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politicians. They are on their best behavior in elec­
tion year. We made up a candidate questionnaire in
which we asked all the candidates throughout the
state their position on control of non-public education.
We let them know that their views would be pub­
licized. We got· many of them on· record. I noticed
that the best response was from our own area, N or­
thern Virginia. Politicians there kn~w we could
organize and make things uncomfortable for. them
when we chose to do so.

Meanwhile I wrote to the people who had signed
the petitiqns and informed them about events. I also
solicited contributions which helped to make the
whole thing nearly self-supporting.

We still have all the petitions! We never had to
use them. The month before the legislature was to go
back into session, the State Board· of Education
rescinded their resolution unanimously. We had won
an important victory.

SOME SUBSEQUENT VICTORIES We have helped
elect a number of conservatives to state and local
offices in the past few years. The papers now refer to
us as the "powerful right-wing" of the Republican
Party.

I would like to tell you how we have been able to.
take over the local Republican Party machinery. The
County Chairman is elected every two years at the
County Convention. Delegates to the County Con­
vention are elected at "mass" meetings of Republican
Party members. Not many people come to these
mass meetings. In 1964 about 14 of us in the City of
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Fairfax got organized about two hours before the
mass meeting. We had enough votes to elect our­
selves to the County and State Conventions and to
bind the delegation to Barry Goldwater.

By getting just a few persons from each precinct
to the mass meetings, we get our people elected. Last
year only six people attended from my precinct. My
wife and I, together with a conservative neighbor,
got elected to the County Committee.

We motivate our people to get out through issues
that are of interest to them. The liberals accuse us of
being one-issue people. They are the one-issue
crowd. Their issue is always to expand the power of
civil government and tax us to death to pay for it.
We are interested in a variety of issues.

But we are smart enough to know that you have
to build coalitions to be successful. We get anti­
ERA, pro-gun, right-to-work, pro-life, pro-defense,
anti-tax people together and we win. In 1980 we
elected a conservative Republican Party County
Chairman. We didn't. try to control the County
Committee. That was a mistake. They gave our
man trouble throughout his term. We learned. In

.1982 we elected both the Chairman (who had been
my legislative aide in Richmond) and the majority to
the County Committee.

This year we had elections for the County Board
of Sup~rvisors. They have a four year term. The
Supervisors set the budget, pass ordinances, and ap­
point the School Board, among other things. We
went after one supervisor, a liberal Republican. She
was .defeated in the primary. Our candidate, a
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private school director, won every precinct In the
general election.

I could write a lot more about what we have been
able to accomplish in the shadow of our nation's
capital. Government is the main "industry" in Nor­
thern Virginia. We believe that if conservatives can
win in Northern Virginia, they ought to be able to
win in most other places in the country, with motiva­
tion, and the right organization and candidates.

When I went to Richmond, a lobbyist from the
Farm Bureau came to call upon me. That organiza­
tion considers itself quite conservative. The lobbyists
are used to having liberals in the legislature from
Northern Virginia. After he found out my conser­
vative views his question was, "How in the world did
you ever get elected from Northern Virginia?"

It wasn't easy. I've lost more than my share of
times. But it can be done. In the next chapter I
would like to take you through the subject of cam­
paigning. There is a lot to it. There is a place for
every Christian to fit in.
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RUNNING A CAMPAIGN

Congressman Larry McDonald told me there
were four ingredients to a successful campaign:

1. A candidate
2. Issues
3. Money
4. Organization

McDonald said you could win if you had three of
the four. My experience bears this out. Mediocre or
even poor candidates have been able to win with
good public relations, with issues, money, and
organization.

In this chapter I want to go into the different
aspects of a campaign. There is a lot more to it than
meets the eye. It's not just a matter of tossing the
proverbial hat in the ring, getting your name on the
ballot, making a few speeches, and waiting until
election day.

A veteran politico once told me, "Politics is a
business." There is a lot of truth in that statement,
too. If Christians apply themselves in the field of
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politics, they will reap the benefits. But it isn't going
to be easy.

I plan to cover lots of aspects of campaigning in
this chapter. I've been in a lot of campaigns. I think I
understand the subject fairly well. But it is beYQnd
the scope of this book to provide the comprehensive
knowledge the serious campaign will require. So
seek expert help. Ifyou are sick, go to a doctor. Pipes
leaking? See a plumber. Yes, politics involves a host
of volunteers and anyone and everyone can make a
contribution. But campaigning has become sophisti­
cated business, tod.

You can learn much from those who work with
this day in and day out. The success of the New
Right in recent elections has not come about by acci­
dent. The New Right is led by some sharp men and
women (most of them on the young side) who have
learned the realities of successful politics. At the end
of this chapter I'll list some groups that will be
helpful to you.

I have attended several campaign schools where
we received the very best help available. It is impor­
tant to avail yourself of these fine resources. Other­
wise you will make a lot of mistakes and might just
get too discouraged to stick with it.

THE CAMPAIGN GOAL The goal is simple. You
want to win. Christians should not be satisfied just to
be part of the "loyal opposition." You don't get to
hold office unless you win.

To win you need to get more votes than your op­
ponent. Sounds simple enough, doesn't it?
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To get more votes than your opponent, you need
to figure out how many you are going to need. You
want to figure out how many your opponent is going
to get. This means setting up a vote goal. What is a
vote goal and how do you determine what it should
be? How do you get the votes?

PLOTTING A STRATEGY It should be obvious by
now that you need a strategy. Planning is important
in politics, just like anything else. If Christians want
to get involved in political campaigning either as
candidates or by supporting candidates, they need to
plan.

You join with others who are interested in the
same goals you have and begin your planning. Prob­
ably one of the first decisions you must make is
whether you are going to work in one of the two ma­
jor political parties, in a minor party, or as an inde­
pendent.

The time may come when we need to have a
third party. In some instances an independent cam­
paign may bear fruit. In most cases we are going to
be most successful if we work within the Democrat
or Republican Party.

I am a Republican. I was born a Democrat. This
book is dedicated to a Democrat. I believe Larry
McDonald was the finest man we had in the United
States House of Representatives. I am a Republican
because I find their philosophy more in line with my
own, certainly in the area of the country in which I
live. You may find it better to work in the Democrat
Party.



144 THE CHRISTIAN AND POLITIes

The liberals like to think they own the Democrat
Party. Richard Viguerie says their attitude toward
Republicans is, "What is mine (the Democrat Party)
is mine. What is yours (the Repubiican Party) is
negotiable." The liberals want to control both par­
ties. Their idea of a two-party system is to have a lib­
eral Democrat running against a liberal Republican.
Then you can take your pick in November. Why not
turn it around and have a conservative Democrat
running against a conservative Republican and then
let the liberals take their pick?

In any case, I think we Christians need to stand
on principle and not blindly follow a political party
just because that has been a tradition with us. At the
same time we can not lightly dismiss political par­
ties. Right now the most effective way to work at
politics is through a political party.

After deciding which party you want to work in,
you will need to look over the election picture. What
offices will be voted on this year? What comes up
next year? Remember, it isn't just the office of Presi­
dent we need to be concerned about. There are elec­
tions at every level. Every office is important. Your
influence can be far greater at the local level than in
a national campaign.

KEEPING TRACK OF PEOPLE Political campaigns .
involve people, lots of people. They are the ones who
vote. I learned to carry a pack of 3 by 5 cards with
me at all times. I wrote down the name, address,
and phone number of potential voters and workers.
It is amazing how you soon build a substantial file.
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You need to get a computer. They are cheap now
and can be very effective. Larry Pratt has developed
a good program for keeping track of people and
issues through the computer. We computerized our
last campaign. We were able to send out personal
letters with the computer. The computer has fan­
tastic possibilities. Richard Viguerie's mailing list
and his computers made him the king of political
fundraisers. Without his work, the New Right would
not have enjoyed the political success of the past
several years.

In dealing with people, you want to know where
they stand on the issues. This can be learned
through polls or by other contacts. Petitions provide
a good source for knowing where people stand on
issues. I have had people ask me where I stood on
gun control. That is the only issue they cared about.
A letter to such a person on other issues would be a
waste of mail and could even result in losing his
vote.

THE CAMPAIGN CALENDAR A campaign calendar
works in reverse. You decide what you are going to
do on election day ~nd you work backward to the
present time.

The campaign calendar enables you to plan so
that everything gets done properly. Time seems to go
much faster when you are in a campaign. Someone
has suggested that if you want to see time go quickly,
sign a 90 day note. I would add, "Get involved in a
political campaign."

