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A CHRISTIAN ACTION PLAN FOR THE 1980s
Pat Robertson

October, 1979 marks the 50th anniversary of the Great
Depression of 1929—an event which did more to shape the
existing framework of U.S. government policy than any other
single event In recent history. Out of the Depression came a
powerful central government; an imperial presidency; the enor
mous political power of newspapers, radio, and later television;
an anti-business blas in the country; powerful unions; a compiexity
of federal regulations and agencies designed to control and, in
many ingtances, protect powerful vested interests; and, more im-
portantly, the belief in the economic policy of British scholar John
Maynard Keynes, to the end that govemment spending and gov-
emment “fine tuning” would guarantee perpetual prosperity.

. New Deal Keynesian policies did reverse the economic tragedy
of the Depression (with the help of World War li). But many now
feel that the “cure” of the '30s is the cause of the sickness of
the '70a. In fact, many knowledgeable observers are contending
that forces unleashed in the post-Depression days have so
weakened Western clvilization, and the United States in par-
ticular, that a radical change Is on the way. Somefeei that 1879
may be the watershed year for the Western nations as we now
know them.

5 CRITICAL PROBLEMS AMERICA MUST FACE NOW

As we enter the next decade, here are some of the inherited

problems which must be dealt with:

(1) Infiation.

Deficit spending by the federal government, which seemed so
appropriate in the Depression and later during World War il, has
seized us like a massive narcotic addiction. Presidents Johnson,
Nixon, Ford, and Carter could not resist the temptation of the

. “quick fix.” For 10 years the economy has been on the same
cycle: spending, election, monetary contraction, recession,
spending, election, etc. During this time the govemment has
printed vast sums of money, thus ensuring both economic tur-
moil and the consequent rise in prices. As a result the savings of
the thrifty have been cut In haif, many of the elderiy have been
beggared, and the Soclal Security system Is approaching
bankruptcy. Reckless borrowers gain and the cautious losse.
Public and private debt has risen into the trillions. Government
has grown so that the load of non-productive governmental In-
terference in the life of every citizen has become insupportable.

{2) Currency devaluation.

As a Depression measure, President Roosevelt took us off the
gold standard and made private ownership of gold illegal. Presi-
dent Nixon completed the action when he removed all monetary

backing to the dollar and let it fioat against all other currencies
of the world. When Nixon made his move in 1972, the price of goid
was $42 per ounce. in September, 1979, the world price of goid
topped $380 per ounce and undoubtedly it will go higher. It could
also be said that gold as a commodity has gone up in price in seven
years. itcould also be sald that the world now regards the U.S.
dollar as worth 1/9 of its 1972 value!

indeed, in 1979 the dollar is regarded as only about half as
valuable against the German mark, the Swiss franc, and the
Japanese yen as it was In 1972,

During the last century, the British pound sterling was the
reserve currency of the world. It was backed by gold, which was
in turn backed by a stable, prosperous empire. In the 1920s Britain
removed the backing from §ts currency. Consequently, one cause
of the U.S. Depression was wild speculation brought on by arti-
ficially low interest rates in this country, which our Federal Re-
serve Board permitted in order to protect the then-weak British
pound. When the pound fell as a reserve currency, it was every
natlonforitself. A wave of protective tariffs setin, tuming afinancial
crash into a woridwide disaster.

After World War II, the U.S. dollar became the reserve currency
of the world. The dollar was “as good as gold,” and became for
other nations a store of value. The policies of the Johnson,
Nixon, and Carter administrations have deliberately de-
stroyed the value of the dollar. Now, instead of currency con-
vertibility and free trade, it becomes again every nation for itself.
How do nations protect their dollar reserves, dump unwanted
dollars, protect their own currencies? Once again there is talk of
trade wars, tariffs, and other protectionist devices.

Further complicating international finance is the OPEC oil car-
tel. Oil is priced in terms of doliars. U.S. inflation causes the
dollar to drop in value. Whenever this happens, OPEC raises
the price of oll to compensate. This causes further infiation
and further dollar decline—then another round of a viclous
cycle from which we seem unable or unwilling to extricate our-
selves.

(3) Productivity.

