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PREFACE-2

n raceniircae litla ar nn etaff and littla ar na avnarianra ard tn imnrava thair Int than thav ara alinihla far tha nravi.
no resources, little or no staff, and little or no experience, hard to improve their lot, then they are eligible for the provi
can put together a formidabie challenge to the modern no- i of Biblical i 8
tion that poverty is a probiem 100 big for anyone but the gov- i
ernment to handle, What we've learned in Houston is that 0o
we can really make a difference in our worid, if we only take nclusions: first, that gleaning ren
seriously our nigh caiiing as believers in the Lord Jesus ing the poor from destitution
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Until now, much “reconstructionist” work on the poverty lonians 3:10 is basi
issue has been long on critical analysis and short on prac- enterprise. “Bi
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~ WauwviIiie vi a
L t is bu
. on, pr
1iatainid
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But su
under-ci
1intahils
W ILQwWIIN
manding, ffi ¢
sufficient, produciive workers.
ha ma_rnneiimina and tha Aiffi
[ ¥ 12 IIU'\‘UIIOUIIIIIIS alnug Ui um
heart and soul; the c ornerstone, of Bib . v and deserves our boistero
Biblical charity is littie more than a sub-function of the doc- iess is something other than Bibii
trima nf wnrlk e Anaratin, acntirnac ara tha friiit Af wnrle Annthar lhaoin nrinainla Af Diki
LIS VI ¥YWWUIN, 1w V'JUIG CTOUUIVTO QIT LIIT HHUIL VI WUVIN. NIVUIGE vaoiv Pl"l\-lPIU VI i
the tithe, hospitality, private initiative, and voluntary relief. Its out, is the importan h i
basic methodoiogies ar ed in the work-ethic: gieaning, The famiiy is cruci r
traini atinn  Ite nrimarny nhiantivae n (D v DR
ua ﬂlllls- "o .llllllal VU]VUIIVUO Al . E£.\J
k: ut. 21:1
8 fa
(i Tim. 5:
Amrn than
wviuIe uiar
Following from this, Grant demonstrates that the primary human welfare.” G
Bibiicai source of reguiar charity 16 the poor is the practice of the subject: “it is i
mlanmine~ nittinea tha nanr ta wnele Amain tha Rikla Aaas tha nrabklama ~Af neas
Yicaliniy =7 putlliny UiT pPUVl (U WUIR. Ayani, Ui pivic uvoco UIT PIVUVICHITIDS VI P v
not countenance the practice of simply throwing maney at agency which know:
the probiem of poverty. “When the Church mimics the gov- seif-interest of every
arnmant hy nramicriianehy Adienancina mranariae and Athar avan: meainnt simAdart
CHunTIL v MIVIHIIDLUUVUDIY UWISPTIIDINY YIVLTIITo aliu vuic) A A1) plUjUbt Ui IiJen L
goods and services, it hurts the poor more than it helps. agency links mutua
Adnerenis of such shori-sighied thinking oniy perpetuate mutuai obiigations
tha war amainat tha nAane Dilhlinal Aharihs Anae nat ad famihs Anm  AMambare ann mdbn
UIT wal aygyainiiot uic puul - Zivirvatl viial it UVUTO 11IVL awv iant vailt., wvienivel cavil vl o
tempt to smooth over economic crisis by making privation weaknesses and stren n extended in-
somewhat more acceptabie. it atiempis to soive economic stitution, with bioodiine pread out wideiy. it
Ariain Dillisaal alharihs Aase nat atdbamet 24 halen familinae ad mam mall 11mman ralatad familine $ar halm in o Ariaia” {~ 44E)
LHOWD,. Riviival Vilalily Uvueo 1IVL ausliipl W T1iIgip ialfinies aus vall van 1 TRIGLIOU 1alliiiey 1V FITIY 11 a VI \P. 11J).
jus chan n is sunplanted in the work of charity,

i not st ep s nd eventuaiiy destroyed; aii usurpers of
Annn rmara Aanmfartablla 1B ateivan ta mala meadiiativibe anA fnmmilinl Aridtharihy im narasanal Ahacih:e hawva aemvad sidtar fail
CIHIVE HIVIT LWilivilavi€. Il SUIVEDS W THaRe pivuuLuvily aliv iarninai dUtIIUIIly i grouvliai blldllly n p-J pIU TU Jutlo! 1an-
independence maore attainable” (pp. 79f.). ures. Family charity, with all the imperfections of a sinful

