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Western art, music, ideas, and law from their Christian
moorings. Though he had a wide following among aca­
demically minded evangelicals beginning in .the mid­
sixties, it was not until the 1979 release of his book and
film series, Whatever Happened to the Human Race, that
he gained national and international notoriety. Despite
a difficult and protracted battle against cancer, over the
next five years, he gave the lion's share of his time, en­
ergies, and efforts to the pro-life cause. In both word
and deed, Schaeffer confirmed the gospel's message of
light and life.

• As a Christian physician, Jack C. Willke recognized the
importance of offering honest dialogue and informa­
tion to young people about their sexuality, if they were
to make responsible and ethical decisions. Writing with
his wife, Barbara, he published his first book on the
subject in 1964. By the early seventies, theWillkes were
regularly being asked to give their presentation, includ­
ing a discussion on the dangers of abortion, to Bible
study meetings, youth groups, and campus assemblies.
Mter the Roe v. Wade decision, Dr. Willke began a long
tenure of service on the board of the National Right to
Life Committee. In 1980, he became the president of
that prestigious education and advocacy organization,
leading it through a tumultuous decade of expansion.
Early in 1990, he organized the largest rally in the his­
tory of the nation's capital, with more than half a mil­
lion Christians taking their stand for life.

• For more than ten years before the fateful Roev. Wade
decision, Paul Marx had been preaching against the
horrors of child-killing. In 1971, he attended a national
seminar for medical professionals entitled "Therapeutic
Abortion: A Symposium on Implementation." Mter­
ward, he wrote the blockbuster expose, The Death Ped­
dlers: War on the Unborn. He followed that with another
stunning piece of detective work in the crusade to legit­
imate euthanasia, The Mercy Killers. In 1972, he estab­
lished the Human Life Center at St. John'S University,
which later moved to the University of Steubenville. In
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1981, he founded Human Life International-the fore­
most multi-national pro-life organization today. With
chapters in twenty-two nations in every corner of the
world and work in dozens more, Father Marx has liter­
ally become a pro-life missionary to the world.

• Every year since 1977, Phyllis Schlapy has been named as
one of the ten most admired women in the world by
the readers of Good Housekeeping magazine. And little
wonder. A renowned Harvard-educated attorney, na­
tionally syndicated columnist, radio commentator,
bestselling author, devoted wife, mother of six children,
and president of the conservative pro-family organiza­
tion, Eagle Forum, Mrs. Schlafly has been generally
credited with single-handedly organizing the grassroots
forces that foiled the ratification of the feminist in­
spired Equal Rights Amendment to the U.S. Constitu­
tion. In addition, she has been unflagging in her ef­
forts on behalf of the unborn-testifying before more
than fifty Congressional and state legislative committees
and catalyzing an army of housewives, mothers, and
grandmothers all over the country.

• Joan Andrews was sentenced to five years in prison in
1986 for the crime of attempting to save children from
certain death at a Florida abortion clinic. In the case
immediately preceding hers, two men who were con­
victed of rnurder were sentenced to four years apiece.
As word of this judicial travesty slowly made its way out
into the pro-life community, joan's sacrifice became a
paramount symbol of Christian commitment and com­
passion. Involved in all aspects of the pro-life move­
ment-protests, sidewalk counseling, crisis sheltering,
and non-violent rescues-since the early seventies, she
was soon devoting herself to the defense of the unborn
as a full-time ministry. Today her efforts span the
globe, having rescued throughout both Western and
Eastern Europe.

• Creating a storm of controversy wherever he goes, Ran­
dall Terry is one of the most dynamic leaders in a new
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generation of. pro-life activists and strategists. As the
founder of Operation Rescue, he helped spark a whole
new level of interest, concern, debate, and confronta­
tion over abortion. In 1984, he opened a small clinic
offering alternatives to women caught in the midst of
crisis pregnancies. By 1986, he began conducting sit-ins
at abortion clinics in an attempt to close the facilities
and prevent killing procedures from taking place. In
May 1988, massive protests in New York and Atlanta fo­
cused national attention on Terry-who was still in his
twenties-and his fledgling movement. Over the next
two years Operation Rescue mobilized thousands upon
thousands of Christians to place their bodies between
the abortionists and the children. Over fifty thousand
arrests resulted-more than five times as many arrests
as occurred during the Civil Rights Movement during
the entire decade of the sixties. When he was im­
prisoned for several months in 1989, Christians from
every walk of life-whether they fully agreed with his
tactics or not-were outraged, so that even when re­
moved from the scene, he helped to define the agenda
of the church's mission to the unborn.

• Foreseeing the cataclysmic battle for life in the days to
come, Judy Brown first became involved in the pro-life
movement in 1970. Working in alternative clinics and
in educational programs, her leadership abilities
quickly became evident. As the public relations director
of the National Right to Life Committee, she brought
to the early days of the organization much needed en­
ergy and credibility. In .1977, her husband left his busi­
ness career to launch the Life Amendment Political Ac­
tion Committee in Washington, D.C. Shortly thereafter,
Judy formed the American Life League, a research, ed­
ucation, communication, and public advocacy organiza­
tion with a network of chapters around the nation, that
has become one of the most potent forces for life
today.

• One of the early pioneers of innovative pro-life activ­
ism, Joe Schiedler has been indefatigable in his efforts on
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behalf of the unborn. When the Supreme Court
handed down its Roe v. Wade decision in 1973, he was
already running the Chicago Office for Pro-Life Public­
ity. Later he would found the Pro-Life Action League,
one of the most effective grassroots Christian ministries
in the nation. Exploring virtually every avenue of child­
advocacy-.sponsoring sidewalk counseling, conducting
seminars and rallies, holding protests and rescues, and
distributing pamphlets and books-joe's life has been a
testimony of sacrifice and commitment. His landmark
book, Closed: 99 Ways to Stop Abortion, has inspired a
whole new generation of believers to develop creative
strategies for the battle against the resurgent pagan
child-killing industry.

