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Behoki,  children area hentagefiorn  the
Lord. The j?uit  of the womb is Hi$ reward.
Like arrows in the M of a wtwkw,  so are
the childrenfiom  one’s youth. Happy k the
man who has htk quiverjhll of them; They
Shd not be a$hamed,  but S/Ul/[  Speak wt”th
their enemies in the gate. (Psalm rim+.

These verses am familiar to all. Most often when
considering these verses, we fmus upon verse five.
What the Lad means by a “quiver Ml” of children
is of interest to Christians everywhere! When listen-
ing to a sermon on this passage, we wait in breathless
anticipation to see if our minister is going to argue
that if we don’t have five, sk seven, or mm
children then we are not really trusting Go(L If our
minister is not of the opinion that a “quiver fidl”
means in excess of four children, then we hold our
breath to await his handling of the delicate matter of
birth control-a subject sure to spawn some juicy
conversations after the semice.

It’s not that these issues aren’t important=they
are. It’s just that too ofkn in our zeal to get to
pIWtiCd matters (such as “HOW  IIMIly  children
should we have? and “May we use bti control?’),
we overlook the magnificent message of this pas-
sage: Children are special glj?s  jiom God.

An Inheritance from the Lord
The key word is found in verse 3: “heritage.”

Another woxxi we can use is “inheritance.” The
/ Scripture teaches that Mdren themelves  m the

gift of God, an inheritance horn the Lord Children
are the reward of His love and kindness to us.

Although I’ve never acqti any great amount
of physical assets, one thing I have Ieamed is that
regardless of the value, any asset must be taken care
of and carefully invested, or it will dkppear. This is
particularly true when one receives an inheritance.
The simple reason for this is that the inheritance did
not come to us directly as a result of our productivity.

We didn’t work fori~ so we tend not to be as carefbl
in handling iL

This tendency is underlined in a report I read
recently. Reseamh was done tracking the history of
recipients who won large lotteries and game show
prizes. The study was fdcused on those who had
nxeived $75,000 or more. The findings am prdkx-
able. Almost to a person, five years after receiving a
large prk nothing was left. Regardless of the prize
amow% five years later it had all been spent More
tmgically, the effkct of winning alargepxize was
ofkm disastrous on the family involved. Many of the
%inning” marriages ended in divorce. Often the
“winnex” not only squandered his winnin~ but he
also squandmed his ctueer by quitting his job and
allowing his skills to atrophy.
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I would encourage your
readers to write one letter
- favoring the president’s

(99~ Letters to ‘ew 
‘-latiOns-tO:.

. 1 Deputy Assistant Secretary for
5 4 ● kn EA:*AU I -

‘Population Affairs
P.O. BOX 23993

Washington, DC 20026.

q
)\

~Ym
Thanks again for

continued fine

k James Huffman
~ Burlington~  NC

called ChristiM Recon-
struction  ndnistries  could
cooperate more! *eva
Ministries, the Institute
for Christian Economics,
Dominion Press~ and Ameri-
can Vision all work very
closely together in a
number of areas.
The only way we could

work together more closely
is to merge. That wuld
destroy each ministry’s
unique contribution to the
Kingdom.

- MRG

Dear Michael:
I must express my dismay

at George Grant’s article
“The Title X Hoax” (Octo-
ber) .
I agree with the thrust

of his article: much ado -
has been made by pro-death
groups over the de-funding
of Title X abortions. At
the sam t-, I ~stinctly
felt that his article would
discourage Christians who
are writing in support of
the President’s new regula-
tions.
Just because 90% of the

federally funded abortions
will continue is no reason
to try to stop that other
10%. I think one of the
problems in the pro-life
movement is that we tend to
look for big victories,
ignoring the possibility of
smll victories on a day-
to-day basis. This can be a
smll victory. Even a SIM1l

{ victory could man that
some children will live
rather than die. That
doesn’t mean we give up our
efforts on other fronts –
particularly those small,
localized fights. It does
mean that when we have the
chance to influence an
issue like this one, we
should .

Mr. fiuffman,
I appreciate your com-

ments. You are correct in
pointing out that emry
$,~ig” victory is mde up of
countless “small” victo-
ries.
Newrtheless,  I thti the

puqxxe of Mr. Grant’s
article was to point out
that the minor concessions
granted under Title X are
calculated to do just what
you fear – diWfi and
deflect the pro-life
moWZm2nt’s effectiveness.

- MRG

Dear Mr. Gilstrap,
As you are aware, yours

is not the only organiza-
tion having as its objec-
tive the mm as yours. Why
don’t you cooperate with
each other? Concerted
action is bound to be nmre
effective.
Why don’t you convoke a

conference of similar
minded organizations for
the purpose of formulating
an agenda which all con-
cerned are willing to
comnit themselves to fur-
thering?

Ken Schwartz
Port Angeles, WA

Dear Mr. Schwartz,
I honestly fail to see

how several of the so-

Dear Michael,
Please know that the

changes in The Geneva
Review are not appealing to
me. The uniqueness of being
under the governnent of
Westminster Presbyterian
Church is gone.
The depth of study prior

to writing the articles
seems to be gone. In its
place is popularization and
sensationalism and seem-
ingly poor advice.
These are strong words,

but I sense a change in
quality and my confidence
in the truth of the ar-
ticles is shaken. A re-
examination of the goodness
of recent changes may need
to be made.
Please discontinue send-

ing me lhe Geneva Review.
- Mrs. Doris A. Smith

Mission Viejo, CA

Dear Mrs. Smith,
I appreciate your com-

ments, and I want to assure
you that we regularly
evaluate the effectinness
of this ministry.
Everything w do is done

with a view to reaching the
most people with our mes-
sage. The “popularization”
has been done purposefully
to do just that.