With a campaign calendar you· can set dates for
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recruiting workers, raising money, canvassing the
voters, and all the other things that need to be done.

SELECTING CANDIDATES Candidates for political
office come from all walks of life. The most frequent
background is. that of an attorney. Sixty percent of
the Virginia General Assembly were attorneys when
I was there.

Persons can be recruited from various back­
grounds. Often candidates will put themselves for­
ward. The politicians themselves may license others
and require them to have all kinds ofcredentials, but
the politician doesn't have to possess any himself. He
has to meet some age and residency requirements,
file for office, perhaps pay a fee, but that's about it.
The voters pass on his qualifications.

Most successful candidates seem to be outgoing
types, but believe me there are all kinds.

"Don't bet on a horse who doesn't want to run."
That was the advice given to me by a retired colonel
in Alexandria who was active in politics. I don't
recommend you run unless you really want to.

CAMPAIGN ORGANIZATION The key person is the
campaign manager. You will need a treasurer. The
kind of office you. are running for will determine the
extent of the campaign organization.

If you are running for Congress, get a pro to run
the campaign. A housewife or retired person who
has time may be a good manager for a state or local
office.

It is the duty of the candidate to recruit workers.
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Most of the workers will be volunteers. It is the duty
of the campaign manager to put them to work. The
candidate should be free of the details of running the
campaign.

A good public relations person is important in a
campaIgn.

RESEARCH ON THE OPPOSITION It is important
to conduct careful research of your opposition.
Politicians like to hide their records. Most persons
have no idea how they voted. They are skilled in
voting in such a way that they can satisfy both sides
on an issue. For example, they may vote one way in
committee and a different way on the floor. They
may vote against their own convictions if their vote
is not needed for passage of a bill. They would do
this when their position was unpopular with a ma­
jority of constituents.

When my son John ran for the State Senate, he
first researched his opponent's record. He pointed
out that the Senator had campaigned against a sales
tax on food and then voted to raise the tax. He found
many inconsistencies in his voting record. Although
John was only 22, he came close to upsetting this
powerful legislator. Four years later the Senator
chose not to run again.

The best way to check out the record is to go to
the Courthouse or State Capitol for local and state
races. At the state level there may be a conservative
rating organization which would be helpful. There
are many groups, liberal and conservative, who
monitor important votes at the Federal level.
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GETTING OUT THE VOTE Getting the vote out on
election day is crucial to a winning campaign. As I
mentioned before, a vote goal should be set. This
can be determined by studying results from previous
elections. There is usually very little change from
one election to another.

In addition to establishing an overall vote goal,
the campaign should set a vote goal for each
precinct. The precinct can be further broken down
into subdivisions and blocks. By breaking the vote
goals down into smaller units, the task does not seem
so formidable. The worke,rs can see that the vote
goals are realistic and the election can be won.

The most practical way to get the vote out on elec­
tion day is by the telephone. The telephone is a vital
part of campaigning. The most effective way is by us­
ing "telephone banks." Several phones will be iI)stalled
at campaign headquarters or elsewhere. This works
better than having the phoning done at home. The
person doing the phoning at home is likely to be
distracted and may ~ot get the work accomplished.

In order to call the voters on election day, you
need to know who the favorable voters are. You do
not want to remind the unfavorable voters to come
out. During the campa ign you are working to iden­
tify the favorable ·voters.

Who are the favorable voters going to be? There
are several factors. First is name identification or
name J.D. as it is called. A person will not vote for
someone if he has never heard of the candidate.
Newspaper articles, brochures, bumper stickers,
signs, direct mail, door-to-do~r campaigning, can-
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didate nights, and receptions are ways that a can­
didate gets to be known. There will be various
political party functions to attend.

The next factor influencing the voter is the
perception the voter has of the candidate. Most
voters have very little knowledge of the candidates.
Presidential candidates get a lot of press coverage.
Not much is reported about candidates for local and
state offices. The voters will have some general
perception of the candidate. It will not necessarily be
the reality about that person. In Washington the say­
ing is that "perception is the reality."

After perception comes the issues. They are not
as important as many people imagine. Conser­
vatives tend to be more issue oriented. Most cam­
paigns center around one or two issues. It is not wise
to develop more than three issues in a campaign. I
have seen candidates try to run on 30 or 40 issues.
Needless to say, they got few votes.

A fourth factor is the negative one. If there are
negative factors in the candidate's life, he needs to
overcome these.

In various ways the campaign seeks to win votes.
There is a certain base party vote that can usually be
counted on in every election. There are always peo­
ple who vote a straight party ticket no matter who is
running. Through telephone or door-to.:.door can­
vassing the favorable voters are identified. Their
names and phone numbers are recorded. On elec­
tion day they are encouraged to get out to vote. A
well-organized campaign will keep track of the per­
sons who have voted. Those who fail to vote by three
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or four in the afternoon will be called on the phone
or someone may personally stop by the house.

FUNDRAISING Money will not buy votes. If that
were true, Rockefeller would have been President.

It is an important factor in most campaigns
nevertheless. More often than not, the candidate
who raises the most money will stand the best chance
of winning.

It isn't easy to raise money for political cam­
paigns. Fifty or a hundred dollars is considered a
good contribution even in a. Congressional cam­
paign. I have never quite understood why. people
will payout thousands of dollars in taxes each year,
but will hardly give anything to political candidates.

I do not favor public funding of elections. Nor
should there be limits on what a person can give to
candidates. That interferes with his right of free
speech. Most of the money for Presidential cam­
paigns comes from the dollar checkoff on the income
tax return. Checking the dollar off does not affect the
tax you owe or any refund you might be eligible for.
It appears that it costs nothing. That is only ap­
pearance. The money in effect comes out of the
Treasury. There is no such thing as a free lunch.
And there is no such thing as a free political cam-. .

palgn.
How much money does it take to run? A good

way to figure that out is by studying financial reports
from previous campaigns. Usually these will be on
file with the Electoral Board. A challenger with low
name identification will probably need more money
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to run successfully than a well-known incumbent.
One source of funds is the political action com­

mittee. There are thousands of these PACS as they
are called. They operate at national, state, and to
some extent at local levels. Some of them not only
raise and distribute funds to candidates with whom
they agree, but also provide campaign training. The
campaign schools they conduct may be worth much
more than the funds they give.

The telephone is useful in fundraising. It enables
your campaign to talk personally to- potential con­
tributors. It is especially effective as a follow-up to
direct mail.

Direct mail fundraising is the most effective way
that r have found. Perhaps you find yourself on
many mailing lists and receive numerous requests
for donations. That indicates the effectiveness of this
kind of fundraising.

There is an art to direct mail fundraising.
Among conservatives, Richard Viguerie is known as
the most successful. Richard told me that he spends
several hours every day learning more about it.

I shall pass on to you some of the things I have
learned. Conservatives have more success than
liberals in raising money. Liberals, as I have men­
tioned before, like to spend other people's money.
They are not "liberal" with their own. I am told,
however, that the most successful fundraising letter
was written by none other than George McGovern.
It was a long one at that (about 22 pages if I recall
correctly). I am told that long letters, if well written,
will raise more money than short l~tters.
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Conservatives are· more successful with direct
mail because conservatives are issue-oriented. Such
people give more generously. I found this to be true
in Northern Virginia politics where Larry Pratt,
John Buckley, and I were successful in raising funds.

People give out of current income. I took my first
fund-raising course at a seminar next to the Potomac
River. One of the speakers said the river is like cur­
rent income. The water is flowing by. If you do not
get your bucket out and dip it up, it will be gone for­
ever. This helps to explain why fundraisers come
back again and again. They want to get some of
your current income. If they miss it, it will be gone
forever.

I also learned that the best source of contribu­
tions is from those who have already given. This is
contrary to what we might expect. If I had not
learned this, I would probably say that we .should
not go after the person who already gave. Let's solicit
those who have given nothing. The fact is that those
who have given before are most likely to give again.
I have confirmed this by my own experience.· There
is a. rule in life called the 80/20 rule. Eighty percent
of the sales will be generated by 20 percent of the
salesmen. Eighty percent of the problems in school
will·be caused by 20 percent of the students. I think
this is true with contributions. Eighty percent of the
money will come from 20 percent of the con­
tributors.