• Elected to the Louisiana State Legislature in 1971 at
the age of twenty-four, Woody Jenkins was one of the
youngest legislators in this nation's history. With a wide
and varied background in business, law, publishing,
broadcasting, and public service, and because of his
Christian convictions, in 1984 he founded Friends of
the Americas-a non-profit international service organi­
zation which provides assistance to disaster victims, un­
landed poor, displaced refugees, and political prisoners
in twenty-two countries of Latin America. With more
than seventy employees operating a hospital, seven
medical clinics, a refugee center, ten schools, and innu­
merable self-help projects, the organization is one of
the most effective relief and development ministries in
the world today. Always a stalwart pro-life advocate, in
both his ministry and in his legislative duties, jenkins
led Louisiana's highly visible fight in 1990 to pass the
strongest abortion restrictions in the nation following
the Supreme Court's Webster ruling.

Facing seemingly insurmountable odds, hundreds,
thousands, and even millions of Christians have stood faith­
fully on their glorious pro-life legacy. Their stories are
manifold, multifarious, and multitudinous: Charles Wysong
(b. 1941), Congressman Henry Hyde (b. 1924), Curt Young
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(b. 1952), John Cavenaugh-O'Keefe (b. 1950), Gary Bauer
(b. 1946), Kay James (b. 1949), Paul Fowler (b. 1941), Har­
old O. J. Brown (b. 1933), Franky Schaeffer (b. 1952), Je­
rome Lejune (b. 1929), Dr. Mildred Jefferson (b. 1927),
and Nellie Gray (b. 1924).

Mter more than twenty centuries of continuous activity,
the pro-life movement is, quite obviously, alive and well.

Conclusion

Stories of valor, sacrifice, and commitment are all the more
telling in times of disarray and difficulty. The great Vic­
torian preacher, Charles Haddon Spurgeon, once said:

If you want to comprehend a man's character, don't just
watch his actions, don't simply examine his dogmas,
don't merely scrutinize his living style: listen to his sto­
ries. The stories a man tells are a window to his soul.4

If that is true-and it seems certain that it is-then the
stories of the men and women in the pro-life movement
today are telling indeed. The soul that they reveal is
grounded and established on, as before, five basic principles:

Orthodoxy

Whenever God's people take the Bible seriously, they inevi­
tably begin to take seriously the sanctity of life. They inevi­
tably begin to take seriously the call to deliver the helpless.
Despite all the institutional, denominational, and theologi­
cal barriers, Christians today who desire to walk in truth
have joined the apostles, prophets, evangelists, martyrs, and
confessors of historic orthodoxy in standing against the
tide of debauchery and death.

The Church

As a single interest group, the pro-life movement has
failed. As a political force, it has proven to be a total disap-



Rescue the Perishing: The New Pro-Life Emergence 155

pointment. As an institutional philanthropic enterprise, it
has been more than a little impotent. But as an outreach of
the historic church, it has had stunning success. The mod­
'ern pro-life movement has proven that commitment to the
sanctity of life is the consequence of the Spirit's work in
the authentic sacramental church.

Seroanthood

The crux and power of the pro-life movement today does
not lie in some centralized political bureaucracy lobbying
in the corridors of power. Instead, it lies in the deeds of
kindness and compassion-performed in thousands of cri­
sis pregnancy centers, unwed mothers' homes, alternative
centers, shepherding homes, and mercy ministries all over
the country. The power of the pro-life movement today lies
in its servanthood orientation.

Urgency

More good people have suffered greater extremes of hard­
ship and persecution for the sake of the unborn today than
in any other single movement in recent memory. More
Christians have sacrificed time, money, energy, reputation,
and even physical welfare than anyone could ever hope to
quantify. They have done this because of the more than fifty
million children killed by abortion every year around the
world. They have done this because the situation is urgent.

Patience

The most difficult lesson for modern Christians to learn is
this one. Partially because the great legacy of the past has
been forgotten for the most part-and so a bifurcation of
time has taken place-and partially because we live in fast
times calling for fast results and instant gratification, we
find working over the long haul a very difficult task. But
even here, we are learning.
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With sharp and perceptive wisdom, theologian R. C.
Sproul has summarized the challenge that faces the con­
temporary church in its pro-life efforts. He said:

The struggle against abortion is difficult, but it is worthy.
The longer it lasts; the more babies will be slain. The
longer laws allowing abortion-on-demand remain in ef­
fect; the more likely it is that society will be hardened in
heart. Continuing the struggle against abortion is not
enough. We must accelerate our efforts until no human
child is destroyed under the sanction of law.5

He goes on to say:

The urgency of the abortion issue requires us to protest
to the very limit that our consciences allow.6
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In history's mixture· of good and evil, the
thing we should note-the thing the histori­
ans will note with amazement-is the profun­
dity and the rapidity of change.

Hilaire Belloc

The oppression of the people is a terrible sin;
but the depression of the people is far worse.

G. K. Chesterton
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MAY THE
CIRCLE BE UNBROKEN:

THE ]~ESSONSOF HISTORY'
acta sanctorum 1

The great cleavage throughout the world lies' between what is with,
and what is against, the faith.

Hilaire Belloc

It is. an equally awful truth that four and four makes eight, whether
you reckon the thing out in eight onions or eight angels, eight bricks
or eight bishops, eight minor poets or eight pigs. Similarly, if it be
true that God made all things, that grave fact can be asserted by
pointing at a star or by waving an umbrella.