- MRG
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Giktnqz conhuedjhxn page 1
Because he received a huge prize fm doing

something as innane as spinning a “Wheel of For-
tune;’ the easy winner doesn’t fully appnxiate the
magnitude of the@ he has been given. “Easy come,
easy go” is the attitude+and  that’s exactly what
happens.

As Christians Wing in the twentieth century, we
m susceptible to this same attitude. Our sixty-
second culture fosters a here today, gone zomowow
mentality. “Plop, plop, & fizz” is the model to
solve every problem. If we can’t get rid of pain in
sixty seconds ~’How do you spell dief?”), then at
the outside it will take 60 minutes (iiluding time-
outs for Commemials!)e

If Bill Cosby can have a perkt ftiy in thirty
minutes a week, why can’t we do the same thing?
Surely we can handle something as mundane as
raising children in a few minutes a week! It certaidy
didn’t take us long to be “given” the chikkn. Sex
isreally no bigdeaL Itis nothing speciaL We Can
tuneitin onneWork TVanyday of the weekfm
crying out loud! Everybody’s doin’ it! And because
sex is such a casual thing, it is only natural to view
the “product” just as casually.

If you must work, put ‘em in a daycare. You
needn’t be inconvenienced in the slightesL That’s
why folks run daycam centers — they kwe children.
Just dmp the kid off at 6:30 am on the way to work
and pick him back up at 7:00 pm on the way home.
No muss, no fbss. Pop the top on a jar of Gerber’s
squeezed apple/rutabaga slush and f-junior while
you and your spouse eat in tit of the latest episode
of Datkw. After dinner (befbre Dynasty  beginS)  YOU
put the little dear in bed making a sped“ effbrt to
spend a few quati~  minutes (two, to be exact) with
the little tyke. You mustn’t tarxy too long, after all,
Alexis has something really dirty up her sleeve fm
tonight’s episode! Besides, you’re IWNy bushed.
You need some time for yourself.

As Christians  we resist such episodes. We do,
nevertheless, live in a world that is manipulated by
an anti-Christian media. As such we are susceptible

( to the encroachments the media makes into our
everyday lives.

We must not, however, succumb to the media-
inspid worldview when it comes to raising our
children. As the Psalmist writes, “Children am a
heritage km the Lord.” They are not merely the
consequence of some uncontdlable  sexual expres-
sion.
arise
menl

God says Wiihen  are our inhen”tance,  They
from that deep, abiding, permanent commit-
a man and woman make to one another in the

covenant of mwiage. They are created by an act of
God through the most intimate expression of love
btmveen a husband and wife

Children are truly gifts of God. They are of
priceless value. We must resist any attempt to be-
little or lessen the great responsibility we have in
raising our children. As Piuen& we must be carefhl
to fblly appreciate the magnitude of such a gift We
must take care of our inheritance. Such an inheri-
tance must not be squandered Our children must be
“invested” wisely and efficiently. It is our msponsi-
btity as parents to prepare our children fa whatever
God calls them to do. That preparation involves not
only the rudimentary elements of a standmi educa-
tional curricul~ but also the inculcation of a
comprehensive Christian worldview. We must
teach our children to see God’s world rightly, and
thereby live faithfidly.

As an investor devotes a great deal of ~
though$ and resources to his investxmnt  prom
we must do likewise in raising our chikhm Such
will be the topic of my article ‘Nxt month.

Mining for Gold
Raising Faithful

King’s Kids!

I Michael R. Giistrapb

Yfw(xNm7g&ttm
Best In YOUR ChiMen!

Whad R. Gdstq), pe&kmtof Ganeva  Mhktrbs, hasdmmL
Opedtis spedalfour q)esettoassistyoun  bainingyxu
dlil&Wl mbe%*ht amws=hhe Kh@m of Ga!.

olJrdlikkm amgftsof geZ4WlUeba Lord enmssuswm
God@aa3s awqtiOdwwhen  H8s3mk  ~Of*rim
ma ChrManhome  .inMi7ghGu&i  W. Gils&ap Offers
Chistian  far8nksui@dtyfxa  clidaduimard  CUmSd OIItKRN
13astmtnil  efhegdd’ir  lttlekownchildm

Using abalmAbkxxf of Bible 8xp0dkm, pacHi&Jsm
h, d WmmlJs Sinks, Mr. Gilsbap rnsm mohates, ti
-tt’lacm*@lwlt -b* C&&linm*
hostiaandlJn~ woffd. Ash*ofbohas@UfIull
axpakmear dwithagez ldealofsympahy krtheawsmm
mflm=v fkxd m Chrisbfl pmmrs SkdCks.
Fbw60mhua9 cass9#3@es~”#y padqg3dha

buqm7@ axbm =ss3* &m b aasy _.

Retail: $19.95 Your Price: $17.95
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Willie Jones and Me...and You

Geo/ge Grant

Isawhimflashpast.6t  of thecornerofmyeye
I just barely caught a glimpse of him Darting around
the edge of the building and down the alley, he
bounded effortlessly over the mounds of rubbish
and rubble that marks this wxetched wad near
downtown Houston

“What on earth is he doing here this late at
night?” I thought to myself. “Surely he’s no more
than eight or nine, barely hip high.” But hem he was
wandering this f-en danger zone alone, well
after the midnight witching hour.

Idashedafter him. Little did Ilmowhowd.iffi-
cultitwould  be formeto track him down in this
urban negev. I finally had to give up the chase (I’m
not as young as I used to be, nor as nimble). After
twenty minutes of fidl tilt exertion, I collapsed in a
heap of exhaustion. Just them the object of my
concern startled me poking his head out tim behind
themstedhulk ofanabandoned  carsportingawild
triumphant grin.

“Had ya’ goin’ them, didn’ I preachef?” He
crawled out of his dilapidated hideout and I got a
goodlook  athimfm the&t time. H6 wasan
incredibly emaciated child. His clothes wem filthy

The Changing
of the Guard
Bibkal =Ci@!S

for Political Action

Geoqe Gtant

If you have been waiting for a mdy Christian
politid an manual, then your wait is over!