The Depression caused market demand to plummet. Prices
crashed along with the stock market. Farm surpluses caused un-
told misery in America’s breadbasket. The New Deal answer was
to limit production and competition, kill the little pigs, take acreage
out of cultivation, then stimulate demand by massive govemment
spending. In the '30s, it worked.

Now in the '70s, a bewildering array of New Deal legisiation,
coupléd with the Great Soclety programs of Lyndon Johnson,
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coupled with rigld environmental regulations, has helped shrink
U.S. productivity to record lows.

More serious is the liquidation of our major industries en-
forced by inflation. Here is how it works. A business desires to
show profits to its lenders and stockholders. in order to do this,
it allows its capital plan to be depreciated at what it cost 10 or 15
years ago, rather than what it would cost now or in the future. If re-
placement value depreciation were used, many “profitable”
businesses would show substantial losses. Their book
“profits” are illusory, nevertheless the businesses pay taxes
and dividends on them.

Unfortunately, when replacement time comes, the avail-
able funds are va;‘iﬁ inadequate to buy modern equipment
and factories. So the business, as in the case of United States
Steel Corp., closes the old plants and shrinks its output.

Unless something is done very soon by government, big
business, and the financial community to recognize the re-
alities of inflation and to make provision for the enormous sums
required to modernize our heavy industry, in the 1980s we will
discover that our steel, machinery, and automotive industries
have shrunk to the point where they can no longer compete
home or overseas. -

As industries close, the government is forced into additional
inflationary spending to care for displaced workers. As productivity
drops and government spending accelerates, the pace of inflation
speeds up—which in tum further aggravates the plight of industry,
which causes a further increase in our trade deficit, causing the
dollar to decline again. Dollar decline means we pay more for im-
ported goods and thereby have more domestic inflation.

The cause-and-effect cycle of inflation and industry decline is
relatively easy to follow. It is also easy to understand why the
“new breed” of economic conservatives is stressing anti-
Keynesian policies of stimulating production and supply
while balancing the federal budget to cool the ruinously Inf-
flationary demand side of the economic equation.

(4) Government.

Until the Depression, the federal govemment operated largely
in keeping with the philosophy attributed to Thomas Jefferson:
“That government is best which govemns least.”

The anguish of the Depression changed all that. Emergency
legisiation proposed by President Roosevelt was railroaded
through Congress with scarcely a mummur of objection. The
Supreme Court objected on the grounds that the Constitution
never gave the federal goverment such power over individual
citizens, nor could Congress delegate so much of its authority to
the chief executive. X

How, for example, could the federal government under our
Constitution force a farmer in lowa to limit his planting of corn and
make him kil his little pigs? The Supreme Court struck down item
after item of New Deal legislation as unconstitutional. But in effect,

. Roosevelt said, either approve my laws and regulations, or ! will
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get Congress to expand the number of justices on the Court and
then | will “pack” it with people who will do what | want.

This was dictatorship—but Roosevelt had the votes in Cong-
gress, so the Court backed down. They suddenly discovered that
the little pigs in lowa were a factor in “interstate commerce.” Since
the federal government had constitutional authority to regulate
“commerce,” it could limit output of little pigs in lowa if if wanted to.
And it could, in decades to come, control how many channels were
on TV sets, who could eat in a restaurant, the working conditions
in every business, how many acres a farmer could plant, what
wages would be paid to whom. Once the dam was broken, it be-
came hard to conceive of many human endeavors outside of the
reach of the federal government.

In fact, under activist presidents, Courts and Congresses, the
Commerce Clause and the 14th Amendment have become the ve
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hicles whereby government and its regulations have become the
dominant factor in our society today. Federal spending amounts to
$2,445 this year for every man, woman, and child in the land, and
government debt amounts to $3,998 for each. The load on the
family of four will be $9,780 in federal spending this fiscal year,
and $15,992 in long-term debt, not including Social Security, Civil
Service, and other retirement obligations plus collateral guaran-
tees of federal agencies.

(5) Rise of Communism.