G. K. Chesterton

inston Churchill once said that, "The greatest ad­
vances in' human civilization have come when we
recovered what we had lost: when we learned the

lessons of history. "2

Clearly, in order to advance the cause of life and liberty
in these dark and difficult days, we must recover what we
have lost-we must learn the lessons of history. There is no
need for us to attempt to reinvent the wheel. The pro-life
battle has been fought again and again and again. Success-

159
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fully. We need not cast about for direction. We need not
grope in the dark for strategies, programs, and agendas.
We need not manufacture new ideas, new priorities, or new
tactics. We already have a tested and proven formula for
victory. We already have a winning pro-life legacy. We sim­
ply need to reclaim it. We simply need to recover what is
rightfully ours.

Woodrow Wilson was right on the mark when he ar­
gued that:

A nation which does not remember what it was yesterday,
does not know what it is today, nor what it is trying to
do. We are trying to do a futile thing if we do not know
where we came from or what we have been about. Ours
is a rich legacy. Rich but lost.3

Interestingly, the key tenants of that lost legacy are dis­
tinctly covenantal in nature. The basic lessons of our long
forgotten heritage conform to the Biblical pattern of
suzerianity.4 Thus, if we are to reclaim our legacy, we must
simultaneously recover our covenantal orientation-as indi­
viduals, as families, as churches, and as a nation.

A Covenantal Legacy

The covenant is one of the most commonly misunderstood
concepts in the Bible, which is terribly tragic because of
the covenant's strategic Scriptural importance (see Mat­
thew 26:28) .

The covenant actually defines the pattern for the rela­
tionship between God and man (see Psalm 105:8). All of
God's dealings with us are covenantal (see Psalm 25:14).
He judges us covenantally (see Leviticus 26:15-16). He
comforts us covenantally (see Hebrews 8:10). He fellow­
ships with us covenantally (see Nehemiah 1:5-6). He dis­
ciplines us, rewards us, and cares for us covenantally (see
Deuteronomy 28:1-68).
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The covenant is actually a kind of social structure or
treaty (see Romans 11:27). It brings definition and pro­
vides parameters for personal and interpersonal associa­
tions (see Galatians 3:15-29). It affords us with a pattern
for all of our relationships (see 2 Corinthians 3:6). It lays
the foundations for proper divine-to-human, human-to-di­
vine, and human-to-human interaction (see Psalm 25;8­
10). It is the means by which we approach, deal with, and
know one another-and God (see Hebrews 13:20-21).

Through the centuries, various definitions, models, and
constructs of the covenant have been conceived by theolo­
gians of every imaginable stripe. Some have taken a very
straightforward trinitarian view-defining the covenant in
terms of three elements.5 Others perceive rather more
complexity-defining it in terms of seven elements.6 Still
others have devised very intricate esoteric models-defin­
ing it in situationally and eschatalogically flexible terms.7

All of these paradigms have much to commend them to
the serious student of the Word, but for pedagogical pur­
poses, we can synthesize a wide variety of their insights into
five basic component parts.8 Thus, this simplified Biblical
model of the covenant begins with the establishment of
God's nature and character: we must take care never to
stray from basic orthodoxy because He is sovereign. Next, it
proclaims God's authority: He has established order and
structure in His church. Third, the covenant outlines God's
ethical stipulations: He has given His people servanthood
responsibilities. Fourth, it establishes God's judicial see:
matters are urgent because He will one day sit in judg­
ment. And finally, the covenant details God's very great
and precious promises: we can live lives of patience be­
cause He has laid up an inheritance for the faithful.

This five-fold outline of the covenant, though by no
means absolute, can be seen, in at least an oblique fashion,
in God's dealings with Adam (see Genesis 1:26-31; 2:16­
25), Noah (see Genesis 9:1-17), Abraham (see Genesis
12:1-3; 15:1-21), Moses (see Exodus 3:1-22), and the disci-
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pIes of Christ (see 1 Corinthians 11:23-34). It is also evi­
dent in some way, shape, form, or another in the Ten
Commandments (two tables of five statutes), the structure
of the Pentateuch (five books), the book of Deuteronomy
(five parts), the book of Psalms (five sections), the book of
Revelation (five stages), and many other passages of Scrip­
ture in both the Old and New Testaments.

The pro-life movement throughout the centuries-de­
rived as it has been from the teaching of Scripture-has
invariably revolved around and has been defined in terms
of the Biblical covenant. Thus, the lessons that we must
learn from that legacy and the wealth that we must recover
from that heritage can be summarized covenantally. Surely,
if we are to have any success in the future, if we are to gain
the upper hand, and if we are to faithfully contend for the
sanctity of life, then we must reclaim that which we have
forgotten. We must stand foursquare on the covenantal
foundations laid before us: the necessity of orthodoxy, the
centrality of the church, the indispensability of
servanthood, the importance of decisiveness, and the pri­
macy of patience.

Orthodoxy

Jesus is Lord. And He is Lord over the totality of life. Ulti­
mately that means that no facet of the created order falls
outside His sovereign care and direction.

Our Almighty God is both transcendent (see 1 Chroni­
cles 29:11) and immanent (see Hebrews 13:5). He is both
providential (see Isaiah 46:9-10) and immutable (see
Psalm 33:8-11). He rules the cosmos, exercising His will on
earth just as He does in heaven (see Psalm 147:15-18). His
sovereignty encompasses the forces of creation (see Prov­
erbs 16:4), the course of history (see Ephesians 1:11), the
hearts and minds and ways of men (see Proverbs 16:9), and
the workings of the nations of the earth (see Psalm 82:8).
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He rules everything, everyone, and everywhere (see Psalm
135:5-7).