In this volume of the BMW  Wep”hts  Seties,
George Grant outlines for the reader the BUical
blueprint for politiil  action. At last-a Scriptural
politiil  strategy and workable agenda!

Get yuur copy now! Hot off t% Press! (231
pages, 512” x 8 1/2” papwbad)

Retail: $7.95 Your Price: $7.15

and ragged His teeth nxted, txoken, and discolored.
Hishairwas mottkiandpatchy.  Hewasaptktic
sigh~

He ambled over to me, playfhlly teasing about
ourlittle chase andengaging meinoneofti~t
disturbing conversations I’d ever had in my life

Isharedwith himthe Jesus hehad~~
of. Ishanxiwith himthe Lovekhd~-.
Ioffkredhim the Hopethathe~m~_ti
of.

He wept
Andsodid L
He wept the joy of dismvery. I wept with &@y

of rediscovery.
You see, I wasn’t the only one “giving” that

nigh~ W~e Jones, an eight year old ghetto tough
h Houston’s Fourth Ward gave me a mnedial
lesson in Biblical theology.

He helped me to rediscover the truth that chil-
tinmahtiwgem~p~titiamwdm~
chexished (l?s 127:3). He helped me to discover
the truth that not only are children a special concern
fm God in the Old Testament (Jer. 49:1 1), and in the
New Testament (A& 1013-16), but they are also a
special concemfm Godrightnow. Hemmindedme
that Christ’s passion fa children was not an oddity
or an anomaly, but that it ~ and is, centml to the
wodc of the Gospel in this f~en world (ML
19:13-15).

Wtie Jones helped me rediscover a lm
As Isatonthegrimy  litter stnnvncurb@ngto

he@ that young street waif, he was able to mind me
of the significance of Christ’s wads: ‘It is mm
blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 2035).

It was Willie Jones who helped me discover
that

The thing & he and thousands of kids like him
can remind you of these great Scriptural truths as
well. As many as a fowth of all American children
live like WUlie Jones: by their wits in an ecology of
hunger, sickness, and deprivation. They can help
you discover the magnificent beauty of service,
the tmnsfoming power of love, and the compelling
joy of commitment — if only you would let them.

Won’t you let them?
“~you give yourse~to  the hungry andsatiijj  the

&sire  of thefatherless,  then your light w*11  rise in the
&rkness,  and your ghom will become& midlllzy.
And the Lord will contintudiy gui& you, and sati@
your desire in scorched pikes,  and give strength to
your bones, and you will be Me the watered gardkn,
like the spring whose waters never fa”l” (k
58: KL11).
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God’s
m Two:

World Government
Covenant law fofthe Natbn

=i Notth

(7%efo[ibwing is thejhai &l& excerptedjiom
Dr. North’s upcoming book on international
relatwns,  The Healing of the AMbns. It h part of
the Biblical Blut@nts Setis publikhed by Dom”n-
wn Presx  Although unavailhblk  at press time, we
should have i~onnation  on ava”kbility  w month.

The Healing of the Natibns is a lhnabumk  study
in many respects, but chi@y  its @ortance  lies in
the fwt that it is, to my knowkxige,  the only book of
its kind to deal with the Biblical pn”ncipk?s  of inter-
national relations. In a world  where the humanist
West’s foreign policies are taking us clbser  and
clbser  to capitukztibn  to totalitarian communbn,  it
k aholutety  essential that Christians know what the
Bibk stzys  about sockd, economids, and political
issues. E@la”m”ng  the Bibh#s &l for interna-
twnal ndhtibns is the objective of The Healing of
the ATti”ons.)

Rw if any Christians today believe that the
Word of God applies exclusively to a particular
nation or race. They say that the Word of God
applies to all nations and races. This statement is
more true than they imagina’Ihe  keywcmlis
“appti~.” Christians are unclear about the Biblical
meaning of the word “applies.” In what sense does
God’s Word apply to my institution? Sxctiy,
how does it apply to a nation? AnsweE it always
applies by covenan~ Through - it applies
covenantally throughout histay though ChrisL the
second A-it also applies covenantally throug-
hout history. This is why God will judge men as
members of nations (sheep and goats) at the last day
(Matthew 2S:31-33).

Almost no Christians today believe that the
Wod of God applies covenantally ot any nation or

. race. They do not believe that a nation or a me can
establish a covenantal bond with God through the

~ grace of Christ in history. Supposedly, nations can-
not legitimately designate themselves as exclusive-
ly Christian nations. So, the Bible supposedly ap-
plies to all nations in genexal,  but not to any nation
in particular. No nation can legitimately claim that
the Bible applies to it in a unique way, and most
importang no nation can claim that a rival nation is
less conformed to the Bible. Modem Christians
argue this way because they have rejected the doc-
trine of the national covenant.

By denying the idea of the national covenan~ a
person is proclaiming the myth of neutmlky, the
myth of natural law, the myth of permanent plural-
ism the myth of “equal time fm Satan.” There is no
logical escape from this conclusion. If neutmlity is
a myth, then them is a war on between Christ and
Satan, between Christ’s kingdom and Satan’s em-
pire, between Christ’s law and Satan’s counterkit
laws.

Most Christians reject the idea of truly Bible-
based @itiCd action. ThCy do not believe that
titi3fM  should WOIk @iti~y to SCC @i’S hs

umanism’s laws in civil govemmen~ But if=pkice h
Christians as citizens am not requhed by God to
bxing their views to bear on politics, and to pass
legislation that conforms to God’s laws, then the
anti-Christians inherit civil government by defauk
Christians who XVfuse to work to establish a Chxis-
tian nation are no difkrent tim those who refuse to
establish Chistian schools. (See Robert ThObWI1’S
book in the Biblical Blueprint SeriS The Childken
Trap: Biblical Blueprints for E2ihcation).  They have
publicly and covenantally turned over civil gover-
nment to Saran tillgh his “IMXtId”  human fo~ow-
ers.

