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WHO ADVISES THE ADVISORS?
by Gary North

Onaof the critical probiemafacing everypastor Is his poattlonas a but modern psychobgy normally provktee no tong-term eolutbns.
cOWmHor. 6ecauee religious questions necaaaarlly encompass Thlsl$one reaacnwhy thabcoka of Jay Adams have bacoms

of a congregation pOpUk~hS t3SSm8tOh8V8 concrete piblical approached to Sotvlng
...+..- .-— —

counsel. They want advice In very specific areas of their lives. They

_& r-t 8~m IM68cM9 from th8 Puipit whiOh wcutd
SitlfJtSOUt8illS Onttldf P8ft, 8illCSthis 18iJltWpfStSd8S “llISddikl#’
by the preacher In thlnga that “are no concern of the church.” But
when the results of thaee sins baccrna pairrfuior even dangerous to
the continued prcspertty of the sinner, ha is ready to seek spirituai
Counsel.Ha wants answers from the pastor. Sometirne8, ha expects
pain-free answers that would enable him to prosper from the evil
practkea he had previously rSibd upon to make his profits. But in
any case, ha expects the pastor to provideaupiicit advice,

There era many ways for pastors to avoid giving rafwant advice.
They can ciairn ignorance. They can clelm that a profeeeional
counaeftor is edvtaabie. They may try to answer in genaralties. Or
they may even try to come up with some solutions, possibly drawn
from biblical examples, or from their own peraonai experience, or
from something they read In a long-forgotten textbcci(. But one
answer is almost never givem “I’m sorry,but this area of life is out-
side the maim of reilgion. Thefe are no epecifkalty raHglous
gu~i~*.Jti~*tf+~a~~aWd~,w
what seems safe.”

This is a strange phanomenon. pastors sea their ceiling as
shepherds of their flocks, which impiiee that their congregatbne are
made up of sheep, which is just exactly what Christ said. The trouble
is, the pastor may be a sheep in some specific ares of Ilfq or marry

- economiq-hiiiiil-jactices, mana@rnenC medidne, philoeop~y,
orwhatevar. Yatpaatora areaupcead totrrwa afx3ciftcaneweratn
Couneefling Sesebne. pastors evs@wre aragetting immtvadin
counaeiling, yet the problems of millione of Christians are extremely
epecifk. Pastors may inltiaiiy think theaa problems are confined to a
narrow range of traditbnal “religbus” epecialit~ marriage prob
lams, drinking problems, gambling problems. The answers are easy
hee at least on the aurfacrx “Love your mate.” “Stop drinking.”
“Stop gambiing.” They work hard to hafp these people solve their
problems+ but the problems are pr~UmSd to have S@fbSity
bibiical solutions.
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The problem with this traditional approach to problem-solvingis
this thing8 are not always what they seam. A couple’s eexuai prob

- iems may relate to the famiiy’s finances. The in-law problem may
relate to acme iong-forgottenincident in the past of one of the mar.
rlaga partners. The drinking problem may reiate to a business prob
km. This interconnection of probiems is increasingly recognlzaf by
pastors who have a smattering of knowledge of modem psychology,

However, the pestor finds it diffkuit to admit that he hasn’t the
siightaet idea about the aoiutbn to acme specific ccuneeliing prob
km. The 88$U8pastor who CrtSSCut from the Puipit that bibikai iSW
has no authdty In thla diapwwatfon, and/cr that the daninion cove
nant (cultural mandate) of Ganeala 12S and Genesis 95-7 has bean
abrogated in New Testament times, has to coma up with the
anawera. Theaeanawera erenm3samy P=kefY tMcauee the prob
iems invofved in the fufflfffngof the cicyninkmcovenam cannot be
eacaped, andtheeoiutbna muatba intarma ofwsiawcraoma
other few.Pastors who deay “social preaMng” in the pulpit era then
asked to coma up with eociai countwdlingin privah They are com-
peffedto come to grips with apecifk paraonaland famliy problems in
private,even though they may deny the legitimacyof coming up with
answers from the puipit.

