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How Relevant Is Christianity?
Consider the followlng questions.
Fl[st, ]f e~ery U.S. Congressman and every U.S. Senator

were converted to saving faith in Jesus Christ tomorrow”,
would  it be possible to observe a change in their voting
records the day after tomorrow? If a researcher were looking
for such changes, which klnris of issues would  he examine
t~rs[ [0 measure l)lls h)’pothetlcal  mass con~ersion? If no
changes  \verc perceived lmmedlately, how long (If ever)
~vould  It t~ke to see these “new men” vo!e differently’?

Second. lf every businessman sitnrrg  on the boards of
every comuany  hsted on the New York Stock Exchange were
converted  tomorrow,  tvould  It be posslblc  to see thlj reflected

1 the qwrrterly  reports, ealnings statements, or corporate
pollcles by the end of the next quarterq  W’hat kinds of
changes would we look for? How lon:woulJ  It take, beyond
a quarter, to produce such changes If three months \vere
Insufflclent”

Tlurd, If every labor union executive were converted to-
Inorrow, WOUIJ it be possible to measure the change in
perspective In [heir  pollcy  statements and organizing prac-
tices?

Fourth, lf every professor in the nation’s colleges and
uni~’ersltles  were converted tomorrow, would we perceive
chmtges 10 the content of the courses they teach? How long
would it take” What alterations could we legitimately expect?
Would they  Irnmedlately  drop every textbook presently m
use?

These questions should Illustrate  a whole serres of rheo-
lo.glcal ~nd practical problems faced by contemporary Chris-
tians. A constant refrain heard among  Christian groups 1s that
“the Bible has answers to every problem. ” Yet lt should be
obv~ous tha[ practically  nobody M trying to find answers to
modern SOCM1 and intellectual problems in terms of bibhcal
revelation. On the contrary, the majority of Cbrlstlans  spend
countless hours wmrrgtng their hands and wading about the
awful mess the whole world is m, how nothing can be done to
re~’erse the drift mto chaos, and how our only hope is the
?wmcdia~e  return of Jesus Christ to set up an earthly kingdom

~n in lerms of Hrs omniscience and omnipotence—a world in
which we m Christians, will not be burdened with the respon-
s] bihty of m~kmg policy, but at most, enforcing po]]cy,  with
Jesus’ ommpotence backing up our enforcement. Modern
Clmstlans  would prefer to be little more than local constables

in the risk-free kingdoin  of God on earth, walking the rounds,
saying hello to the neighbors, and filing reports to the real
authorities far up the chain of command.

Does the Bible Really Have Answers?

Is lt sensible to clalm that the Bible is relevant for e~ery
mm’s  life. for every man’s crisis, lf we are unable to find
specific ansivers,  or str~tegies fur problem solving, wrhen  \ve
search the Scrip turesq If [he Bible is essentially a book dedlng
\vlth the heart of man —“heat-t” narrotvly defined—r~ther
than the day-to-day aifairs of ever>- man’s life, then \vhat can
possibly be meant by the phrase, “the Ihble has .amswers for
every problem”? If Christian principles are supposed to be
applied by every Christian. since every Christian must work
out his own salv~tlon [the salvation that IS hrs] with fear and
tremblmg  (Phil. 2. 12b),  then the Bible should be the starting
point and the final earthly court of appeal m the decis-
ion-making process. But is it? hlrsre  accurately, do twen-
tieth-century Christians treat it as such?

If we look at the way Chrls[lan politicians vote, it IS
unlikely that the Christians and non-Christians could be
sorted out by means of a computer print-out of their voting
records. It is unlikely that even their speeches on the floor of
Congress would reveal their ultimate commitment. They may
give a few speeches to the local YhiCA or a Christian busi-
nessmen’s orgamzation, but there wdl be few specifics. The
concept that the Bible prowdes basic principles that should
govern the vote on. say. the flrnl pro.mam,  or SocId Security,
or national defense policy N not sh~red by many people in the
pews. and fewer still in the Seminary classrooms of America.
Least of all is It shared by Chnstm legislators.

Businessmen may claim to bc Christians. and presumably
no Christian businessman is involved in oper~ting prosti-
tution rings or pornography publishing houses. but beyond
these rnimmal  (and obvious) entrepreneurial imitations, how
could we successfully locate a Christian businessman m terms
of his occupational s[andards, his company’s declslon-making
activities, or the firm’s economic goals? In fact. is there any
agreement among those of us who would even begin the
search for such recognizable standards, let alone the
profit-seeking businessmen in our churches?

Would the labor union leader recognize the nature of



compii!sory  unlonlsrn  and Its economic effects? Could he
stand up aga]ns[ his union’s membership, any  more than the
Cimstlan bmlrressman could st:iod up against voting share-
holder-s  01 the dcmanrls of the free m~rket to make rnaximurn
prot>ts? Could such men sur~lve  in the real world, me:tning
the pohcy-malang  world of personal leadership and full
responslbil]ty?

As for unwerwty instrluctors,how  many of them Wrould
leave the state-supported unlverslty, w’lth itslegallzecfsmu-
Iarlsm,  or drop the secularized textbooks for thclr (~wn
mimeographed materials’? Would they be able to Lc:ich m
secul~r!zed college settmgswlthout  brc:iklngtllelatv?i~~~uld
they even acknowledge Lhat their own ac~de[mlc dlsclphnrw
s!lou]d be governed by Chnsmm presuppositions’ ~~odd
theysec  that m some cases, even the content  oithursclence
should be governed by blbllcal revelation? It is most ~inllkely.
There are hm!ly  a dozen explicitly Christian textbooks at
any level in all fields. There is no market for them, few
publlsliers  f@i ih~IR, wld no acce~rmlcc  .l!iloll~ fii@c In Ih:

c13ssroom who profess Christian faith.
What shall we say? That the Bible really doesn’t have

answers? IS it not rather that our leaders, including the
Christians in positions of authority, hare abm[!oned  the idea
of  the r e l evance  o f  Chrlstlan fai[h  ourslde  o f  m e r e
soul. savrng? Have tllcyllot  il~fact accepted firadlcalduallsm,
a raJiCOl neu[rdis]n,  in t!le arenas of hfe? H3ve  they not
abdlc~rcd  thelrresponslbi! ltytowolkou[  :llelr{]l~’r~s~l~~tlon
~v]tll fc,+I and trernb!lng” Ilave they not tneil to Imllt  Chrls-
Ilmiilyto rhescida!one’?