Itistimefm Christians  toabandontimythof
natumllaw. Itistimefm  themtodeckue  instead the
covenants of God. Itis*fmthemtop=Mti
ethical terms of the covenang God’s revealed law,
for God is the Sovereign Creator who governs all of
history. It is time to abandon the myth of neutrality.

If neutrality is illegitimate in the heart of each
individ~ if it is illegitimate in maniage, if it is
illegitimate in the church, then why is judicial neu-
tmlity legitimate in civil gwernment? If God’s law
is the standad of judgment on judgment day, why
isn’t it the standad now, when we save as appren-
tice judges? Doesn’t God judge individual% institu-
tions, and nations in history, as well as at the end of
history? Isn’t Deuteronomy 28 true today, just as it
was in Moses’ &y?

And if we say that God’s law is the only valid
standard of righteousness fa a person, a ftiy, a
church, and a nation, then how can we deny that it is
valid fw all nations? If the gospel proves successfid,
and the Gmt Commission is steadily fidfill~ and
a majority of people convert to Christ in nation after
nation, and then they seek to do God’s will in every
area of life, won’t we see the creation of a worldwide
Christian order that will steadily replace the worid-
wide disorder of Satan’s divided kingdom? If no~
why not?
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Rhetorical Atts

91
are Instrumental

B Gary Ha&r
●

Inthepreaxhn“ g instdlmen~ I explained that
rhetorical arts, including writing, are stmctures
which provide a unique way~f-knowing  pmmsses
of coming to new ins@hts,  new undemtandings, and
new theses. The very quality of “newness” sought in
the writing act suggests a learning performance is
engaged These rhetorical arts, in turn, bear close
resemblance to the medieval Trivium Both am
excluded+ as “subjects” in any formal sense (like
algebm or gt$ography), yet they-are to be viewed as
a communications-based system for looking at and
organizing subjects. But how do these rhetorical
-writing, note-taking, nxo@keeping+pl-
i& as unique learning actititk? Why are these
written communication activities singled out as
SpeCifiC hrniqj tools  when -g, listening, and
reading also require language skills?

F@uently, linguists have pointed out that them
are two processes in language use: talking and
listening, which are characterized as fit oder
Processe$ and wxiting and readin~ which are ChU-
acterized as second-order processes. Even with
these categorie$ it is apparent that reading is not
cre@”ng  language, but reciting i~ similarly, listen-
ing is not recording a verbal construct that is already
presenq but a more passive activity. As scholar Janet
Emig notes, writing and talking are often mmmonly
considered (though not by linguists) as COmllWY
activities, and while it is true that talking may be a

f pre-writing activity of an author or student (“talking
out” an essay before writing it), writing is distinctly
a learned behavior and results in a visible product,
such as a term paper, a letter, or an essay.

Numemus educational scientists, such as Jer-
ome Bruner, have demonstrated that there are basi-
cally the components in any learning environ-
ment. FirsL there is a motor activity: “learning by
doing” as some prefer to call it. Second there is

iconic representation: an appearUKc ~ m image
represented on paper. ThhL them is symbolic rep
resentation: what we call a statement in words.

‘Ike three activities am bound up in rhetorical
arts. Fiimg writing xtquims the movement of the
han~ thereby engaging the motoric learning fhnc-
tion. seco!@ witing pmduceS an image on a piece
of paper by amngemmt of pmgraplM thus enlist-
ing the iconic learning functkm ~ writing
employs the symbolic learning activity when the
writer records language on paper.

tisider any student’s intuitive notions about
learning. He feefs  he lmows  a reading assignment
better when he takes notes or when he records a
lecture in his notebook (motoric mode). Befm an
examination, the student may practice tiling sam-
ple essay answers as a diagnostic in oder to detect
if he really knows the material well enough (sym-
bolic mode). A student may even find that his note-
taking is more helpful fw fbtum study when he has
organized them by headin~ subheadin~ indenta-
tion, spacing, underlining, and capitalization (iConic
mode).

“Language is Integral to dominion,
for U is the God-given means to

penetrate rea!ltfi to frame knowl-
edge into a concrete structure: a

vehicle to discover the unknown. ”

What is even mm amazing about writing as the
tool for learning are recent findings that see rhetori-
cal arts as “whole-brain” activities While writing is
chiefly a lefi-hemisphere  bin activity, there is now
reason to believe that the right hemisphere is a
source of time, and perhaps four, creative acts that
wriMg encompasses!

Reflect on how writing is uniquely situated to
learning. A student can use writing to analym the
constituent parts of any pmbl~ objec~ or experi-
ence. He can synthesize these same parts into new
arrangements and new classifications. Or he can
trace the progression in his thoughts by a visible
product (writing) which fm a recoxx! of achieve-
ment and initial fomwlations, as in note-taking.

The biblical authom used all three components
to record the most precious knowledge of all, divine
revelation. The wriptures confirm that the prophets
spoke the Word of God, as the Holy Spirit gave them
utterance (2 Peter 1:21). MoEover, like John, the
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prophets recorded them in written language as a
testimony of the truth to the d~believing world+i
motor activity that is a le3rning activity (John
21:24). Reformed theology has always stressed that
the biblical authors were not “mhani~yss ~.
spired by the Holy Spiri4 but manif=ted their own
style while still preserving the inemmt Word of God
The Pmpectivcthat seesleaming connected tothe
motor activity of writing can give us a greater
appreciation of the iqmtance  of God’s method in
giving us the Holy Saiptures

Furthemom, the canon of Scriptm is amnged
by covenanta.1 nqmsentation, which we call Old and
New CovenantS (konic mode~ the church f-
drahed divisions between the various authors,
which we call the “books” of the Bible Also, lan-
guage is used by the biblical authom as an anthmp
morphic “windov#’ to explain the way of salvation
to mankind (symbolic mode). As SL Peter states in
his second epistle, the prophetic word (speech) is
made “mom sure” with its recoding in holy writ
(written language): the apostle mfm to this revela-
tional movement as “light that [now] shines in a
[pnwiously] dark place” (1 Peter 1:19).