Those who have already given are most likely to
give again. Don't go to the well too often though.
Appeals ~hould be properly spaced.
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The reason direct mail is so effective is that you
are able to make a personal contact. Each of us
eagerly looks forward to getting mail. Direct mail is
especially useful for conservatives because the liberal
media does not publish the truth. To show how
much respect the liberal media have for Richard
Viguerie, the first and only question one reporter
asked me was, "Is Richard Viguerie supporting
you?"

With the computer, you can really make direct
mail personal. You can use the first names of those to
whom you are writing. You can ask for precise
amounts of money. You would not ask a $100 con­
tributor for $10, nor would you ask a $10 contributor
for a hundred. With a letter quality printer attached
to the computer, you can not tell the difference be­
tween a computer letter and one written on a
typewriter.

It is important to include a return envelope with
your appeal for funds. Sentences should be short and
so should the paragraphs.

Direct mail fundraisers will even put a lot of one
cent stamps on the envelope to make it more per­
sonal. This can be done by machine. Some will even
put the stamps on crooked!

You can rent mailing lists of potential con­
tributors. You can also "prospect" for contributors by
mailing to the voters in the district or to other lists.
You may lose money on the first mailing, but you
can make it up in additional mailings. In later mail­
ings to those who gave the first time you are not
spending much money relative to what you get in.
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A good contributor list is a capital asset. Guard
.it. Use it judiciously to promote the cause of good
government.

Direct mail fundraising can be combined with
campaigning. You can get your message out at the
same time you are soliciting funds to pay for the
campaign. You can send questionnaires with your
appeal for contributions. Don't be shy about asking
others to give to your campaign. You aren't doing it
just to benefit yourself and your family, but the com­
munity at large. Ifyou don't ask, then don't expect to
receive. Your supporters need to know what your
needs are.

There are many more things to learn about fund­
raising, I suggest studying books written specifically
on the subject or attending a good seminar. Another
idea is to collect fundraising letters you receive and
note how they are written.

RECEPTIONS Holding a reception for candidates
is very useful in political campaigns. These recep­
tions are generally called "coffees" in my part of the
country.

These receptions provide an informal setting in
which voters can meet the candidate you are suppor­
ting. The hostess will provide refreshments. The
candidate gives a short speech and answers ques­
tions. Someone might ask for contributions.

I have found these receptions very useful for
recruiting workers as well as getting votes. The
minister of a church gave a reception for me in his
home. There were 41 persons present. One of them
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was registered in another state (a necessity in his
case). The other 40 signed three by five cards in­
dicating I could count on their support at the polls.
Three persons volunteered to be precinct captains.

lance attended a coffee with 15 in attendance.
All 15 signed up to be workers.

Another advantage of the coffee is that a family
invites friends and neighbors to their home. This is a
way of saying, "1 endorse this person for office." A list
of all the registered voters in the precinct can be
given to the host family. Even though 90% of them
will not come to the coffee, much is accomplished.
They hear about the candidate. They know someon,e
in their community is supporting the candidate.
They appreciate getting a personal invitation.

We provided sample letters for the host family.
We would print the letters for them as well as the sta­
tionery. If you 'canhave one coffee in each precinct
you should be able to win. Be sure to write your host
family a thank you letter when the coffee is over.

PRECINCT ORGANIZATION The precinct is the
place where you vote. Precinct organization is basic.
This is the battle of the trenches. Vote goals should
be set by precinct. Some precincts will be more
favorable than others. You don't need to carry every
precinct to win. The goal is to get as many votes as
you can in each precinct so that added together you
have the winning margin.

The precinct captain leads the precinct. A person
who lives in the precinct with organizational ability
and time to do the job should make a good captain.
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It can be almost anyone. I had a 15 year old high
school student who took over a precinct for me when
I first ran for Congress. He brought in the largest
vote of any precinct in the City of Alexandria. There
were about 31 precincts!

The best job I ever saw in a precinct was done by
my daughter-in-law, Dolly Thoburn. It was in a
Republican Delegate Primary in 1977. Larry Pratt,
John Adams, and I were running against three in­
cumbents. None of us had held political office be­
fore.

Dolly contacted the persons in her precinct who
had voted in previous Republican primaries: She
distributed literature, telephoned, and identified the
favorable voters. On the night before the election,
she and one of my younger sons went to the homes of
all the favorable voters. They hung an attractive
card on· those doors reminding the people to vote for
Pratt, Thoburn, and Adams. The hanger was
homemade and contained a cute little elephant.

Similar signs were posted on the main street in
the subdivision. Dolly and my son, Bobby, were at
the polls on election day to greet the voters and hand
them a piece of literature. The result? Pratt,
Thoburn, and Adams all did better than any of the
incumbents in that precinct.

Wherever we had effective precinct captains, we
would do much better. Some persons serve as
precinct captains year after year. They become very
familiar with voting habits and can be very effective.

Handbooks on politics will contain information
on precinct organization. The political parties prob-
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ably will have information available, too.
It is important to get many people involved in· a

political campaign. This provides more support for
the candidate in terms of votes, spreads the work
around, and helps to recruit future leaders.

HUNTING DUCKS What does hunting ducks have
to do with political campaigning? A lot. You hunt
ducks where the ducks are. You fish where there are
fish. And you campaign where the votes are.

I mentioned earlier that those persons who have
given contributions before are the ones who will likely
give again. This principle holds true with voting.
Those who have regularly voted in the past are the
ones most likely to vote in the future. Of course we
want to get new voters out. That can even mean the
margin of victory.

But it is a mistake to concentrate on the public in
general when as a matter of fact, only a few are
going to vote. We may be misled by all the ads we
see on television for Presidential or Congressional
candidates. In a general election that makes sense.
But even in a Congressional election you don't want
to scatter your shot. Zero in on the people who are
most likely to vote. This is especially true in a
primary. In our area only about eight or nine per­
cent of the registered voters will vote in a
Republican primary. Even fewer turn out· for a
Democrat primary.

This means you conCentrate on those eight or
nine percent, not the 91 or 92% who won't be voting.
And you don't concentrate on those who are not
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registered to vote, especially after the books have
closed for registration. They can't vote for you even
if they want to. I'm not saying you should ignore the
unregistered voters or those who seldom vote. I am
saying to concentrate on those who do vote. Hunt
where the ducks are!

In order to find out who has voted before, you
get a list from the Electoral Board. In our state you
have to be a candidate in order to get such a list. In
our state, the Republican Party will sell lists and
labels. The lists will tell you how old the person is.
They will tell you when they voted, telephone
numbers, and other helpful information.

When I ran for Congress, we had the largest
turnout in the history of the Republican Party in a
Congressional primary in Virginia. "There were five
candidates. The turnout? About nine percent of the
registered voters. All one needed was a plurality of
the votes to win the nomiI).ation.

Very few people vote in primaries. In our area
you can win nomination by getting just one in 20
registered voters to support you. A typical precinct
in our area will have about 2000 registered voters. If
just 50 families (at an average vote of two per
household) could be located in each precinct among
the registered voters, one can get nominated.

CAMPAIGN LITERATURE Campaign literature is
important. Many people want to read something
about a candidate before they will vote for him.
They are more likely to believe something that is in
print than if it is merely spoken. The campaign
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brochure should be brief and attractive. It should ap­
peal to three levels. If the brochure is mailed or left at
the door, one should figure it will take a few seconds
to throw it away. Some large headlines that will catch
the voter's attention are important for that reason.

Pictures are also important in catching the atten­
tion of the casual voter. Family pictures are impor­
tant. Pictures that convey an impression or concern
over some important issue help the image of the can­
didate.

The second level of voter the brochure should
reach is the one who may read a couple of minutes.
The brochure can be laid out to appeal to that per­
son, too.

The third kind of person to appeal to is the one
who is issue-oriented. Those persons will keep the
brochure, read it carefully, and will be influenced by
what it says. The fine print can be used to convey the
message to them.

The brochure should be limited to two or three
issues. Candidates tend to run on non-controversial
issues. The brochure goes to a wide audience. Ifyou
have an issue in which the public is about evenly
divided, you may be wise to leave it out of the
brochure you are distributing to everyone.

For example, suppose the voters in your area are
about evenly divided on the gun control issue (You
can find out by having a poll taken). If you come out
against -gun control, you will lose potential sup­
porters who might agree with you on practically
everything else. You can inform the pro-gun voters
.by direct mail on your position. There is no sense in
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stirring up opposition needlessly. You do not want to
do your opponent's campaigning for him.

