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ARE OPERATION RESCUE’S CRITICS SELF-SERVING
i by Gary North ‘ :

And the princes of issachar were with Deborah even i

in his ‘breaches. Zebulun and Naphtali were a people: that i
- “jeoparded their lives -unto the death in- the hlgh places
of the field (Judges 5:15-18):

"a sermon that the church secretary typed up for dlst
tlon) « :

Deborah had issued a chalienge to Israel: Come and .
fight the enemies of God! Some tribes came, but others did - -
- -not. The tribe of Issachar came, ‘but the tribe of Reuben " -
stayed home, safe -among the sheep. They were 100 busy
- searching their hearts. Dan went fishing. But Zebulun:and
* “Naphtali-jeopardized their lives unto death; All this was. im-
- mortalized by General Deborah in her song." -
“ There are always those who choose to go flshmg in ther
~-midst of a life-and-death crisis. Christians in Russia ‘did:in - : revival,;we should stay ri
1917. Christians in Germany did in 1932. The Dans of this Cous that it rs not yet time
- .world are legion, especially in the twentieth- -century church, '
‘But my concern here is not with Dan; it is: with Reuben: -
- Dans choose not to get involved, but they are polite enough -
to -remain quiet. They are not deep thinkers.
“ " Not so the Reubenites. They preferred the company of - .-
" sheep. They . were deeply thoughtful - so thoughtful that . -
they' never could qunte fmd the time to move away from:

-says that women are not to be 3
When ‘a socrety has ‘sunk so Jow that a wom
leadit; why, lt {s already under: God 's.cu

: ‘image.. p
These days unfortunately, the Reubens of his” wo

are not ‘content to sit.and think deepthoughts. They all
seem to have computers, word processors, and laser prinit:
ers. Or maybe they have only dot-matrix printers.. The point-
is, they are not content to sit among their:sheep, ‘immobi-
lizedin thought. 'Fhey want others to join them'in the peace-
ful sheepfolds If no -one-joins them, ‘then they ‘might de-
velop- self-doubts: about .their ‘immobilized: condition. They
~might even wind up\Dn the ‘lyrics of some-future song by
some ‘contemporary Beborah. And so they issue computer-
printed ‘manifestos ag\amst the legitimacy. of becomrng in-
volved |n ‘the hard realu\res of the war. -

o~ : Sheepfold Mamfestos v '

i S It is not sufficient for Christians to sit quretly They see
T themselves as pnnmpled Qeople in an unprincipled- social:
environment. ‘They see themselves as morally different from

those around them. And so they feel morally compelled to
defend their own. inaction by'means of selective biblical ci-
tations. - Thus it - has alwayi been. “Grand - theological -

ing Chrlstlans have t
“ actrvrsm with theologlc

; ‘,schemes justrfylng not-so-grand personal disengagement

t]




cessful - revolution agalnst a tyrannical,
: m‘1925 when the Scopes trial

i \creatlo'méts “untit
“in the Umted State

d om any v:srble corporate respon-

w2 fields of life.: :

o oLike all those ho flee from battle they ‘sought self-
-,]ustlﬂcatlon for ‘their cowardice. They developed "an -entire
,theology of Christian cultural |mpotence in order to justify
“their-visible absenceé: from. the battlefields. of life. They told
“ themselves and -their. followers  that the. church: of Jesus
-Christ: must: “and-will ‘suffer -a. series of inevitable defeats,
in- every -area -of: life,” until things ‘get "so bad that Jesus
“comes personall

h Christians have always admitted, -but: before: history
s over. Until-that great day — Jesus Christ's supposed ver-

) grand schemes of Bible-based social reform. All such hopes
d plans mgst :and’ will be ‘dashed to bits against the hard

- f sobenng up arhandful of drunks before Jesus comes
again. = -

his theology of cultural retreat stlll dommates most Bi-
e-believing ‘seminariés and pulpits. But it is now starting
y crack: The abortion issue is shakmg the foundations of
llltime Christian: non-public service.” The great evangeli-
cal disaster is’ starting.to'be recognized for the disaster that
is. But it will ‘not be reversed without a struggle. This
.uggle can be seen inithe war of the manifestos.
Legallzed ‘abortion has now made Christian social irre-
,sublllty appear ridiculous. Thus we find millions of Chris-
o give ‘occasional hp service (and:very little money)
ght against abortion. 'We find a small- minority willing

ighting abortion, including: fighting it politically.
r-of 1988, a handful of non-violent
he ante” by breaking local property

murderous mothers and their
censed-physicians.

n property rights!” This

ghter of the in-
nse of private prop-
ntles " Liberals cef-
hysicians, but they
mes, especially
ly-innocent ba-

. these slaugh-
luded that an-abor-
t they never say this

ext generation of the poten-
|gent old people are also

5 3s1bll|ty .as Chnsﬂan They fled from-the mtellectual battle-

to’ “rapture”- -Christians ‘out of this-world. .
; Thls will not be at the end_of ‘history at the final judgment

ion-of Operation Rescue —we are told, it is futile to devise.

fophecy. This is-the theology-of the ‘skid -
~The best hope it-offers -is. the pOSSlbll-—

t. an ‘abortion clinic occasionally.’ We find an even: '
inority ready to devote regular time and regular -