In light of this profound reality, the task of the believer
is simply to herald the good news that "the Lord has estab­
lished His throne in the heavens and His sovereignty rules
over all" (Psalm 103:19). It is to acknowledge His jurisdic­
tion over every sphere of life (see Romans 11:36). It is to
affirm the validity of His decrees and precepts in every
arena (see 2 Timothy 3:16-17). It is, in short, to submit to
the clear-cut standards revealed in His Word (see Deutero­
nomy 12:32). When we say 'Jesus is Lord," we must simulta­
neously say 'Jesus is Law-Giver" (see Matthew 5:17-19).
When we affirm that 'jesus is the answer," we must simulta­
neously affirm that 'Jesus has the answers" (see John
15:10).

The word orthodoxy literally means adhering to the stan­
dard and acknowledging the mandates of Christ's sover­
eign rule. For the pro-life heroes of the past, the revelation
of that "standard" or those "mandates" was very simply the
Bible.

Jesus constantly reminded His disciples that the Bible
was to be their only rule for life and godliness, for faith
and practice, for profession and confession:

He who has My commandments and keeps them, he it is
who loves me; and he who loves me shall be loved by My
Father, and I will love him, and will disclose Myself to
him. If anyone loves Me, he will keep My Word; and My
Father will love him, and We will come to him, and make
Our abode with him. He who does not love Me does not
keep My Words; and the Word which you hear is not
Mine, but the Father's who sent Me. (John 14:21, 23-24)

He said, "It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone,
but by every Word that proceeds out of the mouth of
God." (Matthew 4:4)

It is easier for heaven and earth to pass away than for
one tittle of the Law to fail. (Luke 16:17)



164 THE NEXT nME AROUND

Whoever breaks one of the least of these command­
ments, and teaches men so, shall be called least in the
kingdom of heaven; but whoever does and teaches them
shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. (Mat­
thew 5:19)

Again and again, He affirmed the truth that, unlike
the ever-shifting, ever-changing fashions of men, God is
immutable:

My covenant I will not violate, nor will I alter the utter­
ance of My mouth. (Psalm 89:34)

Thus, when the Lord speaks, His Word stands firm for­
ever. His assessments of right and wrong do not change
from age to age:

All His precepts are trustworthy. They are established for­
ever and ever, to be performed with faithfulness and up­
rightness. (Psalm 111:7-9)

The pro-life heroes of the past knew that only too well.
That is why they relied so heavily on the Bible for the de­
velopment of their priorities, agendas, strategies, and per­
spectives. That is why they were so careful to firmly and
forthrightly stand on the inerrant and incomparable Word.

If we are going to effectually defend the sanctity of
life-either this time around or even next time around­
then we must learn this fundamental lesson. Nothing--not
pluralistic accommodation, not high-sounding coalition
building, and not well-intentioned ecumenicism-nothing
should deter or detour us from the covenantal requisite of
orthodoxy.

The Church

Though all IIlen are bound into a covenant with death (see
Isaiah 28: 15), and though they pursue it (see Proverbs
21 :6), choose it (see Jeremiah 8:3), and embrace it (see
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Proverbs 2: 18), deep down they desire to escape its
wretched shackles (see Ecclesiastes 11:1-10) .

Though they may vociferously deny it, the truth of God
is written on the fleshly tablets of their hearts (see Romans
2:14-15). In fact, they must actively restrain or suppress
that truth in order to carry on with their destructive ways
(see Romans 1:18). Though they deliberately debase them­
selves with futile thinking, foolish passions, and filthy be­
havior, they actually know what is right (see Romans 1:19­
24, 26-27). Though they consciously choose the precepts
of death, they cannot escape the awful conviction of the
ordinances of life (see Romans 1:28-32).

That is why all men so desperately need the church.
Only the church-as it holds steadfastly to the Word re­

vealed, the Word made manifest, and the Word vivified-is
able to effect the kind of cultural transformation necessary
to snap the spell with which death grips human societies.

This is due to several great truths:
First, the church renews the minds of fallen men through the

teaching of the Bible-the Word revealed. Right doctrine shat­
ters old habits, explodes perverse ideas, and establishes real
hope. The gospel changes people by the power of the Holy
Spirit (see Romans 1:16). Men trapped in the snares of
death and darkness need good news. They need the good
news. And thus, God has entrusted the crucial task of pub­
lishing that gO'od news among the nations to the church­
and only to the church.

Second, the church readjusts men to genuine life through sac­
ramental worship--the Word made manifest. Worship is not
simply an indulgence in abstract theological rituals. In­
stead, it is a tangible offering to God, a consecration before
God, a communi.on with God, and a transformation before
God. In the simple yet profound act of worship, the mean­
ing and value of life is revealed and fulfilled. It reorients
men to God's plan, God's purpose, and God's program
(see Psalm 73:1-28). Once again, God has entrusted this
vital function to the church-and only to the church.
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Third, the church reforms the lifestyles of men through disciple­
ship-the Word vivified. The disciplined accountability of life
in a local church community repatterns a man's ways ac­
cording to the ways of the Lord. By instilling in them godly
habits they learn "the way they should go" (Proverbs
22:16). Through ritual and repetition they are trained to
walk "the paths of justice" (Proverbs 2:8) and to avoid "the
ways of darkness" (Proverbs 2:13). Through routines of
righteousness they are established in "every good path"
(Proverbs 2:9) so that ever afterward they may "trust in the
Lord with all their heart, and lean not on their own under­
standing, in all their ways acknowledging Him" (Proverbs
3:5-6). Thus, men are reformed through the church-and
only through the church.

The church has the keys to the kingdom (see Matthew
16:19). It has the power to bind and loose (see Matthew
18:18). It has the authority to prevail over the very gates of
hell (see Matthew 16:18). It offers men the Waters of Life
(see Revelation 22:17), the Bread of Life (see John 6:35),
and the Word of Life (see John 1:1), because its Head is
the Author of Life (see Acts 17:25).

That is why the pro-life heroes of the past always
grounded their efforts in the church. That is why they were
unapologetically Christian in their advocacy of life. They
knew that in order to take on the fierce dragons of death
they would need the full protection and power offered in
the church-and only in the church.

