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TESTIMONIES OF TWO WITNESSES
by James B. Jordan

Deuteronomy 17:6 talk us that a matter is to be re- years. The bookof  Kin9stelk us that after God9ave Re-

chronology is that it is very often supported by more than
one witness. A case in point is the fact that th book of
Kinga provides us an intedwking chronology of two different
kingdoms: the southern kingdom of Judah and the northern
kingdom oflsraef.ln  addii, the bookof  Chronidee,  asepa-
rate book with a dflerent theological dent, also provides us
a chronology of Judah. Nowhere eke in the ancient worfd
is such a detailed and carefully cross-referenced chronology
to be found.

Moreover, the chronology of the kings of Judah and
Israel is not found in a mere list, like the Assyrian king list
upon which so much k based nowadays. Rather, the
reigns of each king are summarized and signif icent events

u are recorded. Thus, we are given not only an interfocldng
chronology but a history to boot.

The fact that the Bible contains such a chronology and
history for the period of the kings proves that chronology
and history were very important to the Israelites, especially
to those who kept records. No other nation in the ancient
vmrfd shows anywhere near es much concern for historicef
accuracy or for chronological exactitude.

We have already discussed (in vol. 3, no. 9) the dHfer-
ence between the ways the years of Judah’s and Israel’s
kings are recorded. In general, the reigns of Judah’s kings

federacy. Then Kings says that Judah (the southern king-
dom) provoked the Lord with idolatry, and the Lord brought
in Sh~, king of Egypt, to punish them.

Chronldes gtves us a different efant  on these events.
2 Chronicles 11 telfa us that after provoking the northern
secession, Rehoboam began listening tothaprophatsand
obeyed the Lord for three wm. during which he pros-
pered. 2 Chronicles 12:1, however, teffs us that after he
became strong, Rehoboam forsook the law of the Lord,
and this is what provoked Him to send HIs unwitting ser-
vant Shishak against Judah.

Abijam succeeded Rehoboam. HS first off iciafly desig-
nated year of rule was the 16th of Jeroboam, the year
3047 A.M. (1 Kings 15:1-2;  2 Chronicles 1322). ICmgs teffs
us that there was war between him and Jeroboem. Evi-
dentfy Jeroboam I decided that wfth Reh@oam  dead and
a novice on the throne, it was time for him to strfke. Kings
only tells us that there was war, but 2 Chronfdee 13 gives
an account of it. Afeo, Kings telk us that Abijam dd not
devote himaeff to the Lord but walked in his father’s sins.
Chronicles teffs  us that the sin involved polygamy, some-
thing expreesfy fotildden to kings (2 Chronicles 13:21; Deu-
teronomy 17:17).

are dven in c~rwunbrxrm ~ thaw cs a d dn- The Ra’@nof Aq!g ~_
G Succeded AMiarn in the south. He came to mxverup the years and come up with the total. By way of contrast,

the reigns of Israel’s k~s are given in histdcal numbers,
so that the last year of a given king is also the first year of
his successor. (If you don’t have this issue of Biblical
Chmno/ogy, back issues can be ordered from ICE.)

Rehoboam and Jeroboam  1 both began to reign the
year after Sofornon’s death. That is, Rehoboam’s official
Year 1 is the year after Sofornon’s  off iclal Year 40. Since
Jeroboam I did not revoft until shortly after Rehoboam
came to power, his Year 1 is the same as Rehoboam’s.
This was the year 3030 A. M., 30 years after the comple-
tion of the Temple in the year 3000.

According to 1 Kings 14:20, Jeroboam  I reigned 22
years, and his son Nadab succeeded him. God gave
Jeroboam the kingdom of (northern) Israel, but Jeroboam
immediately rejected the Lord. He set up calves and tokf
the people that these images represented Yahweh, their
God. This use of images in worehip is strictly forbidden
by the second commandment, which goes on to say that
those who break it wfll be shown God’s wrath down to the

in the 20th year of J&boarn,  after Abijam had &igned
three offidaf years. Thus, as we demonstrated in BC 3:9
(which includes a chart of thii period), the 20th year of
Jeroboam was officially Asa’s Year O. Asa’s Year 1
(Jeroboem’s 21st) was the year 3050 A.M.