‘and.later-in other cities:by: inter-

70 years insisted that “hu-

. liberals will "
spanics. -You know..
 state- than-twio dec-- -

apest way to “break the

Trespassmg for Dear Life:
This tactic of “trespassing for dear life” has now begun
to divide the Chrstian' community. It has already divided
Christian ‘leaders: ‘This -division appears to cut actoss de-
hominational and even ideological lines. Christian” leaders
are being forced to take. aposition, pro-or.con, with regard |

: 1o the legitimacy- of- this -physical interposition. Like Con-
gress, they prefer to avoid -taking sides; but -the. pressures

can no longer be avoided easily, at least for Reubenites.
There are two. signs in front-of abortion clinics:

“No Trespassing”
“Thou Shalt Not Kill”

The “No Trespassmg” sign ‘is symbollcally sluck lnto the

- grass. “The “Thou Shalt Not Kill™ sign 'is literally being car-

ried (or-ought:to be Ilterally carried) by an anti-abortion pick-

“eter.

The: plcketers have now. begun to realize that they face '

"~ a major moral decision: either-ignore the implicit-“No Tres-
“passing”- sign- or. ignore the' covenantal |mpl|cat|ons of the

“Thou Shalt Not Kill" sign. The fact of the matteris- that if

- Christians continue to obey the abortionists’ “No Trespass-
‘ing™ signs; God ‘may’ o longér horior -this: AUMANISHC M@z oo

tion’s “No -Trespassing” sign to Him. He will eventually

- ‘come in national judgment with @ vengeance. This is a ba-

sic teaching of biblical covenant theology. (It is conveniently
ignored in' the -pseudo-covenant theology of the critics.).

A small, hard core of dedicated Christians has now de-
cided that they cannot -obey both signs at the same time.
One of these imperatives must be obeyed, and to obey it,
the other imperative must be disobeyed. This has precipi-
tated ‘a crisis:

There is a much larger group of Christians that pre-
tends that there is: nothing inherently contradictory .about <"
these two signs. There is nothing going on behind closed \__~

-glinic doors that Christians have a-moral -imperative and ju-
 dicial authorization from God to get more directly involved

in ‘stopping. They prefer not to think about the two. signs.
They see the first one and assume that it has the highest
authority:

There have been other “No Trespassmg signs.in his-

‘tory. Qutside -of German concentration camps -in 1943, for
_instance. But Christians in' Germany- honored those signs.
. They. forgot the words of Proverbs:

if thou faint in the day of adversity, thy strength is
small. If thou forbear to deliver them that are drawn unto
death, and those that are ready to be slain; If thou say-
-ost; Behold,-we knew:it.not; doth:not:he that. -pondereth
~the heart consider it? and he that keepeth thy soul, doth
not he know it? and shall not he render to every man
according to his works? (Proverbs 24:10-12).

The Christian critics of physical confrontation have of-
fered many. arguments to prove that non-violent interposi-
tion by Christians is always morally, legally, and even theo-
logically wrong. Others have argued that it'is not always
wrong, but it is wrong today.

The critics freely admit, as one of them proclaimed, “Af-

'ter many years ‘of opposing abortiorn rn America, at the cost
-of millions of dollars ‘and thousands of lives, nothing has

changed.” This is-understated. lt/has been. at the cost of
millions of dolfars and tens of mllllons of lives. What is
his-conclusion? That Christians now need to escalate their
confrontations, to keep.the pressure on? That a decade and

L

‘- a half of peaceful picketing and political mobilization has “~—
“tested the judicial waters,” and it is now time for Chris-

tians to.start swimming ups;feam in order to.avoid- gomg
over the falls"



)

‘No, indeed; rather, he concludes that Christians should
now -abandon: these. direct physical confrontatlons -since

. peaceful confrontations have proven useless. He does not

conclude that lawful* confrontations —as the secular human-
ist ‘state’ defines ‘lawful —have been: useless, but that all
‘confrontations are-either useless. or counter-productive. |

Prayer -and preaching are the only things that can work, -

we are told. Nice, safe, quiet, invisible, publicly acceptable,
legal, unindictable prayer and preaching. But not impreca-
tory psalms, of course. Not prayers from the pulpit that
name. local abortionists and-call down God’s visible wrath

on their heads. No, just “Dear Jesus, please make every--

one. sweet and nice, like they were back in 1972, before
Roe v. Wade. Amen.” No otherwise unemployable pastor

is-going to get himself fired from his upper-middle-class sub-

‘urban congregation for praying this-sort of prayer!
As if-the pro-life. movement had not been praying and
preaching for a decade. -
~.As if the humanists were not preparing an assault on
the church. as surely as they .did in.Russia in 1918 and
Germany in 1933.

tqcheeﬁrowmg Sch:zophrem

What i remarkable is that some-pasters-have the rhe- . S
‘torical ability to preach retreat in the face of personal dan- -

ger as if it were a direct frontal assault against the enemy.

.- They puff-up-themselves and their rhetoric, pound the pul-

pit, shout, and generally whoop themselves into. a frenzy,
as if.they were calling ‘their followers into a war, when in
fact they are sounding the bugle for “stand pat for Jesus.”

What is ‘even more remarkable is that-some of them
adopt the language of socially victorious ‘postmillennial cove-

nant theology in-order to defend the conclusions. of ‘tradi=
‘tional retreatist dispensational -premillennialism. This takes

considerable inteltectual -skill, | must admit. It is- too bad
that such skill could not have been put to a more produc-
tive use.

