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Inspiring the Next Generation of
Cyber Professionals

October 26, 2012 Yesterday, | attended the Women in International Security

10:51 am conference, hosted by the Center for Strategic and

International Studies, to discuss one of the most urgent and

important issues facing our nation—cybersecurity. In
particular, | spoke about how DHS is building a cyber-workforce comprised of highly
qualified, skilled, and innovative employees who reflect the diversity of our nation, and will
enable us to meet our mission today, and in the future.

At DHS, we’re working to develop the next generation of leaders in cybersecurity while
fostering an environment for talented staff to grow in this field. We are building strong
cybersecurity career paths within the Department, and in partnership with other
government agencies. We are also creating training and development opportunities to
retain our most talented employees and ensure their professional development. In
collaboration with the National Security Agency, we are strengthening the nation’s
educational infrastructure by supporting Centers of Academic Excellence across the
country.

In addition, we are extending the scope of cyber education beyond the federal workplace
through the National Initiative for Cybersecurity Education, involving students from
kindergarten through post-graduate school. And we sponsor the U.S. Cyber Challenge, a
program that works with academia and the private sector to identify and develop the best
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