The firetthhgwea  retofdabo utAaainboth  Kingaand
Chronicles is that he dd @ht in God’s sight, and thus was
bkssed. The brfef account of Ass’s reign in 1 Kings 15 is
supplemented by the larger account in 2 Chronicles 14-16.

Meenwhife, Jeroboam I died in his own 22nd year of
rule, and was swxeaded by his son Nadab, who reigned
only 2 years. He @an his reign in Aea’s Year 2 (1 Kings
15:25),  and was succeeded by Baaeha in Aea’s  Year 3 (1
Kings 15:26). Baaeha ovetthrew the dynasty of Jeroboam
Iandbegan  hisown, buthedd not repent of the sinof
iconofatfy,  and so his line was atso extinguished by the
Lord.

In Aea’s Year 26, Elah the son of Beaaha  came to the
throne and reigned over Israel for two ~ (1 Kings 16@.



Tibni, andthetwo  h3Ugfltltou tforftvem. m i n
Aaa Year31, Tibnidiedand Omribecarne aote.~. Omd
_ 12 ye= in df, dyh’tg in Aaa Year 38, in which
year his eon Ahab came to the throne (1 Kings 16).

It is interesting to pause and reflect on a Uwoto@d
image that comes to us from these hots. Aaa, * good
king, reigned in Jeruaafem while a succession of wioked
kings came and went in Israel. Aea’s reign overlapped
those of Jemboam 1, Nadab,  Baaaha, Elah, Zimri, Omd,
and Ahab. Canweaee  inthiaavaguetypa  of thendaof
King Jesue, whoaerdgngoes  on and onin  Jaru@em
Whileaarthf ykingdorn arlaeandfan?

Wenotke  that in Northern larael there was no-
fished royaftine  auchaaexiated  in Judah. When Elahwaa
slain by Zimri, a 5-year period of civil war ensued. The
hiebrian gives theeefive yearato omri, evfdedybeoauea
hewasatrong enough tohavebeenomMerad king dur-
ing this period, TiMI beii merely an unawceadul com-
-. MwMMeas,  the factthat there waaaperiml  of
chaoaat thispoint inthehiatory oflsraal alertaus totha
possibility of other such periods later on. In fact, tradMo@
Bibfical chronology finds interregna during times of civil war
in+atar”~U~*n~
*- M. HKawbfam  weahalf havetoaddreaa
Whenwcome  to it.

The Aaa-Baaaha  Problem
Meanwhile, we have a curious problem during the reign

of Aaa. 2 Chronidea  16:1 states that “in the 38th year of
Ass’s reign, Baaaha king of farael came up agafnat  Judah.”
Theprobfem  withthiaverae iethat Baaahadiad inthe26th
yearof Aaa.

Tradiial BibIii chmofogem suggest that 2 Chmn-
ides 15:19 and 16:1 ShOUtd be trmdatd as fdfowa: “And
there waanomore waruntil the35th year of Aaa’sk/ng.
dom. In the 36th year of Ass’s kingdom, Baaaha  king of
Israel came up against Judah.” (The Habrew noun can
meaneither reign orkingdom.) They propose thatthaae
eventaare dated fromthe aplitbetwaen  thanorthem and
southern kingdoms, whii wuld be the beginning of Am’s
kingdom. That is, the kingdom of Judah woufd date frurn
thatevent, andatthe  preaenttirneitwae  Aaa’sklngdom.
Moreover, since Rehoboam and Abijam were bad kings,
thekingdom of JWahdid  not really come  iIltOitSCMIUiltil
Aaa’s reign. Additionally, and perhaps most importantly,
Aaahadjuat fadthenation  inacovenant  renewaf, ~
tiahing it. Thus, Judah waainaapedaf way Aaa’s  kingdom
at this time. The 35th and 36th yeara of Judah woukf be
the15th  and18th  yearaof  Asa’speraondre@n.

