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All of li~e-is  ethical, and all of the Bible ia @rnaatd  w-ifia concern

for ethics. Unlike the organization of an encyclopedia, our Bible waa not
written in such a way that it devotea separate aactiona exclusively to
various topics of interest. Hence the Bible does not contain one

separate, self-contained book or chapter that completely treata the
subject of ethics or moral conduct. To be sure, many chapters of tha

Bible (like Exodus 20 or Romana 13) and even some books of the Bible
(like Proverbs or James) have a great deal to say about ethical matters

and contain vary specific guidanca for the baliever’s life. Nevarthelaaa,

there will not be found a division of the Bible entitled something like
‘The Complete List of Duties and Obligations in the Christian Life.”

lnatead, we find a concern for ethics carrying through the whole word

of God, f mm cover to cover -- from craetion to consummation.

This is not really surprising. The entire Bible speaks of God, and we

read that the living and true God is holy, just, good, and perfect. Thaaa

are attributes of an ethical qharacter  and have moral implications for us.
The entire Bible speaks of the works of God, and we read that all of His

worka are performed in wisdom and rightaouaneaa -- again, ethical

qualities. The world which God has created, we read, reveals Godfa

moral requirements clearly and continuously. History, which God

governs by His sovereign decreer will manifest His glory, wisdom and

justice. The apax of creation and the kay figure in earthly history, man,
has been made the image of this holy God and has God’s law imbedded
in his heart. Man’s life and purpose take their dkaction  from God, and

every one of man’s actions and attitudes is called into the service of the

Creator -- motivated by love and faith, aimed at advancing God’s glory

and kingdom. Accordingly the entire Bible has a kind of ethical focus.

Moreover tha va~ narrative and theological plot of the Bibla is

governed by ethical concerns. From the outset we read that man has
fallen into sin -- by disobeying the moral standard of God; aa a

consequence man has come under the wrath and curse of God -- His

just response to rebellion againat His commands. Sin and curse are
prevailing characteristics, then, of fallen man’s environment, history,

and relationships. To radaem man, restore him to favor, and rectify his

wayward life in all areas, God promised and provided His own Son as a

fleaaiah or Savior. Christ lived a life of perfect obadienca  to qualify as
. ‘–”our aubatitute, and then died on the cross to Satis@ the justice of God

regarding our sin. As resurrected and ascended on high, Christ rules as

Lord over all, bringing all opposition into submission to His kingly reign.
He has aant the Spirit characterized by holiness into His followers, and

arn”ong  “other things tlie Hoty “Spirit brings ‘~the practice of
rightaouanaaa  in their lives. The church of Christ has bean mandated to

proclaim God’s good news, to advance Hia kingdom throughout the

world, to teach Christ’a diaciplaa  to observe everything He has

commanded, and to worship the Triune God in spirit and in troth. When

Christ returns at the consummation of human history He will coma aa

universal Judga, d~nsing  punishment and reward acctxding  to the

revealed standard of God’s word. On that day all men will be divided
into the basic categories of covenant-keepers and covanant-breakars;

then it will be clear that all of ona’a Iiia in every realm and relationship

has reflected his response to God’s revealed standards. Thoaa who
have lived in alienation from God, not recognizing their disobedience

and need of the Savior, will be eternally separated from His presence

and blessing; those who have embraced the Savior in faith and

submitted to Him as Lord will eternally enjoy His presence in the new

haevens and earth wharein rightaousnaa dwells.

It is easy to sea, then, that everything the Bible teaches from

Genesis to Revelation has an ethical quality about it and carries ethical
implications with it. There is no word from God which fails to tell us in

some way what we are to believe about Him and what duty He requires
of us. Paul put it in this way: “Every scripture is inspired by God and

profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in

righteousness, in orcrerthm-  the man of-t30d  may be perfect,
thoroughly furnished unto every good work” (2 Tim. 3:1647). If we

disregard any pottion of tha Bible we will -- to that extent -- fail to be

thoroughly furnished for every good work. If we ignore certain

requirements laid down by the Lord in the Bible our instruction in

rightaouanaaa will be incomplete. Paul aaya that avery single scripture is
profiible  for ethical Iiiing; avery versa gives us direction for how we

should live. The entire Bible is our ethical yardstick, for every bit of it ia

the word of the eternal, unchanging God; none of tha Bible offers

fallible or mistaken direction to us today. Not one of God’s stipulationa

is unjust, being too Ieniant or too harsh. And God doea not unjustly

have a doubla-atandard of morality, one standard of justice for some

and another standard of justice for othera. Every single dictate of God’s

word, then, is intended as moral instruction for us today if we would
demonstrate justice, holiness, and truth in our lives.