Meanwhile, those who-have for years said that they be-
lieved in the theology of dispensational premillennialism
have now adopted an anti-abortion strategy based on the

conclusions of traditional postmillennialism: direct social in-- .-

volvement in terms of a victory-oriented strategy. These peo- - -

ple are not-kamikaze types; they really beiieve that Chris-
tians can and will win this fight. B

The abortion issue is cutting across denomlnatlonal lines

and also across theological - lines. Which counts for more: -
- theological consistency or righteous action? Obviously, right-
eous action c,ounts for more. It is not what people say but

But what thlnk ye? A certam man had-two sons; and
he ‘came to the first,"and-'said, Son, go ‘work to day in
my vineyard. He answered and said, | will not:-but after-
ward he repented, and went. And he came to the:sec-
ond, and said likewise. And he answered and.said, |
go, sir: and went not. Whether ‘of them twain did the

~will of his father? They say :unto him, The first. Jesus
saith ‘unto. them, Verily | say unto you, That the publi-

_ cans'and the harlots go into the kingdom ‘of :Giod before
‘you. For John came unto you in the way ‘of righteous-
ness, and ye believed- him not: but the publicans:and.

“the harlots believed him: and ye, when ye had seen it,
repented not afterward that ye might believe hlm (Mat-
thew 21 :28-32). }

In my view, this sort of schlzophrema cannot be ‘Sus-
tained  indefinitely. What people do is more fundamental
than what people say. Yea a man.may say, Thou hast
faith, and | have works: shew me thy faith without-thy
works, and I will shew. thee ‘myfaith by my works” (James
2:18). As time -goes on, people will reshape their theologi-

- to be a dispensational premillennialist, ‘but watch. what he"

' “ric and theology, of these anti- direct confrontatlon argu=.

- sions of the old 1938 arguments-against any form of Chris

~ most Christians would deny that 1he office of judge stil

non-covenantal (or:imitation _covenantal) arguments. tha
* have been ‘offered by Christians. | ‘cannot answer- al

. am waiting 10 see somethmg equivalent: fron
- tational, self-proclalmed ‘covenant : [

- churches: rather than:

" cide for yourseif. How
‘who offered them?-D
- objections t6 ‘Operation
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cal opinions in terms ‘of: thelr actions: Their heologlcal schizo- -
‘phrenia will be healed by their adoption of a theology that . =
.is-more.consistent with. their actlons A mal may insist that’ .. 0
he is-a covenant theologian,: but-watc at he does. This ..
‘will tell you where-he is-headed. - Similarly, 1 man may claim -

vdoes This will-tell you where he is headed. -
- The Quality of the Arguments
What about the content as dlstmgulshed from the rheto- i

‘ments? Not: many of these: anti- confrontatlon argument'
need to be taken-seriously. Most of theni-are reworked ver

tian social involvemnent. A few, however, are. clothed in more
modern termmology “deep ‘social: ‘concern”: Mthout ne
iota - of -personal -tisk - to. the “deeply concerned”-
Fewer still are serious objections that really do raise seri
ous questions regardmg non-vxolent antl abortlon actmsm

erates today. | would agree. ‘Se, some rationale. other
serving as an Old Testamerit judge must be found to jus
non-violent interposition. ‘I have attempted’ to. outline ‘st
a defense. in When-Justice Is Aborted::Biblical Standar
for- Non-Violent' Resistance {Fort Woith: Dominion: Pre:
1989) - a defense based squarely on the b[bhcal coven
model.

| now eed to devote space to answering several of 1

them. Indeed; it is now the responsibility -of ‘the -
critics of interposition- to. answer. me. | have not
a series of random arguments in-my book;.I have
an integrated case based on the biblical covena

‘more persuasive ‘than dot-matrix-
remain silent::now, then” they are
no case theologically. To ad [
their arguments were desic
fend thelr_ own personab»

vestigation

the authors ‘of
or elsereverse

réal ‘arguments -
men who- expect |
‘How: seriously shi

these two-questionsi 1 t
posterous, -does the - mani
agenda'P 2) Wh‘at is ,t_h|s '
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oe. v Wade /s unlrke commands by crwl rulers re-
[ g' citizens ‘to perform evil' acts. It does:not requrre
“that anyone abort her baby :

N Th|s IS ‘the most |mbecmc argument of them all, To see
'»illust ‘how ridicutous: this: argument really is, substitute. the
;,,‘word “murder” for “abort -We get the following piece of
< moral and 1ud|c:at nonsense: “A law- legahzmg murder. does
_not require a ‘citizen to- murder anyone.” Does this' make
~the Iegalrzatlon of murder Iegltlmate’7 Is a law that legalizes
murder anythmg ‘but :perverse? ‘So, what should we calt
such an: argument’7 Thoughtfut? :

~ A civil' law does not have to command peopte to do

- They knew that God did not want them to obey it.

rk of the commg of satanlc law is when the state starts
sing: laws-that force people do “good” things. The state
then become ‘messianic, a savior state.”Seldomin.our
does an evil faw bear this - mark ‘of Satan: that it com-
ds people to. do: evil things: Almost: always an evil
law legalizes something which is evil in itself. Some-

ially ‘command people:to- do ‘something: immoral.
he abortion laws authorize: something evil: murder. Lo-
spassmg |aws -are. now being used to prohibit some-
rlghteous 'saving judicially innocent lives. The fact that
.no: Federal. law: compelhng mothers: to -abort their
utterly, irrelevant to anything except the. hope of
n-avoiding: Christians ‘that- some -gullible Chris-
e them seriously. Yet Christian authors and pas-
such an argument as if it were serlous A Chnsttan

(2) Roe vs.
urres abortrons nor:.

oes not actu-
#3 in“the critics’

ik

. and allow the

10 choose to murder
ral ‘agerits responsible
ncludlng the exercise

n murdering an infant who

evil in’ order for the law to be evil. Neither the~
“’nor Caesars representatlves commanded the

- civil: an'd rellglous authontles They knew it was an evil law.’