The Bible often mfm to language as a learning
tool, fkqyently to employ ckification and com-
pamanh’ast skills. In Genesis 215, God places
pre-fden Adam in the Gmkm of Eden “to tend and
keep it” It is then Adam’s task to mm and class@
the-* and bhdsas God br@gsthmt  Oh

It is interesting to note the text at this point God
“broughtt hemm Adamtos eewhathewouM@
them And WkWC% Adam cdkd each living cma-
tur@mtwasi  tsname.’’Adam isgive@emspon-
sibilityto uselanguage inordertopmnde meaning
Godherc  hasmated the living matures at of
nothing, and it is man’s dominion m %cmMe” by
using language to identify.

Language is integral to dominion, for it is the
God-given means to penetrate reality, to frame
knowledge into a conaete structure: a vehicle to
discover the unknown. Adam used language to dif-
ferentiate: that is, how one living thing differed km
another living thing was reduced to the name Adam
assigned to i~

The Bible also discusses the uniformity and
sheer “power” of language, performed either fm
good or evil. At the Tower of Babel, God con-
founded the universal language in order to defeat the
combkxl enemies of the Lord and to prevent their
sdfdeification. Conversely, language is redemp-
tively developed in the New Testament to the point
where St. Paul spends considerable time discussing

the name of “tongues” and the “lmpomnmoflan-
guage-inteqmation (Whatever view is taken on
what “tongues” actually are, it is certainly true that
language plays a prominent importmce as a @ of
God.)

But how is language organi& andhowcanwe
use it in the home school curriculum? The answer
lies in the understanding of the trinitmian name of
language  a sub@t I will address in the next install-
ment

Let Us Give Thanks

Wbibrosewrote,”N odutyismamg-

thantbatof returning thanks” alrisians
throughout thtagwhave confc=dddssame
mxixnent, yet, in practice, we too &en Ml
Short intheexerci= of this duty.
During this ~ wvhmour nation turns

aside to ccklxate a mn of tlmks@hg,
may Our km echo Psalm 107:1

II O give thanks unto the Lord, fm He is
#, for His mercy endureth fomm. II

II Have a Blessed II
Thanksgiving!II II
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Creation and Covenant Making
Part Two

stlJdles ln Genesis one

Jmes  B. bnkw

(In Part I of this essay, we nutedthat  the
jive-jioki  “Covenant Model”  discussed by
Ray S~n in his book Thd YOU Mqy Pro-
sper ha che analogies to the creaO”on  se-
quence of Genesis One. In short, the se-
quence of creatibn,  and of re-creation  else-
where in Scripture, betrays the fmt that the
act of creating is do the act of covenant
making. We come now to the kxt three as-
pects of the “covenantlre-creatbn”  mo&L)

Distributing — Stipulations

Having reworked His math in Days One,
Two, and Tluee, God then distributed it to various
rulers or governors, just as Jesus, after He broke
bIW@ “gave it to His disciples. As Jesus gave us the
bread and ~ He also gave us instructions “take
andea~drink ofitallofyow”

Any time anything is &ribu@ it comes with
instructions. If you purchase a toy fm your childre~
it comes with instructions. If you are given a car, it
comes with an owner’s manual. Similarly, when-
ever God makes anew creation and anew covenan~
He gives instructions as He distributes it to its
governors. In the Mosaic covenan~ for instance,
there were three groups of rulers: priests, hvite~
and Israelites. The law of Moses carefhlly lays out
the instructions for each class. In the Davidic cove-
nant them are additional rulers: kings, dodeepm
choriste~ and othem, and them am rules fa each:
Each group is given certain area to manage, and”
given iwtructins  to go with it

While them am acts of distribution on Days E%e
and Six, Day Four highlights this stage of covenant
making. The heavenly bodies m set up for the
p~se of ruling time. To them is distributed the

{ heavens, and they are put under law. At this poin~
however, no blessings or cumes are given, and so
this is the ckxmst manifestation of the stipulations-
section of the covenan~ (On Day FNe we get distri-
bution and sanction, and on Day Six we get distribu-
tion, sanction, and succession.)

Evaluation — Sanctions
God evaluated each Day as it passed, pronoun-

cing W work “good” (except f= Day Two). The
culmination of His mmluations came at the end of the
week when all was ‘%ry good” (1:31). Thus, evalu-
ations com at the e~ befm mst

Day FNe, however, fmuses attention on sanc-
tions as a stage in the covenant-making process.
Here forthe&sttime  wesee Mblessing~of
His cmuion (v. 22). In terms of the covenant model,
WICtiOtlS  come  - Sti@atiOIIS  and before succes-
sion, and that is indeed the order of Days Four
through Six

Rest — Succession
Once we’ve evaluated something, we can relax

and enjoy it if it is good. That is what God did on the
Seventh  Day. h - of the ~enant m0d4 an
aspect of such rest is the ability to tmnsfer mqmnsi-
bility to a sucmssor. The older man can retke and
spend his later yearn in relative leisure — working at
more artistic and less pressing - — because the
younger man has taken up the responsibility. This
aspect of the covenant is set out on Day Six.