Ona reason why ccunealling has twxna so popular among
pastors is that the focus of modern iife i8 increasingly internal. As
men have attempted to abandon the raaponsibilitfea of axtwnai
dominion, they have kmaatngiy turned inward.The Iiberaichurches
whoes&’~ Pofitkaliy Ifberai Caueea in tfw 1930’3
through the late 1960’8 are now getting involvedin marital counaai-
iing. one Methodist pastor in (prsdktabiy) San Francisco has begun
to produce expikit sex fiims for marital counseling. Ten unpaid
volunteer couples @cum in these film% and the pastor has vowed
toincmaae thanurnbsr ofauchf~deaplte comptalrMafromtha
denomina?ibn’s-fikfirc~n fac~~ans to make-them-avalabk
* ~S tharaby cuttim the 8eiss price by twothirds, “for
home use and for anybody who wante to use them.” (New Y@
Times, May 18, 19S0)

Rshdoony commanted on this shift in perapect~ from the exter-
nai wortd to inner troubfea, In an appendix to The One and the Meny
(1971), “Obeervation8 on the Erd of an Age”: “The increasing pro
minenca of paychoiogy is an important sign of the timee. When man
becomes a problem to Mmeaff, paychobgy oomea into its own. Aa
man’s inner probbma grow, his ability to cope with the outer world
and its problemsdeotinee.Thus, a paychologyorianted age is an age
of deciine, unsure of itself, and incompetent in the face of reapom
sibilitiea” (p. X@). When men no longer believe that they can control
the events around them, they begin to seek Solutionsto problemsof
the inner ilfe, where they atiil have some minimal hope in being able
to conquer. Their innate peaslmlem concerning external victory, in
time and on earth, reeuits in a pathological concern in achieving
stability and success in the only arena in which victory might be
possible, thearena of the human spirit, narrowly defined family,
local church, paraonai habitej etc.
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Thfa dream is aelfdefeating, since the things of the splrlt caqnot fM
diwc@ w the @y-t@ay r~sibiit!es g&!qj@s iS wm- Jay
Adam&’ $oqiiaelling appi!bacft$i s:yf@esftiti it~ ‘l%ople to b@fn to
devieg:&&$ Jrat#&-”iri-@iir ~-/ll~. DaPr$s@%J~Ple are. told10
pray andw&. klnfbv_’%lX@r#lo _ af$actim P&@tewftfr
prpbfemaof sexual lust ;e tokl%avad daydreams concerningthe for-
bi&fen aexuaf partner,and tabua such thoughts on the marriage part-
ner. They are also told to avoid familiar situations that lead to such
thbughts. Everything Is geared to bringing responsible living patterns
Into the forefrmt, and these necessarily involvethe outer world. It is true
“reality therapy.” It presumes that there are specific, concrete applica
tions of bibical rules of action that can enable a person, through the
grace of God, to overcome evil habits. ,

Theonomy

R. J. Rushdoony’s book, hrstitutes of Bibkd Law (1973) and Greg
Bahnsen’s Theorrorny in Christian Ethics (1977) take this “reality
therapy” one step farther.They argue that the daNypractices of Nfe cam
not be divorcedfrom social, Political,economic, andcuftural affairs, and
that any attempt to reformone’e life In terms of concrete biblical tawwill
necessarily tead to soluttons of fallen society’s r+el Iious law-order. In
other words, tt is not POSstbleto confine tti apPfIcetlon”ofblbffoaififee
to the home, the local church, or the small family-operated business.
Biblical law knows no boundaries where there are men, they must make
moral decisions. Where there Is a moral decision, there is a foundation
of moral action. It will be biblical or anti-biblical, but It will guide the
decision-maker.The problemsof the spirit lead, step by step, to the prob
Iems of society.

The pastor who engages in counseling cannot arbitrarily build a
tgeological fence around the congregation. He cannot say “Your prob
Iem is, by definition, confined only to your immediate family. Any biblical
solutions must therefore be limited to issues relating to your thoughts
and, at most, your Immediate personal retatlonshipawith others whom
you meet on a fao+tcface basis.” Such theological fences have gaping
holes in them. The man’s problem may be guilt, and his guilt may stem
from his political support of some evil man (conelder converted Nazis
after World War Ii), or from his actkme as a communist revolutionary,or
his drafting of Iegislation leading to timpulsory wealth redistributeion.
Who can say “Thus far, and no farther,” in a counsetllngsession?Who
can say, “The Bible has answers for only these types of probtems”?Yet
tens of thousands of pastors say this, impffcttfyand exptkftfy, wary
Sunday, when ttwy step Into ttrelrpufpfte.They deny the raapdnsibilhyof
Christians to overcome the world. They deny that bltkd law apptfeato
the realms of life, and that it serves as Christian man’stool of cultural
dominion. They teach their congregations to reject biblical law. They
teach their congragatfona mat no exWrnat #f~pmufbtWtfw#fRa
and on earth. And then they cannot understand why members of their
congregations are Itnlng up for “spirftual” counaelllng, the same way
humanists among the general population are lining up In the outer of.
fkea of the psychtatttsts.They cannot understand the obvious wfthout
God’s law, and without hope of vktory, men go crazy.