Therefore, in terms of the Gieaning Principie, “recipients worid, stiii comes ciose to being an ideai system: it is per-

~f Dillinnal Aklarih: et o Aillaant wainrleaen sinlasa antiral il 73 v io p-v-3

VI Liviival vilalily Hiust ve uHiyein VIRTID, UTNTOO CIIClY < =4
disabled.” When we fail to do this, we create a culture of de- e
pendence. Charity divorced from responsibiiity is addictive

and Anatriintivia nradiinine nat Aanby olowvaa et & alava mae
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not a proper sphere for State action. \

dispensed privately, it remains simple, responsible, accoun- im.

table, flexible, and personal, “By keeping charity decen- e ger an 23.9), ¢ )

tralized, de-institutionalized, and private, everyone con- the work of charity that no back-up system, no federai bureau-
moarmad in amueadd § o an memmisinbe Al meaft Amrriimbioas A Arams meo ematabhicm fiimAda Aand mn meafansinmal hirmmamitariana
COIHSU 15 SAavou ITUllt UI1o anyuisil vl ygraii, surniupuvn, aiv viavy, nuinawinniyi S, alnld v piuisssivnal i narinalalio
red tape” (p. 81). are necessary. Families can do the job” (pp. 1181,
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tha nrahlame af tha aldarhsy An fivad innrAamae in Arrr Awam
IS PIVUIVIIIO WV uIe vluvll’ VI HIATGU HIVVINITO 11T VUl vyl
church, or the next-door neighbor who's been laid off, we
read Newsweek and see The Poverty Probiem, a nationai is-
sue of such gigantic proportions that we feel it cannot be sol-
ved apart from the federal government; if it is to be solved by
private individuais, we feei, ii wiii iake the Rockefeiiers and
thair friande tn Arniinh 1in a fow hiindrad hillinn hafara anmy,
WITGH 1HTIIJUO W U\Jusll UP & ITYW 1IUIIJIDJU WVIillivI WOIVIO ally'
thing concrete will be accomplished. But we can'’t possibly
do anything about The Poverty Probiem.

Thia ia all hanlhanrde MReant aavue RAad intar

119 19 al vauvihwaluo, Julalil oayo. avu i
do something about poverty—not The Poverty
the poor in our own midst. For this reason,
wuntad tA nrantinal anrmmanctiane abant raal as
VUITU WV praviival SUyyooluviio avvul 1eal av ]
people—meaning not them but us—can do. Let's assume
that a smaii church, with few resources and beiow-average
talamta amd aklilitias amans it mmambare Aaociros ta Ao thoa
LAITTIW alliu Ao alliViiy I THONTIVEIT 9, USOINTO W VUTy UIv
Biblical charity mandate. Where should it start? How can it
accompiish the task?
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riors for Truth will emerge When missions-oriented sermons

wimrm fmutln momvan Amale thhmem warm sl b Ams e it a A A
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iocal cnurcns ieadership can do more than this, as
ows. He suggests structuring the worship service it-
eflect the Biblical emphasisonr mneemnar\l concerns;
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Ultimately, guilt and pity can only manipulate; they cannot
truly motivate. They cannot sustain us through the often
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perception of problems and solutions; they render us incap-
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sarvice nroarame. linited Wav aroune  doot lawvars
service programs, United Way groups, doctors, lawyers,
public health clinics, and rehabilitative services. There are a
whole ot of agencies that perform special services: care for
battered women, drug and alcohol recovery clinics, veterans
retraining programs, care for the eiderly, homes for abused
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of the economic crunch. In one period of less than five
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or governmentai reguiations. . . . Bibiicai charity is not mere
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panun py. LIS Uiy ailyuiniy aiu oveiyliiy novooosaly
to enable the poor to stand on their own, to provide for their
famiiies, and to prepare for the future” (pp. 178i.).
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model, especially during the “tent city” crisis, was through its
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agree 10 exchange woik in piace of all the required deposits
and the w months’ rent. The result is that “families with
no mone iob, and no hope can suddenly find themselves
gainfully e /ed (at least part-time) and adequately housed.
The landlo n the other hand, has hungry, willing crews of
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as a high occupancy rate and insurance for the future, when
a soft rental market might ctherwise drivs him to the brink of
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poverty is Job One.”
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