Thecriticiam ofthiaimerpmtatbn lsthatit  invohmaape-
dat pteading. Nowhere etee do we tmnafate the Hebrew
noun as “kingdom” instead of ‘rdgn.” The chmnicfer  no-
wharedee  dateafrom the beginning of the kingdomof
Judah. Why do so here?

In repty, trdtional chmoiogam point to 2 Chmnidea
22:2, whii says that Ahaziah was a “son of 42 yearn
when he began to reign,” oontradictlng 2 Kings 8:28, which

cametothe  throne  42yeara”sd  “hiagrandfather Omrf,
andaothe chronkler atthispf$i ntaeemato  bedathgthia
event fromthe beginning of@wl%thle.

C. F. Kdlinttisremarka  ontheae~ P=Wf=(~~
Kelt & D6Htzach  Otd Testament ~~.-) niain-
tains in both cases that the diacrep-  ,X ‘W be ao- ‘-

counted for as aaibal errom;  i.e., +%m thetranamMon  -
of the text of Chronidea. The 42 years of Ahazii ahoutd
be22yeara,  becauae  the Hebmwnumbem40  and20100k
aomawht alike. Siifarly, the35thand36fh yaaraof Asa
shoufd really be the 15th and 16th, because the Hebrew
numbemlOand 30tooksmewhat atike. This is of coma
apoaaiMe explanation, and we should notdiecount  it corm
pletefy. lf, howevar,  wecanexpfain  thetext  without resorF
ing to charges of acribal error, we should do so.

I think that the traditional B@Iii  chrondogiats are prob-
ablycorrect. Thechronikder wrote withaparticutar thao-
q~,tibwrotefofmwho-had
the bookof Kingain their posaeasion. Thus, when hetakes
_~,k*W~amaSOn.

ft is not hard to figure out that Ahaziah’s  42 years cany
us back to the first year of Ohwi’s kingdom, and there are
indications intheteXtthatt@  “ ~ ..wforus!o
doso. Ahaziah  wastdngof M%%%ZuMJ ~
totheline ofomriand  Ahab. Ttw text of2ChmnHea22
emphasizes that he was Omri’s gmat-grandaon through
Athatiah. Three times the text states that he took wunaef
only from thehouae of Ahab, anexpanaM of the infonna-
tionabout  himin2Kings 8. Anateypointa outthat Ahazfah
is dropped fmm the genealogy of Christ in Matthew 1. (Mar-
tin Anatey, Chronology of the Old Testament, p. 182.)
Thus, the chronicler wanta to position Ahaziah not so much
as a legitimate king of Judah but @mafily as an exte@on
of Omri’s evil reign into Judah, and as a precursor of
Athafiah.

And neither is it hafd to believe that 2 Chronicles 15:19 -
and 16:1 refer to the 35th and 36th years of the kingdom
of Judah =yearsof Aaa’skingdom.  The dlronider has
just finished a long acoount  (two chapters)  of Ass’s good-
neaaand reforma. Now, however, Asa fails intodn and
idofaW. He brfngathe  kingdom hto&treas  aaareauft,
and receives the judgment of God. From thii point on, his
kingdom suffers wars (2 chron”~  16:9).

The book of Kings tells us that in the last haff of Sofo-
rnon’s reign, the united kingdom suffered wars because of
3otom@s 6in. Ha fetl into sin shmtfy  after he cOmpfeted
and dediited  the Tempte. Similarfy, right after Aaa fin-
ished restoring the Temple and the people had renewed
their covenant withthe Lord(2ChmnWaa 15), Aa6 fen into
sin and brought tribulation upon the nation of Judah. Thus,
it is not strange that the chronicler should date these
events not in terms of Aaa’s pefsonal reign but in, tams
of thekingdo  moverwhi i$leapreddad.

Regardless of how we interpret this particular problem,
however, the overall chronology is dew No matter when
thewarwith  Baaahatook  ptace, Asa reigned 41 yeara,
from A.M. 3050-3090.
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