Pastors who preach a theology of external defeat, and who preach a
theology which rejects the specifics of biblical law and morality, are
cresting enormous burdens that they are increasingly being forced to
bear. They are creating whole congregations of people who cannot rely
on themselves. Christian laymen are not self-reliant precisely because
they have no foundatlon to stand on—no self-confidence concerningthe
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eatlhfy value of their contributionsin ftf~ and no confiderKA!XmernIgg
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weapons have been issued, and the amriwritlon knables ‘=-tti ahobt
no farther than three pews to the rear. That’s where they “*, but t&s
enemy is at the gates of the city.

Are churches torn up by internal dissension?What wauldyeu axpsIX7
That’s about the only battlefield which supposedly is open to Cftr@tlan
action. Are families splitting up daily? What would you =-pact? That’s
the only other battlefield which is considered “on Ilmite” for Christian
action. The energies of Chria~iana@{efocused on those targete that the
pastors have announced @ v~lfd.Men devote their energies on those
areas of life in which they can expect victory. If they are told that vfctory
ia Ilmited to the local church and family unit, then that’s where the bat-
tles will be fought. Energies, eapecialfy the energies of confict, will be
concentrated on local battlefields instead of In the battlefields of the
wtiatlaw.N~w-~@a~*ma~~*
tory has bean offfcfaffyprohibited. If Korea and Vietnam provednothing
else, they proved that .psw%’irl.w~s.are.M21M91Y_4r2@3WI% and peOPJS
wf’ldfi-ti-~~”—~ WMr?4ar
to “lose like heroes”tend to actiike cowards.Orlf they don’t, those who
are drafted for the thkd and fourth rwwin wars will.

Where Ara the NotXoma?

Pastors who believe that an effective pastorate Invofvea effectfve
couneelling had better be prepared to face the whole gamut of human
problems. They had better prepare themselves to provide comprefren-
sive anewers, concrete answers, btbffcal answera to pfobler’rr-burdened
Christians. This Is why the average pastoral libraryon spiritual counael-
Iing is mostly uaefaas.The prlncipfeaof pastoral couneelllngare pmvldad
in the Bible, but the applications are aa broad as the workf. Men who do -
not read any longer,or who read onlybooks and articles written by other
narrowtytrahwd, narrowly focused couneetlore,are creattng enormoue
problems for themselves. They do not know enough to counsel thek
parishoms concerning the proper places to go in a search for correct
answera. They have put bllnders on themslevea by denying the com-
prehensive nature of the dominion covenant, and they find themselves
called upon to handle probfems far beyond their own Self-fro@ in-
tellectual limitations. They have not trained up deacons and ekfera who
are maatars of their “secular” callings. They have no network of Chris-
tian pmbiern-aolverewho operate withfn ttw framework of biblical law.
They have denied the existence of concrete answers to specffic pro
blems—biblical law—and they find themselves alone, with no trained

-f~ T :~~ -gcmYfomxpesi in-
formation, and they wind up way over th@r heads in the counaelllng
room. Their theological presuppositions have creatd a generation of
stumbling sheep, and they have reduced the supply of expert laymen ,
who are willing and able to step in and help providebiblical guidande In
life’s specific callings. Pietistic theology has led to overburdened
pastors, for pietism is a theology for an army devoid of non-
commisslonad officers. We have an army of recruits, draftees, second
lieutenants, and half a million captains who think they ehould be pro
meted to general. An army without trained norwoms is an army familiar
with defeat.

Tentmakera is published six times a year by the Institute for Christian Economics, a tax-exempt religious and
educational organization. It is available free of charge to pastors, elders,deacons, and other ch-urchofficers, as well as
to members of Christian religious orders..Subscription requests must tM made on church letterhead stationery.
Address P.O. Box6116. Tvler.TX 75711. A tithe or offerirmon any money saved by these rePorts would be amxomiate.