Be certain that the brochure has the essential in­
formation about the election. Also your address and
campaign phone number should be listed.

NEGATIVE CAMPAIGNING Christians may not be
favorable towards negative campaigning. In nega­
tive campaigns the emphasis is on the weaknesses of
the other candidate, usually an incumbent.

There is nothing wrong with negative caIIlpaign­
ing, provided it is properly done. The CTlristan
should portray his opponent's record accurCitely. A
negative campaign does not mean that you resort to
mud-slinging and character assassination. It means
that you show why you are against a certain can­
didate.

The media have been complaining about nega­
tivecampaigns by conservatiyes in recent years. The
reason is that these campaigns have been effective.
The fact is that people are more likely to vote against
one candidate than for another. A person in office
has to vote on certain issues sooner or later. No mat­
ter how he votes, someone is not going to like it. In
negative campaigning we point out those votes and
we point out inconsistencies between the person's
voting record and his campaign promises.

A campaign that is only negative probably will
not succeed. The voters will want to know where you
stand on the issues. The voters may sympathize with
the person being attacked. It is best if other persons,
not the candidate, do the negative campaigning.
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Many people do not take campaign rhetoric seri­
ously. It is best if the bad points of an incumbent's
record can be constantly held before the public long
before a campaign begins. If an incumbent votes for
abortion, high taxes, restrictive laws against Chris­
tian schools, etc., let that fact be known before a
candidate announces against him.

YOUTH CAMPAIGNS Young people are an impor­
tant part of a campaign. Not only can they make a
contribution directly, but they can get interested in
the political process. In later years they may become
candidates.

Literature distribution is a good job for young
people. Printing literature is not too expensive. It
costs a lot to mail it. Young people are good at run­
ning door-to-door on a lit drop. Gets lots of them in­
volved. They will influence the votes of their
parents, too.

Young people are good at branding bumpers.
Teach them how to do it. Never brand a bumper
without the owner's permission. If you are putting
on only one sticker, the best place is the front of the
car on the driver's side. Every driver coming the
.other way will see the sticker. A bumper sticker on
the back will be seen only by the persons in the car
that is following.

Whenever I campaigned, I always went to the
high schools. The high schools would have the can­
didates come in for a debate. I found the young peo­
ple quite interested. There are two fallacies about
young people. One is that they are more liberal.
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Another is that they are more interested in politics.
Neither is true. They tend to vote the way their
parents do. They are less likely to vote than their
parents.

As far as work is concerned, students in the ele­
mentary grades will do much more than high school
students. High school students have many interests
and activities. You will find the elementary students
eager to work.

Young people are very good at stuffing, sealing,
and stamping envelopes. They also like to work at
the polls. Morton Blackwell, a conservative, is an
expert in the area of youth campaigns. He ran Presi­
dent Reagan's youth campaign. He was recently a
special assistant to the President at the White
House. He holds whole seminars just on youth cam­
paigning.

BUILDING COALITIONS Liberals are fond of de­
crying one-issue groups. The fact is that many peo­
ple have a special iS1)ue that is important to them.

It is wise to put together coalitions of these
groups. Some coalitions are: taxpayers, Stop ERA,
prolife, pro-gun, right-to-work, and pro-defense.
There are other groups. Some citizens may be op­
posed to a public housing project that threatens their
neighborhood. They may be concerned about the
crime problem, transportation, or other matters.

Christians can work with many other groups to
elect candidates. For example, we worked with Mor­
mons who were especially concerned about the <

ERA. Many Roman Catholics are anti-abortion. By
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working together in the political area, we could ac­
complish what we could not do in smaller groups.

THE MEDIA The media presents a real problem for
conservative candidates because it is usually so biased.
The campaign schools offer some good information
on how to deal with the media.

Don't have a blind trust in reporters. I've had
plenty of them act really friendly and then write ter­
rible articles. They are experts at twisting words to
make you look bad.

The problem isn't always the reporters. One
reporter interviewed me and wrote an article. Before
the paper came out, he called to warn me that he
would be quoting me as saying things that I never
said. "My editor changed the story," he explained.
Later he was to quit the paper because he found he
could not get promoted unless he went along with
the paper's policy.

Many will remember Janet Cooke of The
Washington Post, who won a top prize about a child on
drugs in Washington, D.C. It turned out to be a
completely fabricated story.

After the Janet Cooke affair, The "Washington Post
carried an article quoting a freshman at George
Mason University by the name of Sally McKenna.
George McGovern came to speak at the university
and Sally, a member of the Moral Majority and a
fundamentalist, said some very unkind things about
him. She hoped his false teeth would fall out, and
assured the reporter that Jesus would take care of
McGovern when He returned. Sally also caIIed
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McGovern a Communist-pinko faggot.
There was just one thing wrong with the story.

Sally McKenna was not a freshman at George
Mason University or any other university in the
area. Sally McKenna did not exist! She was made
up. Anything to hurt the Moral Majority.

Write your own copy for the papers and hope
they will use it. Meanwhile use direct mail to get
your views across. Answer any false charges the
papers come up with. Get yourself a good public
relations director.

A FINAL WORD More people lose than win in
political campa,igns. Many lose the first time. Jimmy
Carter ran last for governor die first time around.
Ronald Reagan tried three times before getting
elected. Nixon lost the first time. I know two
delegates in our area who lost the first two times.
One of them lost two times, won barely the third
time, lost the fourth time, and won subsequently.
The last election he did not have an opponent.

Even when losing you may have a beneficial
effect. In 1978 a minister ran against Congressman
John Anderson in Illinois. I contributed to the
minister's campaign several times. I had lunch with
him. His name escapes me. He lost. Anderson won,
but barely.

So what good did it do for that minister to run? If
I have already forgotten him, what difference did it
make? I'll tell you. John Anderson, a long-time in­
cumbent, almost got beaten by an obscure minister.
He saw the handwriting on the wall. He· knew he
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probably wouldn't get re-elected to Congress the
next time around.

So John Anderson ran for President. Anderson is
a liberal. Anderson took votes away from Jimmy
Carter. That helped Ronald Reagan to win.

I have found that even when losing one has an
effect. The second time I ran for Congress, the
reporter from The "Washington Post said to me that it
was amazing how the other two candidates sounded
just like me. I had lost the first time for Congress and
I was to lose again. But I believe the winners are
voting better than they would have otherwise
because they know they will be held accountable for
their votes.





15
ORGANIZING CHRISTIANS

This chapter is not titled "Organizing Churches."
I do not believe churches as such should be involved
in politics. I very strongly believe Christians should
be involved. That includes ministers.

The political liberals complain about Christians
getting into politics. They make pious speeches
about "separation of church and state." The liberals
have a double standard. We don't hear them railing
against the National Council of Churches and the
positions they take. They are happy to have the sup­
port of the liberal clergy.

There is no reason for the conservative Chris­
tians to be left out of the political process. They are
citizens of the United States. The political process is
open to all.

THE ROLE OF CHURCHES I have said that
churches as such should not be involved in politics.
The church is a ministry of grace. God set up the
church to preach the gospel and to teach His Word.

The church should not be supporting a particular
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candidate for political office. It is not to lose sight of
its mission in the world.

This does not mean the church as such should
not influence civil government, including the legisla­
tive process. There are many things the church· can
and properly should do,

I know a church that was not even willing to an­
nounce that an election was forthcoming. I see no
reason why a minister should refrain from urging
church members to get out to vote.

A minister should preach the whole counsel of
God. That will include all that the Bible teaches
about civil government, education,penalties for
crime, taxation, economics, abortion,the role of the
family, etc.

The minister who faithfully preaches the Word of
God and shows its relevance to all of life will be lay­
ing a moral foundation for godly government in
every area, including the area of civil government.
This is the most important contribution a minister
can make to politics. Without strong preaching in
the churches, we aren't going to have a proper politi­
cal system no matter how skilled we are at organiza­
tion or how hard we. try to get people elected.

I would never want to see churches sidetracked
from their duty under God - to proclaim His Word
faithfully to all men.

ENORMOUS POTENTIAL It has been estimated
that there· are at least 50,000,000 born again Chris­
tians in the United States. These are people who
claim to believe the Bible from cover to c~ver. If
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these born again Christians were to exert themselves
politically, they would be an absolutely dominating
force. I believe this is ~hy vicious attacks have been
made on Christians who have become involved. Lib­
erals recognize that born again Christians are like a
sleeping giant. If that giant awakens, sweeping
changes will take place irl-civil government.