Theentire world isdistributed to manon Day
Six, and he is ble~ but beyond this it is said that
manis God’sownimage. Manis God’sswessorin
history. God began the work and set the pattern; now
manistocomplete theworkbyfulfilhg  thepattem

The celebmtion of successi~  the Uansfa of
authority, is signified by a meal in Scripture. The
covenant is transf~ to the successor at the point
of the meal. Notice fm instance, that Isaac trans-
f~ the covenant to Jacob at a meal (Gen. 2’7), and
that the climax of the Mosaic covenant-making
event was a meal (& 24). This is part of the
meaning of the Led’s Supper, that Jesus gives the
New Covenant to us. At any rate, we notice that the
covenant-transfer meal is found in Genesis 1:29-30,
the animals beiig included as man’s assistants.

Conclusion
Our study has shown that the acts of creation in

Genesis One m simuhaneously  acts of covenant
establishment. The five aspects of the covenant fit
with the six parts of the rite and are non-exclusively
highlighted on the seven &ys of the week as we
have seen:

Transcendence
and worship
Himrchy
Stipulations
sanctions
Succession

and rest

Taking Hold
Giving Thanks
Dividing & Nkllling
Disrnbuting
Evaluating
(Rest)
Rest

Day one
Day Two
Day Four
Day Five
Day six
Day sewn
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The Triune Judge
Partmm

Peter J. Leithad

In the last essay, we saw that the Father is the
Judge, and that He exemises His judicial authority to
accomplish His ends among men. In this essay, we
willseethat Christ alsohmajtiM offi~Thisis
probably even more oflen neglected by modem
Christians than the judicial ofiice of the Father. We
should never view the Persons of the Ttity as if
They wem pitted against each other. The Son is no
less a Judge than the Father.

We can look at the judicial office of Christ tim
a number of ditlkrent  angles. One helpfid way to
look at the Son’s work is in the traditional categories
of humiliation and exaltation. Generally, we think of
theearthly workofthehmrnatehm reconcili-
ation and peacemaldng.  Christ did not com to bring
judgment, but to bring peace (U 214 Jn. 3:17;
12:43 Rom 5:1).

While this is certainly true, it is only one side of
the picture. Jews also claimed that His earthly
ministxy was a ministry of judgmen~ In John 939,
Hecharacterk  Hisentire missionon eaxth asa
mission of judgmenti ‘For judgment I have come
into this world.” h context of this declamation is
significan~ John 9 tells the stoxy of Jesus healing a
manwhohad been born blind, AsHe didsoofte~
Jesus healed themanon the Sabbath. Thisledtoa
dispute with the Pha&es,  who investigated the
inciden~ questioning both the man and his pamnk
The even~ we are told in verse 16, caused a schkrna,
a division, among the people. Some defended Jesw,
others accused Him of blasphemy. Thus, one ele-
ment of the judicial work of Christ in His humili-
ation is division and dkimina tion, dividing by His
word son h father and brother fkom brother (cf
ML 1034-3~ Lk. 1251-53).

Another element comes out at the end of the
narmtive in John 9. In general, Jesus’ opponents
were powerfid membm of the religious establish-
men~ and His supporters wem poor and often op-

pressed common people. After separating these two
groups Jesus reversed their status. This part of
Jesus’ earthly ministry is more prominent in Luke’s
gospel, with its frequent refenmces to the Jubilee (cf.
Lk. 4:12-16). In John 9 Jesus describes this mvemal
as a process of blinding and giving sight, He judges
the world “so that those who do not see might see
and those who see might become blind.” This ex-
presses the puqwse of Christ’s division: to take the

kingdom h the self-righteous and to give it to
those who am righteous by faith. It is si ‘gndicant that
this reveml is described in terms of blindness. Sight
is a prerequisite fw judgemen~ by blinding the
pharisexm he takes b them the ability to judge,
and opens the eyes of His people in mkr to nmder
just judgemen~

Jesus was thinking of “judgment’ in the light of
its Old Testament usage. According to Leon M-
judgment in scripture does not mfa to an abstmct
and impassive intellectual discrimination, a “neu-
tral” weighing of evidence. Rather, “judgment is the
process whereby one discerns between the right and
the wrong and takes actibn as a result.” Judgment
includes dimbination,  but it leads to vindication of
the right (The Biblictd  Doctrine of Judgment [Grand
Rapids: Wrdmans, 1960], p. 17). When Jesus said
that Hehadcome  fmjudgmenL Hemeantthat  He
hadcometodkiminatebetween thetrue and the
false Ismel, and to vindicate His people by blinding
His enemies.

We associate Christ’s exaltation more readily
with judgment than we do ECs humiliatkm Even so,
it is striking to discover how central Christ’s judicial
office was in the apostolic preaching of the gospel.
Peter explained to Cornelius that J- had com-
manded the disciples “to preach to the people and to
test@ that Heistheone whom God appointedas
judge of the living and the dad” (Acts 1042).
Similarly, Pd told the skeptical phikbsophers on
Mars Hill that God’’has set a day when He will judge
the world with justice by the man He has appointed.
Hehasgiven pmofofthis toallmenbymising Him
from the dead” (Acts 17:31). A major theme in the
book of Remans, &yin the dy chaptem, is
the heightened threat of divine judgment since the
restmection and asoension of Christ (cf. Rem. 25-
11, 16, 3:25-26). In Revelation. of course, the wmth
of the Lamb has an impxtant place.

Of course, God had always been judge. The
threat of divine vengeance has always hung, like the
swad of Damocles, over the covenant-broker. Yet,
the New Testament indicates that the exaltation of
Christ heightens that threat Prior to the coming of
ChxisL God “winked at” disobedience (Acts 17:30,
WV); He does this no longer. In the fit centuxy, the
imminent threat was the destruction of Jerusalem
But the same general principle holds true still today.
We are living in the age of crisis, the time of
decision. God has spoken in the last days through
His Son; them is no higher source of revelation to
come. Nw is the judgment of this world. This must

coruinued  pn~e 12
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Capitalizing the Future:
The Christian and Wealth — Part Two

kn Ho@e.
(In the jirst part of this essay, Mr. Hedge

iboked at thejiuuibentul nature of ecommics.
FoUbwing Ludwig von A4bes he no~d that
econonu”cs  ~ human actibn. It is you and I
making choices. Since choices are inesc*[e,
so economics b inescapable.