It is important to nota here that when Paul aaid that “avery

scripture is inspired by God and profitable” for holy living, the New

Testament was not as yet completed, gathered togethef, and existing



as a published collection of books. Paul’s direct referancs  was to the

well known Old Testament Scriptur-,  and indkactly  to the soon-to-

ba-completad  New Testament. By inspiration of the Holy Spirit, Paul

taught New Testamant believers that avery single Old Testament

writing was proftsble for their present instruction in righteousness, if

they were to be completely furnished for every good work required of

them by God. Not ona bR of the Old Testament has become ethically

irrelevant according to Paul. That is why we, as Christians, should

speak of our moral viewpoint, not merely as “New Testament Ethics,”
but as “Biblical Ethics.” The New Testament (2 ~m.  3:16-17)  requires

that we take the Old Testament as ethically normative for us today. Not

just selected portions of the Old Testament, mind you, but “evary

scripture.” Failure to honor the whole duty of man as revealed in the

Old Testament is nothing short of a failure to be completely equipped

for righteous living. It is to measure one’s ethical duty by a broken and
incomplete yardstick.

God expects us to submit to Hia every word, and not pick-and-
choose the ones which ara agreeable to our preconceived opiniona.
The Lord requires that we obey everything Ha has stipulated in the Old

and New Testaments -- that wa “liva by every word that proceeds from

the mouth of God” (Matt.  4:4).  Our Lord responded to the temptation
of Satan with those words, quoting the Old Tastamant passsga in

Deuteronomy 8:3 which bagan “All the commandment that I am

commanding you today you shall be careful to do” (81). Many
believers in Christ fail to imitsta  His attitude here, and they are quite

careless about observing every word of God’s command in the Bible.

Jpmes tells us that if a parson lives by and keeps every precept or

teaching of God’s law, and yet he or she disregards or violates it in one

single point, that person is actually guilty of disobeying the whole

(James 2:10). Therefore, we must take the whole Bible as our standard
of ethics, including every point of God’s Old Testament law. Not one
word which proceeds from God’s mouth can be invalidated and made

inoperative, even as the Lord declared with tha giving of Hia law:

“Whatever I command you, you shall be caraful to do; you shall not

add to nor take away from it” ( Deut.  12:32). The antira Bible is our

athical standard today, from cover to cover.

But doesn’t the coming of Jesus Christ change all that? Hasn’t tha

Old Testament law been eithqr csncellad or at least reduced in its
requirements? Many professing believers are misled in the dwaction of

these questions, deepita God’s clear requirement that nothing be

subtracted from His law, despite the straightforward teaching of Paul

and James that avwy Old Tsatamant scripture - avan every point of the
law --has a binding ethical authority in the Iiie of the New Testerrrr -

Christian. Perhaps the beet place to go in Scripture to be rid of _

theological inconsistency underlying a negative attitude toward the Old
Testament law is to the vary words of Jssus himsatf  on thii  subject,

Matthaw 517-19. Nothing could be clearer than that Christ hare danii

twice (for the sake of emphasis) that His coming has abrogated the Old

Testament law “Do not think that I came to abolii the law or the

prophats; I did not come to aboliih.” Again, nothing muld be clearer

than that not avan the least significant aspect of tha Old Testament law
will lose its valiii until the end of the worfd: “For truly I say to you,

until heaven and earth pass away, not the slightest Iattar  or stroke shall
pass away from the law.” And if there could remain any doubt in our

minds as to the meaning of the Lord’s teaching hare, He imrnadii

removes it by epplying His attitude toward the law to our bahsvkw

“Therefora wlmaver annuls one of tha least of these commandments

and teaches others so, shall be celled least in the kingdom of heaven.”

Christ’s coming did not abrogata anything in the Old Testament law, for

every single stroka of the law will abide until the passing away of thii

world; consequently, the follower of Christ is not to teach that even the
least Old Testament requirement has been invalidated by Christ and His

work. As the Psalmist declared, “Every one of Thy riihteous

ordinances is everlasting” (Ps. 119:l&3).

So then, all of life is ethical, and ethics requires a standard of right

and wrong. For the Christian that yardstick is found in the Bible -- tha

antire Bible, from beginning to end. The New Testament balii

repudiates the teaching of the law itself, of the Psalms, of James, Pt

and Jesus himself when the Old Testament commandments of God ar=

ignored or treated as a mere antiquated standard of justice end

righteousness. “Tha word of our God shall stand foravw”  (1ss. 4Ck8),

and the Old Testament law is part of every word from God’s mouth by

which we must live (Matt.  44).

(For further reading along these lines sea Theonomy  In Christian
Ethics. Craig Press, 1977, asp. chapter 2. The book may be ordered

from me for $10.50 at 1219 Pinaviaw  Drive, Clinton, MS ~

include check and address. )
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