We showed the potential that Christians have by
our success in Northern Virginia. I noticed that poli­
ticians who had ignored fundamental churches be­
fore began to court their support.

GIDEON'S 300 Gideon won a decisive victory over
the Midianites with only 300 men. We read in
Judges 7 that the Midianites and the Amalekites lay
along in the valley like grasshoppers for multitude.
Gideon won. Yes, he used strategy. And God was
with him. But he had few men.

It takes many votes to win elections. It doesn't re­
quire many leaders. Former Congressman John
Conlan said that a Congressional election could be
won with 300 dedicated workers. I believe that is
true. A primary could be won with even fewer.

The principle of the division of labor was discussed
in the chapter on economics. It applies in politics,
too. Not everyone is interested in politics. ,Only a
small percentage will be actively involved~ The same
will be true of the Christian community. Only a few
will be leaders in the political arena.

ONE LEADER IN EACH CONGREGATION I believe
the most effective way to organize Christians is to
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find .at least one person in each congregation who
will assume a leadership position. That person
would not be representing the church. He would
work within a political organization.

He would have a sphere of influence within his
local church. That person, whether man or woman,
would do the following:

1. See that every member and friend of the
church was registered.

2. Keep an accurate and up-to-date list of
these registered voters, with names, addresses,
and phone numbers.

3. Keep these persons informed about com­
ing elections, including who the candidates are
and what position they take on the issues.

4. Inform these voters about issues coming
before legislative bodies. Encourage them to
contact the legislators and to write letters to the
editor.

5. See that every member gets out to vote at
every election.

The Christian political leader will· be more
effective if he is equipped with a computer. He can
quickly and easily keep other Christians whom he
knows informed. He ought to raise some money on a
regular basis to carryon his activities. An effective
way for the Christianleader to find out the positions
of candidates is tomake up a questionnaire on issues
that are especially important to Christians. I would
not make this questionnaire too long. A few basic
issues should suffice.



ORGANIZING CHRISTIANS 171

In addition to this, voting records should be stud­
ied. It is always a good idea to talk with other Chris­
tians who are active in politics to learn more about the
candidates. Politicians can be very difficult to pin
down on issues. They try to please everybody. Some
of them will tell you what they think you want to hear.

GETTING REGISTERED It is appalling that many
Christians are not registered to vote. It is simple to
get registered. Registration laws will vary among the
states. In Virginia, for example, one does not
register with a political party. A registered voter can
vote in either the Republican or Democrat primary
regardless of what his party preference is. You need
to find out what the law is in your state and be sure
your people are informed.

In Virginia a person can register and vote in a
spring primary if he is going to be 18 years of age or
older by the time of the general election. I don't
know the laws of other states. If that is the case in
your state, take advantage of it. See that the 17 year
olds who are eligible get registered and vote.

Figure out the most effective way to get your peo­
ple registered. Christians leaders are working on a
plan to register 10,000,000 new voters in 1984. If you
can get the registrar to come to your church
building, then do it. If you have to set up a registra­
tion party and lead the people by the hand to
register, then do it.

MAXIMIZE YOUR INFLUENCE A businessman likes
to maximize his profits. An investor wants to max-
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imize his return. Each of us needs to maximize his
influence in politics. There are many ways to do
this.

1. Get registered. Many people aren't. At
least you are eligible to vote. They aren't.

2. Vote in the general election. Many who
are registered don't vote. If you vote, you are
going to influence the electoral process more
than they do. If you are going to be away on
election day, vote absentee.

3. Vote in the primary election. Most of
your neighbors will vote in the general election
only. They don't think it is important to vote in
the primary. They're "independents" they tell
you. They are satisfied to make their choice in
the November election. If you vote in the
primary, you will make your vote count much
more. In our county eight ~r ten pet-cent of the
registered voters. will vote in· a party primary.
That is considered a "heavy" turnout. Some­
times it is much less.

4. Vote in party conventions. It is surpris­
ingly easy to vote in party mass meetings and
conventions. There your vote is really leveraged.
It counts far more than in a primary or general
election.

Our county has over 600,000 people. It is divided
into eight districts. From each of these districts the
people elect a supervisor. Together with a chairman
elected at-large, these supervisors control one of the
wealthiest counties in America. They approve the
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budget, levy taxes, control the police, pass ordinances,
approve zoning changes, and appoint the school board
for a public school system of over 120,000 children.

A few years ago, a "mass" meeting of the Repub­
lican Party was held to nominate a candidate for su­
pervisor in one of these districts. Twenty-seven per­
sons attended. Fourteen persons could have nomin­
ated anyone they pleased. The person nominated
easily won the general election.

This is not unusual. I have been in many party
conventions in which we were making nominations
for governor, attorney-general, and United States
Senator when only a handful of votes decided the out­
come. If Christians could be persuaded to give two or
three evenings a year to the political process, they
would be astounded at the difference they could
make.

Several years ago a Christian in Norfolk, Vir­
ginia, decided to run for the U. S. Senate. He was a
Democrat. The Democrats were holding a state con­
vention to nominate their candidate. Noone in state
politics had even heard of this man. He had served
on the city council and was a car dealer. Within a
matter of weeks he got enough support to make a
credible showing at the state convention. If he had
started organizing two weeks earlier, he might have
captured the nomination. As it was he ran ahead of
four other Democrat candidates with longtime politi­
cal ties in the state.

5. Become a candidate. This doesn't mean
you have to run for a high office. That may
come in time. Don't neglect local politics. They
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are very important. Most persons who get elected
to Congress serve in lower offices first. Some
start out in the local civic association. Three of
the men I served with not long ago in the Vir­
giniaGeneral Assembly are now in Congress.

You might run for the school board, town coun­
cil, county supervisor, or a state office. Or you might
be a "kingmaker".and find someone else to run. You
might serve as campaign manager or fill some other
important post in the campaign.

CONCLUSION God's Word tells us that we reap
what we sow. We are experiencing difficulties today
because we have left the field of politics to others.

We need to put our hand to the plow in that part
of God's kingdom. God is King and Lord over all.
Every knee shall bow to Jesus Christ.

We are to be steadfast and unmoveable in the
work of the Lord for we know that our labor is not in
vain in the Lord.

God has promised victory.
To Him be the glory forever.
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Crime and Punishment
-Institutes of Biblical Law, by Rousas J. Rush­

doony. This is a comprehensive volume on Biblical
law. Must reading for those who want a solid Biblical
basis for civil law.

Justice Through Restitution, by Roger Campbell.
Has a good discussion of the problem of prisons with
restitution as the answer.

Economics
The Dominion Covenant: Genesis, by Gary North.

This is the first volume of North's Economic Com­
mentary on the Bible. Gary says it is the most impor­
tant book he has ever written and probably ever will
write. That is saying a lot because everything that
North writes is worth reading. He is the top writer
on economic matters from a Biblical perspective.

Productive Christians in an Age ofGuilt-Manipulators,
by David Chilton. A thorough refutation of socialist
Ron Sider who promotes leftist ideas under the cloak
of Christianity.

Biblical . Economzcs Today, a free newsletter
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available from the Institute for Christian Econom­
ics, P. O. Box 8000, Tyler, Texas 75711.

Education
The Messianic Character of American Education, by

Rousas J.. Rushdoony. This classic work traces edu­
cational philosophy from Horace Mann down to the
present. It exposes the humanistic idea that educa­
tion is the new Messiah.

The Case· Against Government Schools, by Frank
Fortkamp. Written by a former government school
administrator, this book is a telling indictment of the
government ~chool system.

Politics and Religion
Foundations of Social Order, by R. J. Rushdoony.

This book deals with the creeds and councils of the
early church. It shows how faulty views of the Trinity
and of Christ lead to the worship of the state.

The Politics of Guilt and Pity, by R. J. Rushdoony.
Shows the relationship between various Christian
doctrines and political ideas.

A Theological Interpretation of American History, by
C. Gregg Singer. Shows the relationship between re­
ligion and politics throughout American history.

The Theology of Christian Resistance and Tactics of
Christian Resistance, both edited by Gary North. Each
is a symposium on Christian resistance to tyranny.

These books are currently available from Fairfax
Christian Bookstore, P.O. Box 6941, Tyler, Texas
75711. Ask for a price list.
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Organizations to Help on Political Campaigns
The Conservative Caucus, 450 Maple Avenue East,

Vienna, Virginia 22180. The Conservative Caucus is
an educational and lobbying organization headed oy
Howard Phillips. Very good on showing how Con­
gressmen vote.