CIVII Iaws are almost atways framed negatlvely They

an evil law will forbid what is righteous. Rarely will it

" members of the second group (non-wolent resrsters) to be
bound by the biblical laws governing the first group (armed
revolutionaries): To argue that they are so bound is dehb- :

onds. We get this

ewborn chtld Are you in-

:'serlouslythe moral per- -
Id God take it seriously?- -

“is five seconds out: of the womb and- murdering an infant
five hours earlier? -Or five days? Or five weeks? | will-tell -
“you what the dlfference is: safe pulpits. For now.

. Let us consider the argument based on the woman’s.

“free moral agent” thesis. This is a real sleight-of-hand.

(tOngue?)‘argument The deacons have.imported the idea
of-“pro-choice” abortionists into-the church by changing the
phrase to “free- moral agent.” This-is one ‘more ‘example
of how Christians -baptize the language and ideas of secu-

lar humanism.
Is a ‘murderer- an equally “free moral agent”? Th|s :
church’s. deacons. implicitly say so. Is “free moral agency”

under God a license from God to escape the God-ordained
civil sanction’of public execution for murder (Gen. 9:5)? The

us. Supreme court haséliminated this sanction, or any -
sanction, and this diaconate has now baptized the Court’s -
decision.’ They ‘are saying, in principle, that the U.S. Su--
premeCourt is the highest court in. America; God's Su-‘
‘preme Court gains jurisdiction only after we die.

Was Pharaoh’s court the highest court in"Egypt?
I'would also ask this: Is:it lawful for Christians in Com-
It hina to< re3|st thelr crv' aglstrates today, since

these deacons say that'it is immoral for Westerri Christians

to smuggle Bibles into' Red China, as well as tracts show-

ing the Chinese ways to resist this evil compulsory abortion
law? . . : g

_-Are Christians so downright blind today that. they.can-
not see what will come next-if Roe v. Wade isn’t over-
turned? Wil the civil magistrates have to drag our:wives

and daughters to the compulsory-abortion mills before these ' ’

shepherds figure out that Roe v. Wade is in. fact only stage

. one in"the ‘humanists’ program of:legalized éuthanasia? In
Holland, ‘mercy killings have now been legalized; first abor- -
tion-was legalized, then the murder of the aged But these
* shepherds still have not caught on.

In 1925, the humanists said that all they wanted to do

'wasto get Darwinian evolution taught in the public'schools
~alorigside: the .creation story. “That's ali we’re asking. We
- promise. Trust us!” Christians did, t00. Surprise!

Bait and Switch

Armed resistance by Christians is illegitimate except
when-a lesser magistrate authorizes it. By what authority
do: these antr-abortron interposers-operate?

Two dufferent issues are being raised. The first is armed
interposition.. The second is. non-vnolent |nterposrt|on The

erately to' mix separate legal categories.

If the physical interposers who_block the doorway of an -

abortion clinic‘remain peaceful, they are not ‘required by

when ‘they “éntered "the Temple ‘and synagogues and
preached what the Jewish priests and Roman rulers had

forbidden? Obviously not. They necessanly broke rebellious -
man’s unrighteous laws when they obeyed God'’s law. They‘
- suffered the subsequent beatings, butthey continued to dis-
obey the unrighteous laws. They had been instructed by -
- Jesus Christ to.remain in Jerusalem (Acts 1:4). Jerusalem -
~'was 1o be given one more generatlon to repent, ‘and the °
apostles were not dissuaded from this assignment. ft-over- . "

rode all questions of state-authorized preaching.

I am not talking about armed resistance with lethal weap-"

ons. The “armed resistance” 1 am talking:about here is put-

“ting yourarms over. your hea/d while ‘an abortion-protecting

‘the Afirst Child? “Wotitd e

( '“.>_ |

‘God 10-seek authorization by any. ‘civil maglstrate Did the: .-
- apostles seek the authorization of the. * ‘lesser: magrstrate




"~ not corme to this corclu

Lo there so great, who hath God so nigh unto them, as the

_policeman is beating you with a club.

