g B 8
> ms&%daﬁmagﬁ£ mmm%n“m&?mwM% XN ﬂwﬂﬁﬁﬁmm 5§ 583
n eem o o - W I B B3 o.5 N mv 0O O O o D wp i3 € esm Q0§ f 5 3 < o b
3 ...s....e“mc B8 2 o & 8 ."..u.um ansnn\sneo . 3y v @ 328
; %d%@&nauﬁmeo&mmwwmmw@mamﬂ.mﬁm&m.w=u?mamw Y
- oo i oo - o o » P SR —
3 %8 5f= 52 o ~ES5ES ;ew,v..“m...,ce....m:wa.n aonvmv“:w..mwmusmﬂnmu
a.n.uuwes...n 88 emm.mw.m.anmu:b.muo Ak N 5 ¢, B,8%2 588
) BgE-goan: zﬂmzhlﬁ.hﬂ..qu,mﬂv,ﬂsch;md%,s.ga@mclﬁ
. geizgieps .m:fm_;;“mv:n:m.m;:m;:;:.tfﬁ YEEEI MY
a6 ) Qg . nl.fmne eao.coce RN o3 i { o
3 $ O ..mw C}4 £ g § = el £ <3 & Q¢ o () e B £ o < 2 &) 2
H n«-m = q..nucwnmw nvmv:t.MWn.humvnvsmmnon..tnms...‘v..muncs..
. o | 8.0 a4 8 o8B & & ‘Jenunms...n 8. __.c‘“mmnsumuer.unp“
<88 - 3 =8 8%F f::.,luqs.an. < H @ RE .
2 £ o4 8 SR 88wl g 3 6.5 g% 2 g H & N§ 288 28588 .2
LI = g2 1EEEY Ve B8 g .,08 Bal 8 S g H g ¢ o T O
2 Mw.m..mmV..Fe“..me..w.w a8 a.h.ece.mww.uwﬁdd. se, B g2 PBAE
S 5 X3 S £ 1 =% Q£ [+ - & ROl TP ml mu x = 1]
] mc c.o.o..wx_.aomu.mn“w ..«l.ntnuht l.mmwwco.mwAwn«..w u.-...;.nu..u_u,
3 N g R ‘nw\.hmf..v. o P ngm.-mwt nn R ﬂn nn.-nA nfomn .nueutnm..mc..IA
m mmwwmﬁ@m¢¢Mmemzm%mwwmncwwmmm%mmmuacn¢,g"mﬁm“wﬁ
8 g R I o E8padiys £ 88 Bd gz P8 . LS g Q3 >
BEEg = > wm,nmwmh?ame.em I B2 g8 3¢ = 8 R SAEE g4y NG BB R B
= oo P & 82 8¢ £ . " FRCE- 3~ B o c.mw.m,.emw.. b MM & o) O & gwE g A < 5B S E =
- N ..mo n.. = 2 . . _.A. © .~ 5 .m " .-w ® f; -nw o & &8 : 0 s B 3 nmw » 9 & g 8 o [ -3 & o=
2 i unee Vm.issame mMu"wnoe "nethwﬁ, szmufnue,vAnwf %s.v
: ] ea.munm..hmv ..cu‘.v.ws ‘.ursv,mctt..A_...Jnnlcvm comm.c 580 ¢
®” o ® %O o <0 ow =« © 9 w o B o Qoo = 80 R 5o <3 < M LRI A 2] 3 H &
2 B8y g s L@ oa SE 8¢ g ,d.,...h,a.hmlpc P2 © 848 258 £Bg
o -~ @ 88 $ = s3] D o3 b @, 8 2oy e w e g S < 82 5L 3 8 & L
n % U CAmnuAnuDCnvw ....n.vnunu‘v..a"h...n £ o R u..c.n..nm =T o 5 28
2 ® o~ 5 ¥ ook = PR 2 < o < .9 WS e ] 2 80 &8 g3 d M. S a S 0D g .3
nln.o-.u:.....nj..-m.vunomtnlun...‘nf;nnu“n....mw :ivnvnm uonum.v..nci..
. Z] B3O ...._w.._.n.n. % by mw_.man... & 2w ..n.vee £ 9 o
[ ....mw & [4 Q" 5T e % N S . = nw VR ..n.u O A G L5 & 2 W
2 "oa..mn.hnlytynafm 2 0 .,.mmmvmurv_p,.ua 00w
- ki RN g »F 887 28 »28gd PESBoEE §
o - o3 .2 z . 3 e A
2 : ":.ypnwadm“.wnn51¢ S QL
8 H .ﬂunmnu .l...hun.en ._.w w u R >
£ BN %S Z ESEER o
..mu -~ - Sy w2 i T nm 2 = M.. 2.5
nm = F mw ] mw oo 2 .
Q = n o
N ENT

)
m <t
J




"

ed himseif and was
ight on the fact that
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“ Artaxerxes” of Ezra-Nehemiah
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an monarchs used more than one name
these were all throne-names having
descriptive meanings.

2. The Greeks calied these monarchs by one name

each, but this is no reason to assume that anyone else did.

3. In interpreting the Bibie, we have to be open to
the fact that the Jews had their own names for these kings,
and that the Jews lived much closer to Persian cuiture than

very likely that the Jews used these

S
throne-names with the same kind of fluidity as the Per-

(to be continued)
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