The Depression idled nearly one of every four workers in Amer-
ica. Businesses failed, banks collapsed, farmers and home owners
were evicted from their property, and the life savings of millions
vanished. Financial losses triggered the more serious loss of
human dignity and purpose. IT

With the misery came revelations of abuses and scandals,
stock manipulations by leading banks, blatant greed and corrup-
tion on the part of some of the most respected financial leaders
of the day, and massive deception by Wall Street and government
leaders.

Sensitive young intellectuals—men like Alger Hiss—became
convinced that our system was wrong. Longing for a utopian so- -
ciety to replace it, they became easy targets for the Communist
party and Communist fronts throughout the country.

Many of these men and women played a key policy role in
education, journalism, religion, labor, foundations, business, and
government. They forced a pro-Soviet tilt to U.S. government
policy during World War il and in the postwar years.

it Is fair to say that the United States created a world
favorable to the growth of the Soviet Union and world com-
munism. We gave them money, technology, and trade agree-
ments. We allowed them to subjugate Poland, Czechoslovakia,
Hungary, Rumania, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Albania, and Man-
churia. We permitted a divided Germany and a split Berlin. We es-
tablished a United Nations charter drafted by Alger Hiss, areputed -
Communist party member, which guaranteed the Soviets a veto in
the United Nations Security Council.

Our postwar intemational monetary policy was largely the
creation of Harry Dexter White, another reputed Communist
party member. And pro-Communist spies in both the United States
and Great Britain gave the Soviets access to virtually all of our
highly classified nuclear and defense secrets.

Before the Depression, the Bolsheviks were a slightly ludicrous
group of fanatics who held dictatorial power in a poverty-stricken
land that was still a part of the Middle Ages. Fifty years later, with
our help, they have subjugated one quarter of ail the people
on earth, and have amassed a war machine that is not equat
to but vastly superior to the military capability of the United
States and its NATO allies combined.

By 1981, the Soviet Union will have such undisputed domi-
nance over the United States that it will be able to move atwill
against any territory on earth.

This would never have been possible had it not been forthe
Depression-inspired flirtation with Marxism on the part of the
U.S. intellectual community—which, unfortunately, in some
quarters stlll continues to this day.

6 STEPS TO MORAL, POLITICAL, AND
ECONOMIC RECOVERY

As 1979 draws to a close, we are left with a 50-year legacy which
should cause alarm. Our domestic strength has been weakened
by government excesses and mismanagement; our capacity for
national sacrifice and resolute action may have been reduced
to a level of ineffectiveness; vital aw materials necssary to our
economic and military survival are in the hands of others; and
we are confronted by a powerful adversary with both the capa-
bility and the desire to destroy us.
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We urgently need two things. First, that God will hold our
external enemies at bay while confusing their counsels
against us. Second, we neesd a boid, dynamic pian based on
practical reality which will permit our nation to turn around and
begin the slow road to moral, political, and economic recovery.

A national strategy for the 80s must be formulated. Each in-
dividual needs a similar plan. Here are some suggestions intended
to stimulate thought.

(1) There must be a profound moral revival

in the land.

Not onlyincreased evangelism; not a glib confession of faith, but
a profound commitment to Jesus Christ and biblical Christl-
anity. There must be true repentance, fasting, prayer, and calling
upon Gad. The “people who are called by His name” need to be-
seech God with all humility on behalf of our nation and our worid. A
miracle is needed and we must ask for one.

(2) Those who love God must get invoived in the

election of strong leaders.

Men and women of good will across the land must join together
to ensure the election of strong leaders who are beholden to no
special interest group; who are pledged to reduce the size of gov
emment, eliminate federal deficits, free our productive capacity,
ensure sound currency; who are pledged to strong national de-
fense, and do not confuse peace with surrender; who recognize
the anti-Christ nature of Marxism and will refuse to permitinnocent
people to fall victim to Marxist tyranny; who support programs
which encourage godliness while resisting programs which result
in the triumph of humanism and atheism in our land.

More than anything we need leaders who are not afraid to
demand necessary sacrifices of our peopie in order to free us
from bondage—whether it comes from the OPEC cartel, from
crushing debt, from nuciear blackmail, or from the poverty and

- helplessness of a portion of our people.