Becatue  ecomnics  is basic to \ijle itse~ it i$
a prom”nent  subject in the Bible. In fmt the kzst
jive comman&nents  are directly related to eco-
nomI”c matters: preserving one’s lijie, wife,
goods, and reputation. Tk book of Prove&s,
because it i$ literally page aj?er page of practi-
cal advice on human action, places a great &ai
of emphasis on econom”cs.  We must ther~ore,
diwelop a distinctively Chri$tian  qpproach  to
econom”cs.

In so dbing,  w must exzmine whether or not
it is proper or n“ght to accumukte  wealth. And #
it is a n“ghteous  goal,  by M#u2t  means may *
accomplish it, and to what end shouki a
Christids  accumulated wwdth be Wed?)

Christianity’s “Final Hurdle”
Economics is Christianity’s “final hurdle;’ ac-

coxding to R. E. MeMaster. At the same time it is also
Christianity’s first hurdle. Recently I was speaking
with a church elder who did not like the idea of
Christians working too had and making too much
wealth. For him it was more “spiritual” to remain
with the basic essentials fm survival, a modest
home, car, etc. So I asked him this question: How
many missionmies and evangelists could his church
support if they had at least one millionaire tithing his
income? Before he answ~ I followed it with a
second question: How much evangelism could your
church undertake if it had several wealthy individu-
als faithfully tithing their income? The advocates of

..f the “simple lifestyle” approach are ultimately say-
ing the Church is to have little or no finance. Too
often Christian organizations are living parasites,
surviving off the wealth of others while at the same
time saying wealth should be avoided. While there
is a legitimate place for charitable organizations, too
many manipukue those who do work to give to their
organization, often by attempting to make us feel
guilty for the Fdct that we actually do have some
wealth to give away, in order that they can then go

around preaching and telling us tht we should not
be wealthy. Then they wonder why &k ministries
are ham-strung through lack of financm. They have
castrated their own fhture, and too often seek a
solution to the problem they have created through
government Iuindou& that is money confiscated by
taxation. We would all be better off if these organi-
zations taught those of us who do work how to
create, manage, and keep our hmkamed wealth,
then we would have mom of it to give to them.
Unless there is the creation of capital them can be
little tithing and charity, and the greater the amount
of capital the greater potential fm use of that capital
for the extension of God’s Kingdom.

Man, with finite knowledge lives with the f=
of fdum. Risk is a part of the life God has given to
us. We do not know the fb~ only the One who
holds the future. The lbve of money is the mot of all
evil. Wealth offixs one of the greatest risks because
of the temptations it offm. Yet it is a risk which the
Christian community must f=e, and face it in terms
of faithfhl stewmiship of the resources God gives to
His people.

In the nature of things, wealth has its own m-
rewards and punishnxmts Again to quote McMasteE
“The indisputable, unshakable truth for a rich man is
that he will maintain mom of his wealth long-term
when he tithes to his church, supports local charities,
and sees that the health, education and welfzue needs
of his local community are met through these offer-
ings. If, instead, he takes a shcnt-term selfish per-
spective and hoards his wealth, government will fill
the vacuum of his irresponsibility. Then, the health,
education and welfare needs of the people will be
met inefficiently by government through its bu-
reaucmcy at a much higher COSL at least four times
higher, and possibly to the point of total wealth
confiscation if a communist or socialist government
is established. So, rich men have a choice. They can
either pay a little now, or literally have hell to pay
late~’ (p. 251).

The future belongs to those who capitalize the
fhture through the creation and stewardship of
wealth, This is why a debt oriented society is so
disastrous. Existentialism has created the “now”
generation. People do not save for the futuxe. In my
capacity as an investment adviser and financial
planner, I deal with retiring couples who have little
or no capital. They have a house to live in, but they
must feed on the crumbs which the they can fiord
on a meager government pension. On the other hand,
I speak with younger couples who are intent on

cotiinued  on page 12
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Mas&r Your Monq by Ron Blue.
(Thomas Nelson, 1986). 236
pages. $14.95 (Cloth). Reviewed
by Michael R Gilstmp.

Ron Blue is a C.PA. who at the
age of 32 “had it made.” A lovely
ftily, a thriving practice mem-
bemhip at an exclusive countty

club, major ownmhip i WO banks, and all the oh-r
accoutrements of success. He was at the top, but he
began to wonder ‘When will I ever have enough?”

Asking himself that question began the process
which lead to his establishing a Christian financial
counseling firm, Christiun Financidl  Management
of AtlanQ Georgia and ultimately resulted in the
book we have before us.

Although I have read a number of personal
financial management books, I find Mmr Yow
Money to beamong the best Chiefly Ithink the
reason forthat liesinthe  fact that this is indeeda
Christian financial management book Too often
whencoming toabookofthis kind one expectsto
find either a good finadal  managennmt book or a
Christian financial managment book — mdy does
one find a good Christian financial management
book which integrates biblical principles with tech-
nically sound and practically applicable financial
expertise. Minter Your Money is such a book

Blue begins with his underlying presupposi-
tions. His philosophy of nmney management IIXiy be
Summmizd in thn!!e main points:

1. Godowns it all.
2. Money is never an end in itself, but is
merely a resource used to accomplish other
goals and obligations.
3. Spend less than you earn and do it for a
long time, and you will be financially suc-
cessful.

An oft quoted proverb in Minter Your Money is
“He who ~them money little by little makes it
grew” (Prov. 13:11). That points to the second
reason this book is such a value: future orientation.

At every poin~ Blue reiterates the absolute
necessity of a fum orientation as opposed to a
present orientation. He points out the perils of a

consumptive lifestyle. In facg he sees a consumptive
likstyk+that is spending more than you can affoni
or spending more than you should and ignaing
future goals and prioritkx+as  the biggest financial
mistake among Chris&m today.