What | am arguing here is that critics who mix the two
categories of interposition have a hidden-agenda: They did
sion on the basis of evidence in the

_ biblical texts. "

~ - Biblical Morality Is Not for Pagan Societies

" Proverbs 24:11 applies oh/y‘to rufers, and only-in Chris~ :

tian nations, not to individual Christians ‘in non-Christian

nations. - ' , S :
kaon‘sider the context of Proverbs 24:11. The setting is
that of a moral coward who refuses to help the defense-
\‘Iess. If thou faint in the day of adversity, thy strength is
small. .If thou forbear to deliver them that are drawn unto

.- death, and those that are ready to be slain: If thou' sayest,

Behold, we knew ‘it not; doth not he that pondereth - the
heart consider it? and he that keepeth thy soul, doth not
he know it? and shall not.he render to every manaccorg-
/ing to his works?” (Proverbs 24:10-12). :

. can well understand. why any Christian. who ‘re.a‘ds

these verses and who knows what is going on behind the

ens

al

shame. | know | do. But at least | am not offering
of intellectual defense of my

own shameful inaction:

The proverbs are for life in the covenant community:

The Bible.is not a book-of moralisms that ¢can be applied

~everywhere and anytime in total disregard for their ., .

covenantal and redemptive context in Christ. These prov-

erbs do-not-work outside of Christ. Their primary concern
:./is the covenant (Christian) community. :

~ Well, then, what about the Proverbs' “secondary” con-
; [ (Dead
religion. Faith without works is dead.) o

cern? Don't they count for something? Dead silence.

The Queen of Sheba came to visit Solomon and was
impressed. “And:she gave the king an hundred and twenty"
talents of gold, and of spices very great store; and precious
stones: there came :no more such abundance of spices as
these-which the Queen of Sheba gave to king Solomon”
(I Kings 10:10). Why? Because of his wisdom. o
. What about ‘the evangelism ‘aspect. of Deuteronomy
4:5-87? : ) . :

Behold, .1 have taught-you statutes and Judgments,
even as the LORD my God commanded: me; that’ye
should'dos'o_in the land: whither ye go to posSesS it. .
Keep therefore and. do them; for this is your wisdom and -

your understanding.int

is a wise and understanding people. For what ‘nation’is

y, Surely this gre

LORD our:God is in all things that we call upon-him for?
And what nation is there so great, that hath statutes and
judgments ‘so righteous- as all this law, which | set before
‘you -this 'day? SRR -

The ,factl that biblical law applies to a biblical covenaﬁtal

" social context is precisely why- biblical law is applicable to

pagan societies. They, too; are required by God to cove-

nant with Him and restructure their institutions and laws ac-

cordingly. ; g

“What the critic who wrote these words about the‘i"nap.- B

plicability of the Book of Proverbs to. pagan societies is try-

|ing to do is to deflect our, eyes from the judicial authority

of the ‘whole Bible- over-all Christians, all mankind, .in all
settings, throughout all -of history. ‘This critic is an" anti-

“nhomian ‘who has concealed. his arguments in the lan-

guage of covenant theology.” ey
“To say that the Book of Proverbs.is only applicable in

a. so-called “covenantal context’ of a covenantally . re-

- manistic antinomianism wrapped in covenantal swad-

- in the words ‘of Proverbs:

“walls of your-local' church, or-handi

for the word “abortion.”

-~ child pornography
“rebellion -against

“ment, which-will ¢

lic acts. This is all that

- one? “Don’t bother to pass
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deemed civilization is another way: of saying that the Book
of Proverbs has been judicially irrelevant throughout most -
of history and in almost all areas on earth. When has such =
a covenantal- context-existed in history? Not very often.
Does this:mean that the entire Book: of Proverbs :has no -
legal standing in God's eyes until a society becomes:for=- -

- mally covenanted to God? That it should have no legal-
standing in Christians’ eyes before their society becomes
formally covenanted to God? This is exactly what the critic -

~-is saying. L i e

Let us recognize this argument for what it is: the stan
dard liberal theological line. Baptized, of course. It is the

- Bible-thumping  fundamentalist's version of the “old  liberal
pitch: “The laws of the primitive Hebrews were: applicable -
only in the context of an agricultural community; etc, etc.”

- Christians have been hit with this moral relativism for ove
a hundred years. This is what such an interpretatio of the
Bible is: moral relativism, pure and simple: Thi ‘is hu-

dling clothes. This is the language of a person who has;
4:10, fainted in the day of ad-
\Nh trength-is-small. =

- Enforcing Righteous Law Is Irrelevant

Before abortion will stop, hearts must be changed
from rebellion against God to love for God through faith
in-Christ. .. . Our ultimate goal is not a_constitutional

- amendment, which ‘will change nothing..-

~Really? Then why did no nation tegalize abortion unti
after World War 11? Were they all Christian nations before

World War 1?2~~~ S Sl e
If wa have to wait until almost all people in the U.S. are
~converted to saving faith in Jesus Christ before ‘we can stof
abortion in America, then only the postmillennialist ¢
any confidence that-legalized abortion will ever be s
and only then-during the millennium. Everyone els
give up the fight, this sheepfold theologian is te
There. is no_earthly hope.: Abortion:will ot be:stoppe
side of the millennium. =7 e
- This is just-one more excuse for sittin safely

toppe

of Rights-protected sidewalk: It is
one of the flimsiest arguments ima
ing a Jaw changes nothing. -

Let us substitute the

sale of cocaine to ming

Christ. . ... Our uItf

-~ A constitutiofi
law changes n
laws surely chang
it within' & single
teaches “that civil la

1 will tell you what rig

does not save men’s-sot
public behavior. !