The Committee for the Survival ofa Free Congress, 721
Second Street NE, Washington, D. C. 20002. The Com­
mittee for the Survival of a Free Congress is headed
by Paul Weyrich. Holds excellent campaign schools.
These schools deal with every aspect of campaign­
Ing.





Special Supplement

THE NEBRASKA SCHOOL WAR
by Gary North

Author's note: The following article was published
originally as the December 16, 1983 issue of Gary
North's Remnant Review, a Christian economics news­
letter which applies Biblical principles to economic
analysis. The Subscription address is P. O. Box 8204,
Ft. Worth, TX 76112; $95/22 issues.

I have just returned from a battlefield. What I
have seen has astounded me. I have decided to send
out this extra issue of Remnant Review, free of charge,
to help you understand the nature of one impending
crisis. I am also pulling the copyright of this issue:
reprint it in any form you choose, in any quantity
you choose. It's my $7,000 Christmas present to
subscribers.

As I write this report, seven men are in jail in
Cass County, Nebraska. They were arrested just be­
fore Thanksgiving. The judge immediately went on
vacation, so they sat in jail over the holidays. The
judge knew what he was doing; he was from outside
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the county, and had been brought in specifically to
try this. case .. Their crime? None; the county court
refuses to charge them with a crime. A crime, you
see, is protected by such Constitutional provisions as
the Fifth Amendment. A crime has a fixed sentence
attached to it. These men are in jail for what could
literally be life imprisonment, without possibility ofparole.
Their offense? Putting their children in a
non-State-certified Christian school.

Their wives have fled the state of Nebraska.
They are living across the border in Iowa. The
pastor of their church, and formerly the headmaster
of the school, is Rev. Everett Sileven. He, too, is a
fugitive in Iowa. The Nebraska police desperately
tried to catch the women and their twelve children.
If the civil authorities hqd caught them, their chil­
dren almost certainly would have been taken from
them and put into foster homes. This increases
parents'- incentive to comply with rules and regula­
tions.

Immediately, the word went out. A team of
pastors from several states flew into the tiny town of
Louisville to take charge. All of a sudden the little
Christian school in the Faith Baptist church had
three co-headmasters. They began to call other
pastors. Soon the school had dozens of co­
headmasters; then over 150. They told the sheriff to
arrest them. Guess what? They're still headmasters.
And the flow of pastors into the town is still coming.
Hundreds and hundreds of ministers, mostly Bap­
tists and mostly from small churches, are coming to
Louisville to see the battle first-hand. My own
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pastor, Ray Sutton, is there as I write this.
Why all the fuss? Because a surrogate war is in

progress in Nebraska. The National· Education
Association is watching. Many state Departments of
Education are watching. The question they want
answered is this: Will the Nebraska civil authorities
be successful in hamstringing the private school
movement with its rules and regulations? The ap­
peals court has said the schools must comply. The
Supreme Court in 1981 refused to hear the case
(Sileven's original case). But by the grace of God and
the courage of a few people, the schools are still
open ..

I spoke with two visiting pastors who told me
that their respective state Departments of Education
are specifically holding back until they see the results
(Massachusetts and Pennsylvania). Hawaii has
already copied the Nebraska statutes and is pressing
church-operated schools to comply.

What are they requiring in Nebraska? First, that
the schools be licensed by the State. High schools,
for example, must have libraries with at least 1,200
books, with only 2% ~f them religious and philo­
sophical. They must buy 150 new books each year,
plus subscribe to "professional" educational
periodicals. In short, only well-financed churches will be
able to create a high school.

Second, the teaching staffs must be certified, and
this means not .only a college degree but· a set
number of courses in State-approved courses in
education. (Mennonite schools have been
exempted.) This requirement, as you might under-
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stand, is opposed by conservative, anti-John Dewey,
anti-humanist head-masters and parents. Uohn
Dewey's original experimental state, by the way, was
Nebraska.)

About 20 tiny· schools have refused to comply.
Sileven's is the most prominent. Last year, the sheriff
entered the school and arrested Sileven. This was
videotaped~one of the most amazing films you'll
ever see~ until you see the tape of this year's invasion
of the school .. Because of the videotape, Sileven's
case got national publicity. But not this time.
("Eyewitness News" seldom is, and when the event is
available on tape, the T.V. networks are more likely
to cover the story, unless it's just "too hot to handle."
This year, it's just that hot, and so far, a successful
news blackout is in effect. What's bigger news than
this? Uh, let's see ... I know: Cabbage Patch dolls!
Just what the public needs to worry about· this
Christmas. The U. S. Constitution, with its First
Amendment liberties, is disappearing, with the
Justice Department calmly sitting on the sidelines,
right next to the American~you won't believe
this~Civil Liberties Union. Only on December 13
did the AP finally· get a detailed version of this story
on its wires, and only because the team in Louisville
did some fancy "orchestration.")

Some of the bureaucratic aspects of this confron­
tation are weird. Two of the schools on the Wyoming
border in the western part of Nebraska have rented
space on the Wyoming side and have started their
schools. The parents just drive across the border. In­
credibly, the local truancy officers regard this as
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legal. After all, the children are in school. Along the
border children on both sides frequently attend
school on the other side, since driving distances are
great within each state. These private schools can
sneak through a gap in the law. Wyoming doesn't
regulate Christian schools, but the Nebraska truancy
officers and county attorneys figure that's a matter
for Wyoming to deal with. And Wyoming authori­
ties, not being idiots, aren't about to stick their
hands in a hornets' nest until they see the outcome of
the pending cases in Nebraska.

THE ISSUES What is happening in Nebraska is a
war. It's a war between two systems of thought, one
based on a long-familiar and now increasingly
suspect philosophy, and the other based on an ac­
curate but politically unpopular philosophy. It's a
question of sovereignty. Who is responsible for the
education of children: the State or the parents? It's as
simple as that, although other issues have been raised
by participants on both sides.

The position that the State is responsible for the
education of children is ancient. It goes~backat least
to the blueprint sketched by Plato of his recommended
communist commonwealth. He argued that the con­
trollers ("guardians") need a monopoly over instruc­
tion: "Then shall we so easily let the children hear
just any tales fashioned by just anyone and take into
their souls opinions for the most part opposite to
those we'll suppose they must h4ye when they are
grown up? ... First, as it seems, we must supervise
the makers of tales; and if they make a fine tale, it
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must be approved, but if it's not, it must be rejected.
We'll persuade nurses and mothers to tell the ap­
pointed tales to their children and to shape their souls
with tales...." (Plato, Republic, Sect. 377b-c; Bloom
translation). And more to the point: "It's likely that
our rulers will have to use a throng of lies and decep­
tions for the benefit of the ruled" (Republic, 459c-d).

The position that the parents are responsible
goes back· to the Bible: "And these words, which I
command thee this day, shall be in thine heart. And
thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children,
and shalt· talk of them when thou sittest in thine
house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when
thou liest down, and when thou risest up" (Deuter­
onomy 6:6-7). That parents have the right to
delegate certain aspects of this task to professional
instructors of their choice is a fundamental princi­
ple - an aspect of the division of labor. This is the
justification for church schools or other sorts of inde­
pendent educational institutions, including universi­
ties that are not tax-supported.

The problem comes when tax money is extracted
from one set of citizens in order to finance the "tales,"
"lies," and "words" that are most pleasing to a
self-certified, self-policed, monopolistic guild of pro­
fessional educators who answer to neither the free
market nor the students. They answer to the State,
to the extent that they answer to anyone, and the
State sees to it that the "tales," "lies," and "words"
taught in the system are not overly hostile to the
State. Above all, words of the Bible that are totally
hostile to the State as savior are not to be uttered in
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the tax-supported classroom.
What we have here isn't a failure to communi­

cate . What we have here is a war between religious
groups for the control of tax money, and even more im­
portant, for control over the m£nds of those who w£ll be
asked by the State in the future to provide even more tax
money. Ashes to ashes, debt to debt: forever.

It is a war. First, it is a war concerning sover­
eignty over children: parents vs. the elite managers
of the State. Second, it is a war for tax money.
Third, it is a battle for the mind. Fourth, it is a war
over the content of education. Ultimately, it is a bat­
tle over the source of authority over truth: "Thus
saith the Lord!" In short, just who is the Lord? And
whose responsibility is it to decide and enforce this
Lord's word in the classroom?