Of course, it wasn't just any church that these heroes
for life centered their work in. It was the one, holy, catholic,
and apostolic church.

Jesus prayed that His disciples might be one (see John
17:21-22). He desired for them to live in harmony. He
wanted them to work together for the fuller manifestation
of God's glory. In other words, He yearned for them to be
unified.

That is what catholicity is-living and· working together
in genuine unity without backbiting, jealousy, strife, territo-
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rialism, and provincialism. It is standing as one against the
tidal wave of perversity and perniciousness in the world. It
is presenting a united front against the minions of death
and destruction. It is:

Being like minded, having the same love, being of one
accord, and being of one mind. (Philippians 2:2)

Attaining to the unity of faith, and of the knowledge of
the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the
stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ.
(Ephesians 4:13)

Being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the
bond of peace. For there is one body and one Spirit, just as
you were also called in one hope of your calling; one Lord,
one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all who is
over all and through all and in all. (Ephesians 4:3-6)

Being of one accord and with one voice glorifying the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. (Romans 15:6)

Whenever the pro-life movement has been successful
throughout history, the church has been its wellspring and
its mainspring. It derived its strength, its authority, its
anointing, and its unction from the sacramental life of the
body. The pro-life movement was the church. And the
church was the pro-life movement.

If we are going to effectually defend the sanctity of
life-either this time around or even next time around­
then we must learn this fundamental lesson. Nothing-not
the false hope of political expediency, not the hollow ideal
of popular accessability, and not the deceptive allure of in­
stitutional pragmatism-nothing must be allowed to deter
or detour us frorn the centrality of the church.

Servanthood

The gospel calls us to live as ifpeople really matter. It calls us
to live lives of selfless concern. We are to pay attention to
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the needs of others (see Deuteronomy 22:4) We are to
demonstrate concern for the poor (see Psalm 41:1). We are
to show pity toward the weak (see Psalm 72:13). We are to
rescue the afflicted from violence (see Psalm 72:14). We
are to familiarize ourselves with the case of the helpless
(see Proverbs 29:7), give of our wealth (see Deuteronomy
26:12-13), and share of our sustenance (see Proverbs
22:9). We are to "put on tender mercies, kindness, humble­
ness of mind, meekness, and longsuffering" (Colossians
3:12). We are to become "a father to the poor," and are to
search out the case of the stranger (see Job 29:16). We are
to love our neighbors as ourselves (see Mark 12:31), thus
fulfilling the law (see Romans 13:10).

It is only as we do these things that we are able to earn
the right to speak authoritatively into people's lives.

In writing to Titus, the young pastor of the pioneer
church on the island of Crete, the Apostle Paul.pressed
home this basic truth with persistence and urgency. In the
midst of a culture marked by deceit, ungodliness, sloth,
and gluttony (see Titus 1:12), Titus was not only to preach
grace and judgment; he was also to make good deeds a
central priority in his ministry. He was to exercise charity.
Paul wrote:

For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared
to all men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and
worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and
godly in the present age, looking for the blessed hope
and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior
Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for us, that He might re­
deem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself
His own special people, zealous for good works. (Titus
2:11-14, NKJV)

This was a very familiar theme for Paul. It wasn't aimed
exclusively at the troublesome Cretan culture. For instance,
he had earlier written to the Ephesian church with essen­
tially the same'message:
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For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that
not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest
anyone should boast. For we are His workmanship, cre­
ated in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand that we should walk in them. (Ephesians
2:8-10, NKJV)

God saves us by grace. There is nothing we can do to
merit His favor. Because of our sin, we stand utterly con­
demned. Thus, salvation is completely unearned and unde­
served. But we are not saved capriciously, for no reason
and no purpose. On the contrary, we are His workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus for good works. We are His own pos­
session, set apart and purified to be zealous for good works.

In a speech before the largest single rally in our
capital's history--more than a half-million pro-life Chris­
tians strong-Vice-President Dan Quayle affirmed that,
"The pro-life movement is the humanitarian movement of
our time." In point of fact, the pro-life movement has al­
ways been the humanitarian movement-throughout all
time. Establishing charitable institutions around the globe
to care for the unwanted, the unloved, and the unde­
sired-from hospitals and orphanages to shelters and
foundling centers-faithful pro-life believers have always
tended the future like a garden. They were, first and fore­
most, servants.

If we are going to effectually defend the sanctity of
life-either this time around or even next time around­
then we must learn this fundamental lesson. Nothing-not
the false hope of political expediancy, not the hollow ideal
of popular accessibility, and not the deceptive allure of in­
stitutional pragInatism-nothing must be allowed to deter
or detour us frona the exigency of charitable service.

Urgency

Virtually every Biblical injunction about the Biblical use of
time underlines the importance of each moment that
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passes. It is an ethical imperative to act and act quickly
when lives are at stake, when justice is perverted, when
truth is in jeopardy, when mercy is at risk, when souls are
endangered, and when the gospel is assaulted.

We are admonished to "make the most of our time"
(Ephesians 5:16). We are to "redeem the time" (Colossians
4:5). We are to utilize "everyday to the utmost" (Hebrews
3:13). In short, we are to sanctifY the time (see Ecclesiastes
3:1-8) .

According to the Bible, our time is not our own. It is
not ours to dispose of as we choose. We have been "bought
with a price" (1 Corinthians 6:20). Therefore we are to set
our days, weeks, and years apart to the Lord for His glory
(see Romans 14:6-12).

In the Old Testament, the days were divided into eight
distinct periods: dawn, morning, midday, dark, evening,
and three night watches. These were distinguished in the
lives of believers by times and seasons of prayer (see Psalm
55:17; Daniel 6:10). In the New Testament, the value of
this kind of liturgical clock was affirmed by the followers of
Christ who punctuated and accentuated their urgent task
of evangelization with the discipline of regular spiritual re­
freshment (see Acts 3:1).