1 [,JJV narr~~~,  IS the human sou]’) Do we think of []]e soul as
sm~ply some dlsembod}eti splnt tilat is iloa[lng a r o u n d
behind our eyes. \vaitrrlg toreceive  ltshome  lnheaven?  Isit
completely r!isconnecld from flesh’? Are bvdl :ind soul two
rad~cally dlfl’erent  substances, lust as the Greeks. :nostlcs,
3nd  il)yStlCS  of both Easl and West have altvays malnt:iined)
fJIJI lf body and soul are one, lfheaven  and hei] are really
tcmp.)r3r}-  resllny places. If [he rcsurrecllon 1s t o  reumle
body ands(Jui  forljo[tl  tile Just andtl~e lost.lf Cl~rlstlons  are
i~eaded for tile new heavens andnewe~r[h  (rather than the
lahe of fire) .andlfrne  nareresponslbl eforeverywordand
deed t!~3t they perform. (I Cor.3),  [hen how dare we regard
the soul or heart as’a  dlsemboclled  spirit? How can we
continue to view the heart as some sort of irresponsible vapor
that IS not responsible for the actions of the body? Ilow can
we contlnual]y  narrow  the sphere of Christianity’s relevance
m if s;.l~atlon from the world did not require sanc[lflca[lon  in
the world’? fIow can Chrl\tians continue to tlunh of re.spon-
slblhty as somehow without standards’~  }Iow can we v. ork out
our sal~-~tion  with fear and rrembllng if we do not ackliow-
Iedge the emtence of e[ernal,  revealed st:indards OF right-
eousness- 24-hour-a-day rlghteouslless-rhat  serve as ethlca]
bencllrnark>  for our dady acuwties ?

The Concept of Personal Responsibility

The doctrine of creation implies m3ny  things. but at the
vev least, lt teaches cosmic personalism.  OUTS is a universe of

law, a universe of standards  ;(jod  created  lt. and He said lt w-as -
good.  It reflec[s  HIS  handiwork, revealing His exist entie even
10 the rebellious (Rem.1 18-23).  ~4’e are responsible before
GoLJ, bill thl$ responsrbdity  is mrensely historical .  Chns-
tlanlty is the pre-eminent  rell.uon of Ili>lory.  it asserts the
e~ernal i,mpllcatlm-rs of each rnim’s llle and fictions  (1 Cor. 3).
Thus,  Chns[ianl!y  is not ethemrl.  Responslbiliry  IS concrere
\len dre responsible for their act]ons  in tmle and on earth.

llle t+urk of lhe law Is wmtten  m the he<lrt of every mmt
(Rem.2:  11-1 6). TJ:e law itself ls wntterr in the heart ofeve~
Chnsrlan (Heb. 8:8-10). This is why each man can be hell
responsible for 111s  actions. He N responsible to God in terms
of God’s I,iw.  Tl]ercfore.  it IS the law ~vhlch stands above us,
both saved and lost, condemmng  some (Rem. 5) and serwrrg
is the found3tlon  of prospcrlry  for others (Deut. 8’). It isnot
3bstract  lCSp?~iibillty, but zither  fu]ly per!ona!  rcspun-

sibdity lhat we face: true persons (men) facing true persons
(the Godhead) In terms of a Ia\v-order  wblch reflects God’s
hohoess and is in conformity to man’s needs, since man is
nurde in the lm~ge of God.

There are no gaps in God’s I:Iw, for there are no gaps in our
dady responsibility. We do no! ha~e s3tety zones of rlhical
neutlmhly  that serve as a soit of “kin.g’s x“ m J ~dme of
cosnuc  t:ig. The [!-, cologj’ of “km.g’$ x“ is dei~ionlc.lt a>sert+.
as Saton 31Yu?LI  \vlth Evt Illat God”s law’ cm be tested. rlut
Ill\ olnnlpotence  tan be tested. that man s~mld injudglnelli
over God’s  law-order. and That in the day tilat \ve ate of [he
tret  of knotvle<igc,  maybe we didn’t  really dle KIaybe God’s
13w rc311y  u 3s never comprehensive.  hlayhe we can hve for-
ever  in a neutral  w{}rld ot o u r  oum crcarl on. do:n:  what
pleases us In rerrns ofm3n’s  relative standards.

In contrast to [his stands the testimony of God throu$
HIS ~vor-d. lie tells us that \ve are rcsponslble, [Ilat we carrnot
rernaln Chnstlans  and r~more the reqillrernents  of applled
Chrlstlm!t>. W e  are no[  dlsembodlcd splrrts  flcarlng m a

trmele$s u orld. We are re~l persons ~vho l~ve m a real world
u“i]lch ilas meanm~ m terms of the plan of God fc)l- history.
Our tal[ll is not lrrelev~nt mystlclsrn. It 113~ Impllcatlons  for
the way we live m our dally occrrpa[lons. It has st3ndar-ds.
Therefore, we must build m rerm$ of His srandards. or else we
capitulate to %tan.

It IS time to beyn bulldlrrg

G3ry North
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