. The National Education Association knows the
stakes. Sadly, very few parents do. Not even Chris­
tian parents. Not even Christian parents who send
their children to Christian schools - schools that seek
accreditation, certification, and licensure from the
representatives of a very different "lord." So it turns
out that those who have begun to resist are obscure
pastors in obscure churches that educate only small
groups of students. But, then again, revolutions are
not generally begun by 51 % of the voters. And this
revolution is every bit as much of a revolution as the
revolution begun by God at Sinai, Jesus in the
Roman Empire, Luther at Wittenberg, and Sam
Adams in Boston. It is the same sort of revolution
spoken of by John Adams, in a letter to Jefferson
(815):
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"What do we mean by the Revolution? The
war? That was no part of the Revolution; it was
only an effect and consequence of it. The
Revolution was in the minds of the people, and
this was effected, from 1760 to 1775, in the
course of fifteen years before a drop of blood
was shed at Lexin~on. The records of thirteen
legislatures, the pamphlets, newspapers in all
the colonies, ought to be consulted during the
period to ascertain the steps by which the public
opinion was enlightened and informed concern­
ing the authority of Parliament over the col­
onies."

It is seldom remembered by Americans that a
large portion - perhaps as high as a third - of col­
onial citizens in 1776-83 did not join either the rebels
or the Tories. They sought peace through non­
confrontation. They stayed on their farms, or in
their shops, and attempted to remain neutral, con­
tent with whichever side won the war, just so long as
their daily routines weren't disrupted. So it is in
every revolution. As Patrick Henry so bluntly put it,
"They cry peace, peace, when there is no peace."
And from this point on, there will be less, and less
peace for parents who choose to exercise their legiti-

"mate sovereignty over the education of their chil­
dren.

The humanist opponents of Christian education
are blind to the underlying issues involved in the
battle over Christian education - willfully blind, in
my view - or else simply dishonest. They have
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become convinced, as so many naive Americans are,
that the State i~ responsible for the education of chil­
dren. The Bible teaches that parents are responsible,
not the State. It is because modern men believe that
the State has taken on the functions of the family
that people can believe that the State must supervise
education. This religion of the "State as pseudo­
parent" is widespread. The State has taught it in its
very own established church, the public school system.

Conservatives are not immune from this error. I
received a letter from a subscriber to Remnant Review,
who protested against my insertion of a promotional
flyer telling the story of Pastor Sileven's- 1982 crisis.
Amazing-one of Sileven's bureaucratic opponents
was a subscriber! Here, believe it or not, is one
political conservative's view - a high official of the
public schools in a Nebraska county:

The State of Nebraska requires public and
private school teachers to be certified which re~

quires a B.S. or B.A. degree in education. The
Catholic and Lutheran private school systems
adhere to this policy and they state that
although religion is an added part of the curric­
ulum, qualified teachers still are needed to teach
the three R's.

To someone living in Florida or Oregon and
reading the newspapers about Everett Sileven's
church, one would think that anti-religious
idiots existed in the State of Nebraska. The
public pulse columns of the Omaha World
Herald were full of letters to the editor from .all
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over the country complaining about the Sheriff
hauling Sileven out of a church and not one of
the letters stated anything about .the school,
sponsored by the church, not using certified
teachers, which was why Sileven, as head of the
school, was charged to appear in court.

Your readers, in my opinion, may be
reading about an issue that is not the real issue
when they buy Sileven's publication. (Letter
dated 5/23/83)

It's not Sileven's supporters who fail to under­
stand the issue. It's this public school official who
doesn't understand. The issue is sovereignty: God vs.
Satan, Christianity vs. secular humanism, family vs. State.
A B.A. in education doesn't impress some Christian
parents; they know it's a third-rate union card in an
academic discipline which is the laughingstock of
every university campus in America. Who needs it?
But because his school didn't have an accredited
teacher, Silevenwas put in jail for four months. The
school was a ministry of his church, and parents, as
sovereign agents over their children, delegated the
authority to instruct their children to this church
ministry.

These issues concerning legitimate sovereignty
are at last being drawn by American conservative
Christians. The fact that old-line (and
humanist-infiltrated) Roman Catholic or Lutheran
schools long ago compromised on this sovereignty
issue provides an additional reason why it is not
these schools that have experienced' the unprec-
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edented, explosive growth in Christian education
since 1965. They believe that "religion is an added part
of the curriculum," do they? Well, they're incorrect:
religion isn't an "added part." Religion is the ultimate
foundation of all curricula. The question is: Which
religion? The battle over sovereignty in yducation is
really a battle to decide this crucial question: Whose
religion will undergird education in this nation) the "State­
parent's" religion or the covenant parents) religions?

Nevertheless, Christian parents who want to
send their children to schools that are not regulated
by their humanist opponents should be forewarned:
millions of conservatives and Christians do not recognize the
importance of the sovereignty issue. They cannot expect
automatic support from their supposed "natural
allies."

"RELIGION" OR "THE LAW"? One of the discover­
ies I've made by a 20-year study of bureaucracies is
this: those who oppose some bureaucratic decision
tend to argue that their opposition is based on princi­
ple. Conversely, those who attempt to enforce the
decision insist that the dispute has nothing to do with
principle, but is strictly a question of lawful ad­
ministration. It's "the spirit of the law" vs. "the letter
of the law."

The battle in Nebraska conforms to this general
outline. The county attorneys all over the state are
bringing pastors to jail, or into court, in the name of
the sovereign legislature which acted in the name of
the sovereign people. They insist that it is the re­
sponsibility of parents and headmasters to conform.
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"It's the law." But the parents say that there is
another Lawmaker whose law is more authoritative.
That Lawmaker isn't John Dewey or the president of
the National Education Association. The law en­
forcement officials say that they're 'just doing their
job." But parents have a job to do, too.

I now own a copy of a videotape of the Sheriff of
Cass County entering Faith Baptist Church of
Louisville. He was stopped at the door and. asked if
he had a warrant. No, he said, I don't need one. He
then pushed a man up against a wall who was carry­
ing another videotape camera. "I've seen you
before!" he shouted. "And I've seen you, too" was the
man's answer. The sheriffthen began taking pictures
of the school room, as evidence. Then, in the
toughest display of resistance I've seen lately, the
mother who was teaching the children, Mrs. Nolte,
grabbed her little Kodak pocket camera and started
taking pictures of the sheriff. (She is now one of the
fugitives in Iowa.)

What about the seven fathers? You won't believe
the following. They were arrested and thrown injail.
Because they are being jailed for contempt of
court - not putting their children into .a licensed
school-they do not have to be released. They must
first sign an agreement to testify concerning their in­
volvement in the school. Only when they agree to
testify, they have been told, will they be able to pres­
ent their case. No release until they sign. One man
says he's afraid to sign away his freedoms, or to
testify without legal counsel about issues he doesn't
really understand, so he stands on his right to pro-
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tection against self-incrimination under the Fifth
Amendment. Tough bananas, says Ronald Reagan.
The court refuses to appoint an attorney for them,
and 40 attorneys in Nebraska who have been con­
tacted by the "visiting co-headmasters" have refused
to represent them. The men were not permitted by the
county prosecutor to appear at the hearing to state their case.
The arresting sheriff testified on their behalfl

It's the law, remember? The law of Cass County,
Nebraska.

And here's the capper. The judge, brought in
from Sarpy County, is named Ronald Reagan.

But you haven't read about any of this, have
you? It's not news. It has nothing to do with Cab­
bage Patch dolls. (One exception: The Register, the
Orange County, California, newspaper, does have a
reporter on the scene - the only reporter covering
the event full time, even including local Nebraska
reporters. )

Congressman George Hansen was at the hear­
ing. So was his hard-nosed attorney on his staff, Jim
McKenna. Both of them appeared at a press con­
ference in Council Bluffs, Iowa, along with the
mothers, and they voiced their outrage. Hansen was
the Congressman who flew into Iran in 1980 to try to
see the hostages. He said that. even that experience
didn't move him the way these events did. He has
written the following description to Ed Meese, Presi­
dent Reagan's advisor:

Yesterday, I witnessed an outrage in a small.
courtroom in a town called Plattsmouth in
Eastern Nebraska. Seven men, who were in jail



192 THE CHRISTIAN AND POLITICS

without visible cause, were continued in jail for
an indefinite period without the right to appear
in court or to have counsel. They were clearly
being held by the State of Nebraska as hostages
in the face of growing public dismay at the
handling of the claim to religious freedom of a
small church in Louisville.