To accomplish this takes work. Christians must register to
vote, work within parties, attend caucuses, mass meetings,
and conventions. They need to be Informed on issues and
know what each candidate stands for. They must be willing to
hold public office and, where appropriate, should prepare
for government service. They must be willing to write letters,
make telephone calls, lobby for legisiation, and pray for their
leaders. In short, they must be good citizens. In the Book of Prov-
erbs we read, “The diligent will bear rule, but the slothful will be put
to forced labor.” If Christians want to rule, they must be diligent.
There is no magic shortcut.

(3) In a moral sense, we must recognize our right to

preserve our precious religious heritage.

Supreme Court decisions are not holy writ. The damage to our
spiritual and moral heritage that has been brought on by the Su-
preme Court school prayer decisions is beyond calculation. Presi-

ent Roosevelt did not hesitate to use power to force the Su-
preme Court to acquiesce to New Deal legislation. Christians
should not hesitate to use the lawful power at their disposal to
secure reversal of onerous Supreme Court declisions.

(4) Christlans must take action Iin education.

The courts and ill-advised federal regulations have often made
a mockery of education. Eliminating prayer removed moral re-
straints; busing tends to remove neighborhood restraints. Many
schools have become undisciplined jungles.

Textbooks used in public schools often tend to destroy long-
established moral values. Parents have every right to insist on
quality moral education for their children. They shouid fight
for itin public schools, and if good public education is denied
them, they must do everything possible to establish an ai-
ternative private system of education where Christian values
can be taught.

(5) Christians must become aware of the awesome power

of the media to moid our moral and political consensus.

Christians need to do everything in their power to get in-
voived In media (radio, television, newspapers, magazines).
Where possible, Christians should seek to establish or pur-
chase newspapers, magazines, radio stations, and television
stations.

Christians should learn motion picture techniques, pro-
duce drama, write music, publish books—anything to pro-
duce a climate of righteousness and godliness. They must
dispel the sense of nihilism and lack of meaning that is so evident
in much that passes for art these days.

(6) Christians should seek positions of ieadership in major

corporations and benevolent foundations.

It has been said that money is the “mother's milk® of politics.
it also is the essential nourishment of education, entrance into
media, the arts, and wide-scale evangelism. Christians shouid
learn the ways of finance: stocks, bonds, banking, com-
modities, real estate, taxes. More than anything, they should
learn and apply the principles of God’s kingdom dealing with
the acquisition and use of weaith. When they have accumulated
material resources, they should recognize the enormous good
they can accomplish with that wealth in unity with other members
of the body of Christ throughout the worid.

THE KEYS TO SUCCESS: FAITH AND DILIGENCE

The Communists, who espouse a faise religion, after only 60
years dominate the world. The reason is simple—they were dedi-
cated to their cause and they worked at it. Except for our Lord's
return, we cannot expect our nation or our world to be freed from
tyranny in one year or even 10 years. But if we are faithful and
diligent, with His blessing, it will be done.

“The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our
Lord, and of His Christ; and He shalil reign for ever and ever.”

(Rev. 11:15)

(Reprinted by permission from the Fall, 1979 special issue of Pat
Robertson’s Perspective, published by the Christian Broadcasting Net-
work, Virginia Beach, VA 23463, which owns the copyright.)
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AN ECONOMIC COMMENTARY ON THE BIBLE

/

No. 2. The Cultural Mandate
“And God said, Let us make man in our image,
after our likeness: and let them have dominion
over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the
air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth,
and over every,creeping thing that creepeth

upon the earth” (Gen. 1:28).

Inescapably, the first chapter of Genesis involves
us in the doctrine of the sovereignty of God. God, as
the creator of all things, must be honored by the
entire creation as Lord over all (Isaiah 45:23; Phil-
ippians 2:10). But honoring God as creator obviously
requires a full acknowledgment of His law-order.
Should any Christian deny his responsibility and
position in God’s plan of creation and history, he
stands as a rebel.

There are at least three fundamental economic
issues contained in Gen. 1:28: the calling, the ques-
tion of natural law, and the concept of development.