Those who tell us that law
up the old liberal line: “Yo
nography.  They won't chan




o BlBLtCAL ECONOMl

,f:rwont change“ 1147 how about thrs one:
~.-'no-good to pass: law .against- selling cocaine to children in
e exchange for hcmosexual favors That-won't change any-

*thing”
T Lawquy execute a dozen abortlonlst physicians, and it

“will-change plenty. Make:them legally liable to the point of
_;"o rson_l;bankruptcy if ‘their: operatlons ‘permanently “injure
~a-woman;-:and you wrll see Iots of -change. Very raprd
;f‘change’ :

he_rn to change their outward ‘ways. Nineveh was not con-
- verted to the God of the Bible by Jonah’s preaching. Nin-
eveh; the: capltal city of :Assyria, later invaded Israel and
carried the- Israelites away into pagan captivity. Nineveh re-
mained the capital of a covenant-breaking empire. But al-
~ most overnight, in response-to Jonah’s message, Nineveh
‘changed its ‘outward behavior, and in so doing, avoided the
promised - external judgment of God. that Jonah had: pre-
“ . dicted. (And- when the judgment did ‘not come, Jonah-was
', 'depressed )
Thrs is whatthe: anti-abortionist protesters are trying to

ish “instead.: Tarshish is so much less controversial.
rshlsh is 'so.much safer.
“Until you move ‘out to sea, and the storm starts.

s : “Living the Gospel” in Temporary Safety

f ; Only the preachmg and teaching and iving of the gos- »
Vpel of ‘Christ inthe power of the Holy Spirit is able to
awaken an apostate church repentance -and faith.

'Thrs 1s exacﬂy what the anti- abortron activists say. Liv-

 effectively that: may save judicially mnocent lives.
“deeply concerned” antinomian critic, living for
5l apparently means sitting safely in the sanctuary
ying prayers in pnvate And running for political of-
course.’

ere - are the imprecatory psalms .in. all. this? Where
0.are willing to stand before their congre-
rning, - praying -down the visible
d abortionists, named civil magis-
reme: Court: 1ust|ces who voted for
m-83 in their churches’ fitur-
safety first” critic of non-
t involved in weekly pick-

top-the abortions; not seek judi-
sively dominate a society, legis-

is° to use-injured mothers to put
-not begin to save the lives of the
ot give this nation sufficient time for
by political mobilization.

“It does -

Men do not need to. be converted to Chnst in order for -

oid” the ‘external; national judgment -of God. But - .
pre-whale -Jonahs-of our day are telling them to go to. - = -

the 7gospel of Chrlst ‘means doing what you can

'standmg ye give them not those things ‘which are needful

to the body; what doth it profit? Even so faith, if it hath not
works, is dead, being alone. Yea, a man may say, Thou
hast faith,-and | have works: shew me thy faith without thy
works, and 'l will shew thee my faith by my works™ (James

2:14- 18).
So, “It does no good to look for physical solutions, such -

things as demonstrations or planned civil rebellion. Preach-
ing is sufficient.” This is what 1 call spiritualizing away- the
Scriptures. This is a form of fundamentalist mysticism-(what
philosophers used to call neo-Platonism). It is a withdrawal

fromthe hard choices and dangerous commitments of life.

But most of all; it'is a denial of the Old Testament and the
Epistle of James. It is -a denial"of God’s real-world cove-
nant, yet all in the name of faithful service to God.

Speak Softly and Carry No Stick

- “Then; when Moses entered Egypt again, forty years:
- Jlater, he was armed only with the powerful word of Je-
" _hovah. And that was all he needed to liberate his people -
from ‘bondage.

e remember ‘something -about-a -rod:-that furned into.a . .

serpent and ate the serpents of Pharach’s magicians. 1 also
recall something about Moses.touching the Nile River with
this rod and turning the Nile to blood. There was something
about dust irto lice, too, and day.into darkness, and sev-
eral other unpleasant events.

Either the critic wants us-to remain content by speakmg
words of visible impotence — no lice, no frogs, no fiery hail
from heaven — or-else he wants us to wait for God to turn

_us-into “heap big medicine men.” It does not matter which,
just so long as we avoid trouble with-the civil magistrate.

What the non-violent interposers want us to do is to
pray, preach, hand out tracts, and biock doorways. The

critic forgets that we can pray with our eyes open. He for---

gets that we can pray while our heads- are being clubbeéd,
and while we are being-hauled off to the local jail. We: can
also pray when we insist'on a jury trial. We can pray while
we  are “writing checks = yes, even . non-tax-deductibie

~ “checks —to the hard-pressed families of those men who
. have been put in jail or prison for-their public testimony.

- But not the critic.: What he wants is prayer-in the soli-

tude of his prayer closet. There are no lawsuits in prayer

closets It.is nice and safe there. For now.

Let the Other Congregations Repent First
The -church must repent first, if America is to be

* saved from divine judgment and if. America is geing-t6. = -

stop killing: babies.

Of “course “the church”-must repent (When a-pastor—

says “the church,” he really means the church across the

. street that just persuaded. three families to leave his church
~and transfer their membership. A “dangerously ‘radical -
church” is the church across town whose stand against abor-

tion ‘recently persuaded. his church’s only tithing millionaire

_to. transfer.) - Judgment surely begins at the house of the

Lord. “For the time.is come that judgment must begin at
‘the house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the

- end be of them that obey not the gospel of God?” (I Peter

4:17).
Question: What is a tactic of non-violent, anti-abortion,
bodily. interposition, if not the first stage of the church’s re-

pentance? Must repentance forever be confined stnctly to

the heart? Must it be forever trapped inside. of the local
church’s four walls? Is it limited to favorable write-ups in
the society column of the local newspaper rather than criti-
cal editorials and front page: headlines? lsn't repentance sup-
posed to be a public turning away from sin? =~ -

And isn't tactically unnecessary cowardice in the face



of legalized murder a sin to be repented of-publicly?.
God’s-national .covenant works differently fromthe way

this. critic' thinks. If America is going to gain enough time:

to repent, Christians had better persuade the Supreme

- Court to reverse Roe v. Wade,. or Congress to remove the

Court's jurisdiction over abortion (for whichthere is Consti-

« tutional precedent: Ex parte-McCardle, 1868).