What are the facts? The original judge ap­
parently tried to treat the Church fairly and was
put under such pressure from the political sys­
tem in Nebraska that he removed himself from
the case. An out-of-county judge was assigned
to the case and made public note of the fact that
he had come into the matter to break the
resistance of the Church. A complete fabrica­
tion was created among the County Prosecutor,
the Judge and the Sheriff which results in the in­
carceration of seven men and the flight of nine
other people. This has been contrived in such a
way as to appear a civil matter yet allowing the
judge to put these people in jail for as long as he
chooses.

Yesterday, these men were grilled by what
could be described as a hostile "red-necked"
Sheriff in circumstances no court should allow.
The results of that third degree were entered as
evidence in a court matter. Th~ men were
brought individually into a room, their signa­
ture was demanded by two burly uniformed offi­
cers. A tape recorder was allowed to run until
one of them asked for the assistance of an at­
torney.. Then and only then was the machine
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turned off. Each man was put into a holding pen
so that no two of them could discuss what the
Sheriff was up to. (Dated December 7, 1983)

You can get a copy of several of Hansen's letters ,
plus attorney Jim McKenna's observations, simply
by writing Congressman George Hansen, House
Office Bldg., Washington, D.C. 20515.

Cass County attorney Ron Moravec told the
press that there was no reason to bring the men to
court if they wouldn't take the witness stand. "We're
certainly notgoing to contribute to this circus by br­
inging them over here if they won't testify."

It's the law, you understand. In Cass County,
Nebraska.

Meanwhile, in North Platt, a Nebraska town not
close to a border, Rev. Robert Gelsthorpe is facing 8
of the 9 charges that are facing Rev. Sileven. The
school has been ordered to close. If it doesn't, the
state can extract a $100 per day fine on the church,
and $50 a day on the headmaster, the pastor. This
threat was what drove the other two congregations
close to the Wyoming border to set up shop across
the state line. His resistance approach is different
from Sileven's, although he says that both ap­
proaches should be tried. His is the "wounded lamb"
approach, in contrast to Sileven's "wounded water
buffalo" strategy. He is not bringing in outsiders yet.
He is quietly talking with the local newspaper editor.
His confrontation is not direct and visible. But he
says he will go to jail for contempt of court. He says
that it may happen, but the school will go on, as one
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by one outside pastors are brought in, one at a time,
to take over. The North Platt jail will fill up with
ministers. And then the state may put liens against
the church's property, and against Pastor
Gelsthorpe's property. He has vowed that he will not
budge. The school will stay open, no matter what his
sheriff does. His church is the North Platt Baptist
Church, P. O. Box 641, North Platt, NB 69101. The
church is going to need money for a lawyer, as you
can imagine.

Hard core? You bet. What we need is a massive
hard core. I'd call it the Hard Corps. Nebraska has
bitten off more bad publicity than it will believe pos­
sible. Meanwhile, a banking scandal is about to rock
the state.

But Nebraska in Number One in college foot­
ball. And in America, that's the most important
religion of all. Bread and circuses have always had
worshippers.

But it gets better (or worse)! Rev. Don Brush of
Ainsworth will be in court on February 6. His coun­
ty prosecutor has advised the judge that two types of
defense must not be allowed: 1) freedom of religion
under the First Amendment; and 2) the academic
performance of his school, as measured by inde­
pendent professional testing. The judge has yet to
rule on her request.

And what did the Supreme Court say? In 1981,
the Sileven case went to Federal appeals court and
was thrown out. It's a state educational matter, not a
religious matter. And the Supreme Court declined to
hear the case. No big Constitutional issues were in-
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volved, you understand.

AND WHAT ABOUT YOU? If Cass County, Ne­
braska gets away with this, the State of Nebraska
will achieve its goals. And if the State of Nebraska
achieves its goals, there will be repercussions in
many Departments of Education all over this nation.
l'Ou're going to see a war against independent private schools
the likes ofwhich has never been seen.

Why? Because the stakes are the highest they've
ever been. The Religion of the State is being cut off
at the knees every time a new private school opens
up and starts draining off students. It matters little
to the State whether the private school is top-flight
academically. The question is: Is it registered?

I'll tell you what I did. I edited 850 + pages of
hard-core (non-violent) text on how to resist the en­
croachments of the bureaucratic juggernaut. I don't
care who you are or what you are religiously. You
may be a Jew, an atheist, or a believer in the Great
Pumpkin. Sooner or later, they're going to step on
your toes. If we don't find ways to make it expensive and
painfulfor the State to take away our liberties, and to do it
fast, there will be a lot more Cass Counties.

You can buy The Theology ofChn'stian Resistance for
$10. You can now buy the Tactics of Christian
Resistance for $1S-over 500 pages of "bread and but­
ter" ways to resist, and not just If you run a church or
a school. Guerilla computer tactics, clandestine
short wave communications, the tactics of "lawyer
delay"-he's never lost a case-and a lot, lot more.
Or get both for $20. If you don't think you've received
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your money's worth, send the books back for a full
refund. But I don't think you'll send it back. If
anything, you'll buy more copies. I honesdy believe
that this is the most important project I've ever pulled off. If
this wasn't perfect timing, I don't know what is.
(And I don't take credit for the timing, either. Tactics
was delayed two months by the printer. It arrived the
day before I was to leave for Nebraska.)

Second, my church is putting on a conference to
help train pastors and headmasters. It's called "The
War Against the Church," and it will be held on
March 13-16, 1984. We're only charging $100 per at­
tendee, which is dirt cheap (as you have to be if you
sell anything to pastors and Christian school head­
masters). We will accept laymen, Jews, Moslems,
Sufis, and anyone else whose check doesn't bounce. I
will speak, along with David Chilton, Ray Sutton
(who's in Nebraska today), Lew Bulkeley, Mike
Gilstrap, and one of the Nebraska veterans (we can't
say which one yet; we don't know who will be out of
jail in March). The conference will be held in Tyler,
90 miles east of Dallas. Ifwe get swamped, we'll hold
it as many times as we can. Learn how members ofa
church of under 200 can crank out 12 newsletters and
create bureaucratic havoc every month. Learn about
typesetting, computers, videotaping, short wave
radio, political mobilization, and lots, lots more. See
the sheriff of Cass County in action on videotape.
Watch Constitutional liberties get nailed to the
wall- and get a-nail-remover before you leave Tyler.
Write: Geneva Divinity School) 708 Hamvasy, 1jJler, TX
75701. (Authors note: Tapes of this conference are
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available from the above address.)
The Faith Baptist Church in Louisville now has

seven families to support. They have a phone bill of
$1,000 per day that is spent on contacting other
pastors and contacting news media representatives.
(This is their way of short-circuiting the blackout,
and without the phones, their defense collapses).
This is a tiny church - under 150 members, and
none with upper middle class salaries. These are the
little people - the kind of people the massive bureau­
cracies think they can crush with impunity in order
to get the precedents necessary to control the rest of
us. If ever there was a "David vs. Goliath" story, this
is it. If you've got some spare tax-deductible change
lying around, these people need your help. If you'll
make a tax-deductible donation of $100, they'll send
you the most appalling videotape you've ever seen:
X-rated tyranny. Just ask for the video tape, plus
Pastor Sileven's audiocassette tapes. Or, if you think
I've exaggerated my report, order a packet of
photocopied documentary materials from them for
$10. Write: Faith Baptist Church) Po. Box '249)
Louisville) NB 68037.

You want to put some folks on your Christmas
card list who could use some cheer? Here they are:
Ralph Lyles, James Glenn, Ray Robinson, Larry
Nolte, David Carlson, Ken Stastny, and Herman
Buchanan. Address: Cass County Jail, Plattsmouth,
NB 68048. They aren't scheduled to have a merry
Christmas.

Warning: if your church or synagogue is incor­
porated, you may have a problem staring you in the
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face in the very near future. The Social Security
fight is imminent." For information on how to de­
incorporate, contact: Coalition of Unregistered Churches,
2560 Sylvan Rd., East Point, GA 30344.

The Calvary Temple in East Point has been hit
by the I.R.S. with a tax bill of $213,000. Now, they
say, produceyour records and prove we're wrong. As the
I.R.S. attorney had repeated twice, "We'll get those
records by hook or crook."