The Calling: Adam was given tasks to perform in
the garden even before Eve was provided as his
helper (2:15,19,20). Man is therefore not to be de-
fined apart from his calling before God. Even as God
“labored” to create the universe, and “rested” the
seventh day (obviously, He was not exhausted), so
is man, as God’s image-bearer, to labor and to rest.
God, as self-contained and self-defined, can be defined
apart from His creation, but man, as a created being
who must serve God in all his affairs, is not self-
existent and self-defined. Man is God’s vice-regent
on earth, a subordinate official, a worker who is to
implement God’s sovereign rule on earth and in time.
Labor is not something added to man as an after-
thought ; only the curse on labor, as a result of man’s
rebellion, is a new factor (3:17-19).

Natural Law: Present-day ecological romantics,
like Rousseau and nineteenth-century Romantics be-
fore them, long for a world which is free from the
effects of man the destroyer. In this they are agreed
with Christians, for we assert that the whole creation
groans to be delivered from “the bondage of corrup-
tion” (Romans 8:21). But Christians “are saved by
hope” (Romans 8:24), a hope in God’s redemption,
not in hope of some return to a “natural” paradise.
Man is indeed a destroyer, an gthical rebel who seeks
release from God’s created law-order. But “man the
destroyer” is not the result of “man the controller”;
he is the product of “man the ethical rebel.” It is not
man’s dominion over the earth that is illegitimate,
but rather man’s attempt to dominate the earth apart
from God’s control over man. Yet the only foundation
of man’s claim of limited, derivative sovereignty is
an acknowledgment of God’s ultimate sovereignty.
Captains who rebel against generals can expect their
corporals to be insubordinate. Qur polluted world is
rebelling against our lawless, rebellious rulership,
not against rulership as such.

by Gary North, Ph.D.

The assumption of the ecological romantics is that
nature is guided by its own autonomous laws., Man
must conform to these hypothetically impersonal laws
of nature. Man is therefore to be under nature, dom-
inated by nature, the servant of nature. Nature —
the creation — is sovereign in this scheme, not God’s
decree, a decree which involves personal responsibil-
ity of men before God to rule over His creation. This
is why the call for a “return to the laws of nature”
is ultimately secular and satanic. It is a denial of
man’s legitimate subordinate sovereignty and hence
a denial of God’s legitimate absolute sovereignty.

Development: The language of growth is an ob-
scenity inside many ecological circles. If growth is
seen as unlimited and costless, t is illegitimate, since
the creation was clearly limited even before the fall
of man. But this is not to argue that nature is static
or was ever meant to be static. Nature as it existed
on the fifth day of creation was incomplete; it was
“good” as far as it went, but God was yet to add His
vice-regent, man, to the order of creation. God
created man to subdue nature, develop its full poten-
tialities, bring forth its fruits more abundantly.
Adam was to dress the garden and name (classify)
the animals. Such classification was no antiquarian
exercise; it was presumably the first step in his over-
all task of dominion. Selective pruning of the garden
and careful selective breeding of the animals were
involved. Man is to be an ecologist, but one enforcing
God’s laws over nature, some of them revealed by
God to men by special revelation (such as resting
the land every seventh year).

The language of the status quo in nature is ridicu-
lous. Neither man nor nature can escape God’s his-
torical decree. History is linear, not circular. The
so-called “balance of nature” is not one of eternal
repetition, but of development and change. The prun-
ing, calculating dresser of the garden is basic to
God’s decree. Man is to direct the development of
nature, not sit idly on the sidelines, letting it de-
generate. Nature is not autonomous ; without man it
is incomplete. To deny development under man’s rule
is to affirm the laws of impersonal, autonomous evo-
lution, the rule of “tooth and claw.”

Ultimately, it is never a question of development
or no development. It is a question of which kind of
development. There is no escape from linear history.
Either we affirm the cultural mandate, with godly
men directing the creation as obedient servants of
God, or else a hypothetically autonomous, godless
nature controls man’s development, thereby thwart-
ing the historical decrees of God. Deny the cultural
mandate and you will find yourself clinging to the
cosmology of Charles Darwin.

All contents copyright by Chalcedon. Permission to
reprint granted where credit is given.
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