Similarly, the weeks of God's people were ordered with
purposeful sanctity. In the Old Testament, the week cen­
tered around the Sabbath and the attendant sacrifices. In
the New Testament, the week revolved around the Lord's
day and the sacraments. Thus, each week had its own pace,
its own schedule, its own priorities, and its own order.
Thus, believers were able to give form to function and
function to form (see Deuteronomy 5:12; Hebrews 10:24­
25). The liturgical calendar enabled them to wait on the
Lord and thus to "run and not be weary" and to "walk and
not be faint" (Isaiah 40:31).

Even the years were given special structure and signifi­
cance to reinforce the Biblical conception of decisive ur­
gency. In ancient Israel, feasts, fasts, and festivals paced the
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cotYltYlunity of faith in its progression through the months
(see Exodus 13:6-10; Psalm 31:15). The early church con­
tinued this stewardship of time, punctuating the years with
liturgical seasons: Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter,
Ascension, and Pentecost. Thus, God's people were en­
abled and equipped to run the race (see Philippians 2:16),
to fight the fight (see Ephesians 6:10-18), to finish the
course (see 2 Timothy 4:7), and to keep the faith (see 2
Timothy 3:10).

In order to maintain a sense of balanced urgency, the
pro-life heroes of the past paced their efforts through the
sanctification of the time. They were thus able to risk all,
remain decisive, and persevere with singlemindedness.
They were thus able to affirm with the psalmist:

I hear the slander of many; fear is on every side; they
counsel together against me, and they scheme to take
innocent life. But as for me, I will trust in You, 0 my
Lord; I will say, ''You are my Sovereign." All my times are
in Your hands. Therefore deliver me from the hand of
my enemies, and from those who persecute the inno­
cent. (Psalm 31:13-15)

Clearly, there is no room for procrastination or con­
templation in times of trouble, distress, and calamity. We
are called to seize the day. Decisiveness, determination,
singlemindedness, constancy, diligence, and passion must
inform our agenda. The pace we set should be fervent-be­
cause the task before us is urgent.

If we are going to effectually defend the sanctity of
life-either this time around or even next time around­
then we must learn this fundamental lesson. Nothing-not
the fear for material risk, not the concern over personal
reputation, and not the hesitation of institutional prece­
dent-nothing ITlust be allowed to deter or detour us from
the indispensability of risk.
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Patience

Victory will not be won in a day, however fervently we act.
It will take time, perhaps generations. It has always been
that way. It always will be.

In the interim, we are to rest and rely on God's. "very
great and precious promises" (2 Peter 1:4). We are to trust
that His sovereign working will indeed make all things
right (see Romans 8:28) and that His good providence will
by no means be thwarted (see Ephesians 1:11).

Though the times are hard and all the earth cries out
under the burden of wickedness, injustice, and perversion,
we can relax in the assurance that God is playing the keys
of providence according to the score of His own devising.
We need not be anxious (see Philippians 4:6). We need
not worry (see Matthew 6:25). We need not fret (see Luke
12: 22).

Such is the characteristic of holy patience.
Patience is actually an attribute of God Himself (see

2 Peter 3:9-15). In addition though, it is a command from
on high-an non-optional mandate for every believer (see
Ephesians 4:2). It is a fruit of the spirit (see Galatians
5:22). It is an evidence of love (see 1 Corinthians 13:4). It
is an ensign comfort (see 2 Corinthians 1:6). And it is a
qualification for church leadership (see 2 Timothy 2:24).

In times of persecution (see 1 Peter 2:20), suffering
(see James 5:10), and confrontation (see 1 Thessalonians
5:14), patience is to be the Christian's overriding concern.
We are to be patient in hope (see Romans 8:5). We are to
be patient in affliction (see Romans 12:12). We are to be
patient in our preaching (see 2 Timothy 4:2). We are to
clothe ourselves in patience (see Colossians 3:12). And we
are to endure in patience (see Revelation 3:12). The pace
we set must be steady because the task we face will not
soon be dispatched.

All through the Scriptures this lesson is emphasized:
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Rest in the LORD and wait patiently for Him; do not fret
because of him who prospers in his way, because of the
man who carries out wicked schemes. Cease from anger,
and forsake wrath; do not fret; it leads only to evil doing.
For evildoers will be cut off, but those who wait for the
LORD, they will inherit the land. Yet a little while and the
wicked man will be no more; and you will look carefully
for his place, and he will not be there. But the humble
will inherit the land, and will delight themselves in abun­
dant prosperity. (Psalm 37:7-11)

He who is slow to anger is better than the mighty, and
better a patient man than a warrior who captures the
city. (Proverbs 16:32)

Wisdom makes a man patient. (Proverbs 19:11a)

The end of a matter is better than its beginning; pa­
tience of spirit is better than haughtiness of spirit. Do
not be eager in your heart to be angry, for anger resides
in the bosom of fools. Do not say, 'Why is it that the
former days were better than these?" For it is not from
wisdom that you ask this. Wisdom along with an inheri­
tance is good and an advantage to those who see the
sun. (Ecclesiastes 7:8-11)

By patience a ruler may be persuaded, and a soft tongue
breaks the bone. (Proverbs 25:15)

According to the Bible, we are to imitate others who
have manifested a spirit of patience (see Hebrews 6:12).
Thus, Abraham (see Hebrews 6:13-15), Noah (see 1 Peter
3:20), and the Apostle Paul (see 2 Corinthians 6:6) are to
be our models-as are the pro-life legions that have gone
before us. They faced seemingly insurmountable odds with
the calm assurance and the quiet confidence that could
only have come from holy patience.