The Civil Magistrate Is Never To Be Resisted

It is‘'my ‘contention that when Jesus told His disr:iple
to put up_ his sword (Matthew 26:47-56), that He was: not

" simply forbidding the use of force or violence, but that

. He was telling him not to resist the civil magistrate at all!

r So much for this entire book and every Bible paseage -
-..cited.- So much for the apostles’ refusing to cease ‘preach-

ing. So much for the early church’s resistance to the Ro-
man-Empire. So much for the Protestant Reformation. ‘And

~ most-of all; so much for mllllons of murdered babtes yet to-

come.-And go.

The Sheriff Will Not Be Our. Frlend
Operatlon Rescue will make the sheriff the enemy of

', = %

~Gur-pro-lite efforts. He 18 not our enemy, unless “he. re-'
fuses to enforce the.law of God. :

Here is double- -speak “for Christians. Orwell named it
well. “Truth is Falsehood.” “Freedom'is Tyranny " “The Sher-
iff is. Our Friend-When He ‘Is Our Enemy.”

Foliow the logic of this endless-loop.cassette: “The sher-
iffs: of this land without exception-are refusing to enforce
the law of God- regardlng murder. They are - therefore our
enemies. But Operation  Rescue is the real culprit. Itis mak-
ing the. sheriffs our enemies. They- are not our enemies,
except when they refuse to enforce the law of God. The
sheriffs -of this land. ” Round and round- it goes. It is
designed to make Chnstlans dizzy. Christians who are dizzy
will sit tight, right where they are, culturally impotent. ..

Think back to Birmingham, Alabama. The year is:1963.
Blacks are marching in the streets to get their-Constitution-

““ally guaranteed rights enforced by law. They want to be

allowed to vote.
Do you remember the photograph that encapsulated

that historic confrontation? 1 do. It was photo of the police

dogs-of Birmingham being turned loose .on black protest-
ers. That one photograph torpedoed the  South’s ‘Bad: Old
Cause. Click.

But any use of the media to-promote the pro-life cause

is bad, we are told. It is unbiblical. “We must look for no-
ghortEcuts; no riew: stratégles or-tactice We“f;’mu ot allow:
“our resources and energies to be drained away by excutmgf

and dramatic methods to stop abortion.

And again: “Beware of being pressured by the empha—
sis that civil rebellion generates ‘media coverage’ and in-
creases social tension and upheaval so as to bring the abor-
tion question into the public awareness.” Furthermore, “that
is ‘Marxist and Hegelian tactics.”

To which | answer: Click. v

- The -name of the sheriff who ran the Birmingham op-

~eration will live in infamy, for his name was “media per-

fect”: Bull Connor.
Now, let us restructure our critic’s assertlon It is: 1963

in Alabama. We are assured by the pastor of Laodicea Cove- -
nant Church that “Public protests will make Sheriff Connor

the énemy of our civil 'r'ights'efforts He is not our enemy,
unless he refuses to enforce the law of God.” !

I get tired of hearing such nonsense, offered in the
name of covenant theology. So, let us turn to a decrdedly
non-covenant theologian; from the very same cnty as-our
" supposed experts on the covenant Atlanta:

- tor X cannot see that thls rs surely comlng Maybe be,' :

- him to stop ‘writing his self =justify
‘Constitution — letters ‘critical .of Op

TrersEn 'e"rétdsf ,

,_\7;‘ =

BtBLICAL EGONOMICS TODAY 7

We belleve that abortlan is wrong in‘cases. other than N
‘where the physrcal In‘e or mental well- bemg of the mother c

slightly. The: chlld is now: flve seconds ou
‘Ghange “abertion” 1o “1nfant10|de We- dlscover
through principle™ of biblical ethics: “We- believe: that infan-
-~ ticide is wrong‘in’ cases other than:where the physical hfe
or mental well- belng of the mother is at:stake.” -0 -
Now the ‘child is five years old. “We' believe: ;_at,_m_ur-’
dering young children is wrong in cases:other: where -
‘the physrcal life or mental well bemg of the mother is at
stake.” :
Now the former Chlld IS 80 years oId and mfrrm You

cial solvency of the: Medlcare program 'ls" tstak

he is not yet:70. :

——This man.prides.| hlmselto avng)een,a_whlte«
in the civil rights marches of th -early 1960’
right thing back then. His ‘adopted cause was just. But w.
the legal right of blacks to vote-in 1963 of. greater«
and eternal lmportance than the Iegat nght of: babtes to e
born today? . = !

I can almost hear Bull Connor now: “We - betreve th
racial- discrimination is wrong in" cases other; than wh'
Southern white supremacy. is ‘at- stake.”