Along the same lin~ Blue argues against using
debt to finance the iiture.  He recognb that the
Bible doesn’t ftiid da but it does &courage its
use Hewarns thenziderof thevexyrealdangmof
debt He asks the question, “Why is so much written
about debt in God’s Wd?” He answers it in thee
wa~. 1) debt is extremely deceptiw+getting  into
debt is ~getting out is next to impossibl% 2)
debt mats  bondage-the bomower is savant to the
lender (Pmv. 227); and 3) debt presumes upon the
time and may deny the debtor an opportunity fm
Godtoworkin hislife.

Blue doesn’t simply tell you how bad debt ~
either. He outlines specific criteria for undertakhg
deti He also offkxs those readers who am cummtly
overtheir heads indebt  aspecific action planto
recover fimn their debt

M-r Yow Money is an eminently practical
book in yet another way. Blue doesn’t fill his
reader’s mind with a lot of good sounding principles
and then leave it up to each individual to apply what
he’s read Rather he provides numemus worksheets,
fm, and pemonal fimmcid -y took which the
reader mayuseas astepby-step  planto attain
ihmcial freedom.

There is one blight on this otherwise picturesque
landscape, and I would be remiss ifl did not mention
i~ Blue is weak on the tithe. Please don’t misunder-
sta@ he advocates VW strongly a planned giving
pmgmm fm evv famdy. In f=~ at cextain points in
the book he almost (but doesn’t quite) comes out and
says Christians should tithe 10%0 of their income.
Alas, this is one weakness in an othenvise excellent
book.

The Restkss  Heart: The
Ufe and Influence of Sk
Augustine by Michael
Marshall. (Eerdmans,
1987). 151 pages, fblly il-
lustxatd $19.95 (cloth).
Reviewed by Michael R.
Gilstrap.

My wife and 1 named
our fmt son after St. Au-
gustine, so as you might

guess we are very ftiar with the life and work of
this great church father. Augustine, more than any
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other individual, shaped the course of western
Christianity prior to the Reformation. Sadly, many
Christians are unaware of his importance

ThiS biogmphy was published to mmmmom&
the 1600th anniversal’y of Augustine’s convemion.
The title is taken fimn one of Bishop Augustine’s
collects (prayers) during the fmtival of Pentecost
“Almighty Q you have made us fw youmelf, and
OUI’ hearts are K@= ti they find their ~t in you”

The Restless Heart  gmw out of author Michael
Marshall’s longstanding enthusiasm for the life and
work of Augustine. In 1985 Mamhall, an episcopal
Bishop, was able to undedce a long-awaited pil-
grimage to the streets Augustine trod- Fresh firm the
experience, Ma&all wrote this popular biography
in the hope of interesting othem in the life and work
of the chumh father.

I can only pray that such will be the effizt
Augustine is important to Christians today not only
because he is a decisive figure in the history of the
Church, but also because of the example and instruc-
tion his life ofkrs to us. Augustine lived in a period
of great and rapid change. His youth was secure as
a citizen of one of the greatest empires in human
history. Rome’s decline during his Mktime was
swif~ however. bnstant  change marked the years
of Augustine’s Me. So much so that at the end of his
life, when he was Bishop of the North African port
of Hippo, Rome’s power was so impotent that the
city was blockaded by the warriors of a tribe who had
originally sailed fkom Sweden. Rome indeed had
fallen.

As a chumh leader, Augustine had to seize the
challenge of meeting change and new enviro-
nments. He was called to minister to a cultm in the
flux of transition. Them is much we can learn fmm
the life of Augustine. We live in a day in many
respects similar to his.

Marshall’s work provides an excellent introdu-
ction to Augustine’s life. Although thae are other
biographies which are more complete (Peter
Brown’s being the best), The Restless Heart does
what it is intended to do: interests others in the life.( and work of this great man.

Hoi&e,  umdnuedjhm  page 10

obtdning a 30-year mortgage fw their ho= but

will not discipline themselves to save for the future.
They hope fm an old-age pension, when the truth is
them will be nopension,orifthem is, it will be worth
little. The population is aging There will be more
collecting welfare and less paying taxes ‘That means
one of two things: either imeased taxes (and in-
crased tax evasion and avoidance) or lower welfare
payments. While inf!ation exists it will mean both
occur simultaneously. In f=g our inflationary ece
nomic system is filed by debt.

Christians must learn to become the major
Wdh Creators and throllgh godly U= Of that Wdth
establish inStitUtiOIIS which will fbrther the King-
domofGodasit  manifests itself onearth. Thisisour
calling in Ch&, that His kingdom might extend
throughout the whole w-and that He alone might
have the preeminence in all things. Why do we
w?

Leithart,  cotidj?om  pqe 9
be one of the emphases of our gospel witn~ How
shall we escape if we despise so great a salvation?

Christ’s judicial activity could also be desaibed
in tans of His three-fold office of prophe~ pries~
and king. Each of these has judicial elements As
propheg Jesus is God’s “prosecuting attomey~’
bringing charges against all rebels and producing
the convicting evidence. Jesus is the prophe~ war-
ning Israel of its imminen~ final demise (Mt. 21:33-
ti, 22:1-14 23:37-39). The priestly office also has
judicial dimensions. Priestly offerings and sacri-
fices propitiate the wrath of the Divine Judge (Rem
3:25-26). On the cross, Jesus satisfied the justice of
the Father, and now He pleads in the heavenly
courtroom for us (Jn. 2: 1). Finally, Christ is the royal
Judge. He rules nations, blessing ftithfidness and
cursing unfaithfulness. He discriminates between
right and wrong, and cmiem history for the good of
His church. He is the Greater Solomon who discerns
the true mother and acts on her behalf(I Ki. 3:1628).
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