If we are going to effectually defend the sanctity of
life-either this time around or even next time around­
then we must learn this fundamental lesson. Nothing-not
the urgency or immediacy of the crisis, not the horrifying
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specter of imminent judgment--'-nothing must be allowed
to deter or detour us from the need for patience.

Conclusion

Pro-life efforts have been an integral aspect of the work
and ministry of faithful believers since the dawning of the
faith in the first century. Through all the convulsions of
the patristic era, into the upheaval of the medieval epoch,
on toward the Renaissance and Enlightenment, through
the great missions movement and the emergence of Amer­
ica, and into the modern period, the true church has always
stood for the sanctity of all innocent life-in contradistinc­
tion to the pagan consensus for abortion, infanticide, aban­
donment, and euthanasia. Admittedly, there have been
dark days when the institutional church failed to uphold its
covenantal responsibilities, but, thankfully, those days have
been short-lived aberrations.

Whenever believers have successfully defended the help­
less, their efforts have adhered to a predictable pattern-a
covenantal pattern. The elements in that pattern, like the
commitment to life itself, has remained remarkably consis­
tent: an emphasis on the necessity of orthodoxy, the cen­
trality of the church, the indispensability of servanthood,
the importance of decisiveness, and the primacy of pa­
tience.

In the present struggle to uphold our two-thousand­
year-old heritage, it would stand us in good stead to pay
heed to this pattern-this legacy-and to reclaim it.

Mter all, there is no need to reinvent the wheel. As
historian David R. Carlin has said:

The best way to develop an attitude of responsibility to­
ward the future is to cultivate a sense of responsibility
toward the past. We are born into a world that we didn't
make, and it is only fair that we should be grateful to
those who did make it. Such gratitude carries with it the
imperative that we preserve and at least slightly improve
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the world that has been given us before passing it on to
subsequent generations. We stand in the midst of many
generations. If we are indifferent to those who went be­
fore us and actually exist~d, how can we expect to be
concerned for the well-being of those who come after us
and only potentially exist.9





10

ETERNAL VIGIlANCE:
HANDING ON THE LEGACY

adhuc sub judice lis est 1

The subtle bamer was drawn which marks today from yesterday; all
the night and its despondency became past and entered memory.

Hilaire Belloc

Despotism can be a development, often a late development and very
often indeed the end of societies that have been very democratic. A
despotism may almost be. defined as a tired democracy. As fatigue
falls on a community, the citizens are less inclined for that eternal
vigilance which has truly been called the price of liberty.

G. K. Chesterton

he venerable aphorism remains as true today as
ever: "He who forgets his own history is con­
demned to repeat it."2

Commenting ~n that profundity, the great Russian
iconodule Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn has said that, "If we
don't know our own history, we will simply have to endure
all the same mistakes, sacrifices, and absurdities all over
again."3

Further, Tinlothy K. Jones asserted that:

177
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The map of God's activity is not a blank ocean between
the apostolic shores and our modern day. So we need to
remember-and search for our roots in--.;....the luminaries,
the risk takers, and movements of the church through
the centuries. To neglect them is not only to risk repeat­
ing past errors, it is to fall victim to a·narrowing amnesia
that leaves us floundering.4

Our Sense of History

It seems that in this awkward new epoch we are afflicted
with a malignant contemporaneity. Our morbid preoccupa­
tion with ourselves-and thus our ambivalence and igno­
rance of the past-has trapped us in a recalcitrant present.
Renowned historian Daniel Boorstin has said:

In our schools today, the story of our nation has been
replaced by social studies-which is the study of what ails
us now. In our churches, the effort to see the essential
nature of man has been displaced by the social gospel­
which is the polemic against the pet vices of today. Our
book publishers no longer seek the timeless and the du­
rable, but spend most of their efforts in a fruitless search
for-La mode social commentary-which they pray will not
be out of date when the item goes to press. Our mer­
chandisers frantically devise their new year models,
which will cease to be voguish when their sequels appear
three months hence. Neither our classroom lessons nor
our sermons nor our books nor the things we live with
nor the houses we live in are any longer strong ties to
our past. We have become a nation of short-term
doomsayers. In a word, we have lost our sense of history.
Without the materials of historical comparison, we are
left with nothing but abstractions.5

History is not just the concern of historians and social
scientists. It is not the lonely domain of political prognosti­
cators and ivory tower academics. It is the very stuff of life.
And it is the very stuff of faith. In fact, the Bible puts a
heavy emphasis on historical awareness-not at all surpris-
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ing considering the fact that the vast proportion of its own
contents record the dealings of God with men and nations
throughout the ages.

Again and again in the Scriptures, Cod calls upon His
people to remember. He calls on us to remember the bond­
age, oppression, and deliverance of Egypt (see Exodus
13:3; Deuteronomy 6:20-23). He calls on us to remember
the splendor, strength, and devotion of the Davidic king­
dom (see 1 Chronicles 16:8-36). He calls on us to remem­
ber the valor, forthrightness, and holiness of the prophets
(see James 5:7-11). He calls on us to remember the glories
of creation (see Psalm 104:1-30), the devastation of the
flood (see 2 Peter 2:4-11), the judgment of the great apos­
tasies (see Jude .5-11), the miraculous events of the exodus
(see Deuteronomy 5:15), the anguish of the desert wander­
ings (see Deuteronomy 8:1-6), the grief of the Babylonian
exile (see Psalm 137:1-6), the responsibility of the restora­
tion (see Ezra 9:5-15), the sanctity of the Lord's Day (see
Exodus 20:8), the graciousness of the commandments (see
Numbers 15:39--40), and the ultimate victory of the cross
(see 1 Corinthians 11:23-26). He calls on us to remember
the lives and witness of all those who have gone before us
in faith-forefathers, fathers, patriarchs, prophets, apostles,
preachers, evangelists, martyrs, confessors, ascetics, and
every righteous spirit made pure in Christ (see 1 Corinthi­
ans 10:1-11; Hebrews 11:3-40).