A quarter century ago, Pastor X marched: rllegally in
streets in Alabama, braving-billy: clubs, all for- the sak
black voter registration. But now what? Now that he has
huge-church, white hair, and:a national: télevision mi
what is his moral stand? “I answer. that we are pr
~action. rather .than marchingin’ reaction.
programs. for unwed -mothers. . And we d
grounds not |llegally in the streets For thls we do
gize. : :

I am-not asklng h|m to apotogize 1-am-simy

_May-God-protect each of us
_of hoped-for respectability
‘their moral accomplices i
‘us-from ‘the ‘false: dilen
asked to choose betw

of legalized
gas. chambers
* -moral cowardi

We must Iet Go
: thrs matter of c1v17 le

Amen! What
teaches? And havin
the Word, and ‘not he:
(James 1:22):




»B’gsr__reA /'Ecor\ior\)ncs : 8

pnnt agarnst non-vrolent protesters

T j maybe they are merely opposed to
_' grllegal publrc confrontatron and not ]ust provrdlng self Justifr-

a lme of argum ntatron anythmg hke the arguments that |

.of the-pastor’s own commitment to the ‘anti-abortion cause

euben Lamb T
Safety Flrst Chrlstran Church

0ver the past year how many hours .
' 'sonally spend in anti-abortion picket
pregnant unwed mothers?

protests or programs'? '
ird; How many times during the |ast twelve:months
have you publlcl prayed an rmprecatory psalm orits
equwalent durlng your church’s morning worship service?
at -the ‘names: of the local abortionists and: civil
es whom' you named publicly in-these:prayers? -
h, have any members of your local congregation -
rtlons dunng your pastorate? If any, then of those
d 'ot pubhcly repent in front. of the congregatron

, thtnk they have the right to lead others

have covered.in this appendix, you'need to get-some:idea

apart? from the qUestron of crvrl drsobedlence You need to

..Inc., to bring: malpractice

palled at the intellectually lightweight and"Scripturally bank-

~ rupt sheepfold manifestos that | have seen so far. The ones -
- offered in‘the name of God’s covenant are the greatest em- -

barrassment to-me. Their arguments do not differ. signifi-

cantly from:the manifestos that have’ poured out of. “Funda- )

mentalists for Pro-Life, Sort Of pastors. I
The intellectual bankruptcy of some of the publlshed crltt-' =

cisms of Operatlon Rescue does not automatically legitimize

Operatlon Rescue. We should not be lured into the mistake

-of getting on a controversial bandwagon just because those

who say we should stay home are not intellectually or theo-

logically capable of defending their.negative position.

- 1-have discussed Operation Rescue as a real-world ex- -
ample of non-violent Christian resistance. | see nothlng
wrong with.what they have done, as-of late: 1988. | have -
serious reservations about where the ‘group ‘may be in‘a

~few years, or where'its radical spin-offs may be. But in:a

time of social, moral, political; and-medical turmoil, as the
1990’s will almost certainly. be, it is impossible to. be sure .
where any group will be. :
. What:we need from Operation Rescue is an official state- =
ment of tactical and strategic faith.;'We need a statement:

~that:under no circumstances will-Operation Reseue: ormany-mm««"f:’?*;

- of ‘its official representatives call for. armed resistance -to

~civil .authority without public support from a fesser magis-
trate. We need a statement that violence will not be.initi--

“ated by Operation Rescue: groups against the bodies of pri-

vate‘citizens, except for unarmed physical interposition: sepa-
‘rating murderous physicians from their clients and targeted
unborn victims. We need also- a ‘statement that the deliber--
ate destruction of the actual tools used by licensed murder-
ers’in their crimes will endanger only- the: property and not .
any person.

" Getting-arrested is a minimal commitment. Payrng afine :
is a minimal ommitment. Insisting on a jury trial and then .
going through with'it is a major commitment. Domg it again -
in another city ‘the next year is even more of a commit-
ment. We need people ‘who' will take this commitment.
-Tens of thousands of .them. When" Operation Rescue re-
cruits them, legalized abortion will stop in the United States:
W|th or without a postmillennial revival. :

It-is"not necessarily immoral or inherently cowardly to
refuse to.get involved in protests like these. People are told.
by God to count the costs. There may- be -more cost-

- effective ways of -dealing: with: abortion. For example, Char-
les Stanley’s First Baptist Church'in Atlanta is stupporting
a legal effort by the Atlanta’ organization, Famrly Concerns,
suits against abortion clir ics.. The

sheep’s: clothing:

eech at the be-

eling, it really flies.
t theology, | 'am ap-

ostile response, you

- churches and physicians working with Dr. Stantey and Fam- -
ily ‘Concerns;.Inc. are actively.seeking the names of abor-
tion clinic victims. This strategy Is\eic,e_l.lenLJLsuccessiuL//
it will raise malpractice insurance premiums to such a level i
Jthat the state-licensed ‘murderers will ‘have to go into full-
time healing in. order:to: make ‘a ‘decent living. | have do-
nated money to help support this worthy-effort.

- Nevertheless, if it is hot -abortion, it will be the Ilcensmg

~of Christian schools, or home ‘schools, or some:other intol-

erable evil: Christianity is- under attack. There 'is a'war on.
It is time for the ‘Reubenites to turn off their word proces-
.- sors, go-fishing with -Dan, and leave those of us in God’s.
“army to fight the-Amalekites without having to:pull Israellte
-arrows: out of our backs. :
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