He calls on us to remember. As the psalmist has said:

We must remember the deeds of the LORD in our midst.
Surely, we must remember His wonders of old. I will
meditate on all Your work, and muse on Your deeds.
Your way is holy; what god is like unto our God? You are
the God who works wonders; You have made known Your
strength among the peoples. You have by power re­
deemed Your people, the sons of Jacob and Joseph.
(Psalm 77:11--15)

And again:
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Oh give thanks to the LORD, call upon His name. Make
known His deeds among the peoples. Sing to Him, sing
praises to Him; speak of all His wonders on the earth.
Glory in His name; let the heart of those who seek the
Lord be glad. Seek the Lord and His strength; seek His
face continually. Remember His wonders which He has
done in our midst, His marvels and the judgments ut­
tered by His mouth. (Psalm 105:1-5)

When Moses stood before the Israelites at the end of
his long life, he did not exhort them with polemics or mor­
alisms. He reminded them of the works of God in history.
He reminded them of their duty to remember (see Deutero­
nomy 32:1-43).

When David stood before his family and friends follow­
ing a great deliverance from his enemies, he did· not stir
them with~sentimentor nostalgia. He reminded them of the
works of God in history in a psalm of praise. He reminded
them of their duty to remember (see 2 Samuel 22:1-51).

When Solomon stood before his subjects at the dedica­
tion of the newly constructed temple, he did not challenge
them with logic or rhetoric. He simply reminded them of the
works of God in history in a hymn of wisdom. He reminded
them of their duty to remember (see 1 Kings 8:15-61).

When Nehemiah stood before the families ofJerusalem
at the consecration of the rebuilt city walls, he did not
bombard them with theology or theatrics. He simply re­
minded them of the works of God in history in a song of
the covenant. He reminded them of their duty to remember
(see Nehemiah 9:6-38).

When Stephen stood before an accusing and enraged
Sanhedrin, he did not confront them with apology or con­
demnation. He simply reminded them of the works of God
in history in a litany of faith. He reminded them of their
duty to remember (see Acts 7:2-53).

Remembrance and forgetfulness are the measuring
rods of faithfulness throughout the entire canon of Scrip­
ture. A family that passes its legacy on to its children will
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bear great fruit (see Deuteronomy 8:2-10). A family that
fails to take its heritage seriously will remain barren (see
Deuteronomy 8:11-14). A people that remembers the great
and mighty deeds of the Lord will be blessed (see Deutero­
nomy 8:18). A people that forgets is doomed to frustration
and failure (see Deuteronomy 8:19-20). In fact, the whole
direction of a culture depends on the gracious appoint­
ments of memory:

Wonders cannot be known in the midst of darkness.
Righteousness cannot be done in a land of forgetfulness.
(Psalm 88:12)

That is why the Bible makes it plain that there are only
two kinds of people in the world: effectual doers and for­
getful hearers (see James 1:25). And that is why the minis­
try of the Holy Spirit in the lives of believers is primarily to
bring to our remembrance the Word of Truth (see John
14:26).

Philip Schaff, the prolific church historian during the
previous generation, argued stridently that we must be eter­
nally vigilant in the task of handing on our great legacy­
to remember and then to inculcate that remembrance in
the hearts and rninds of our children:

How shall we labor with any effect to build up the
church, if we have no thorough knowledge of its history,
or fail to apprehend it from the proper point of observa­
tion? History is, and must ever continue to be, next to
God's Word, the richest foundation of wisdom, and the
surest guide to all successful practical activity.6

Indeed, in this ongoing epic struggle for life-in this
tortured clash between historic Christianity and ancient pa­
ganism-we dare not neglect our rich legacy. And we dare
not keep it to ourselves:

Listen, oh my people, to my instruction; incline your
ears to the words of my mouth. I will open my mouth in
a parable; I will utter dark sayings of old, which we have
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heard and known, and our fathers have told us. We will
not conceal them from our children, but tell to the gen­
eration to come the praises of the LORD, and His
strength and His wondrous works that He has done. For
He established a testimony in our midst and appointed a
new law in the land, which He commanded to our fa­
thers, that they should teach them to their children that
the generation to come might know, even the children
yet to be born that they may in turn arise and tell them
to their children, that they should put their confidence
in God, and not forget the works of God, but keep His
commandments. (Psalm 78:1-7)

Conclusion

Clearly, we stand at a crossroads in our culture today. But
then, we've been here before. During the crucial finaldays
of his 1912 presidential campaign-at another of the great
American crossroads-Theodore Roosevelt challenged the
nation with typical prophetic fervor to recapture its leg­
acy-and then pass it on:

Just beyond man's narrow daily vision stand the im­
mortals. "And Jehovah opened the eyes of the young man, and
he saw; and, behold, the mountain was full of horses and chari­
ots about Elisha." At the front of this culture's way ride
the strong guards of our own past, their authority im­
mortalized by faithfulness. In the hour of decision we see
them; their grave eyes watch us, the keepers of our stan­
dards, the builders of our civilization. They came from
God to do his bidding and returned. The future we can­
not see; nor what the next imperious task; nor who its
strong executant. But for this generation, in a time
charged with disintegrating forces, the challenge is clear:
to uphold our legacy with faith, valor, and truth.7

He concluded by saying:

Now to you men who in your turn have come together
to spend and be spent in the endless crusade against
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wrong, to you who gird yourselves for this great fight in
the never-ending warfare for the good of mankind, I say
in closing, "We stand at Armageddon and we battle for the
Lord. "8

Would to God that-across the wide span of the interven­
ing decades-we would hear and heed. Amen and Amen.
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