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A study of desolating sacrileges, or abominations of

desoiation, in the Bible wiil show that they are committed
by God’s peopie, not by aliens. They are committed by
priests, those who have special access to God. Desolating
sacrileges are acts of defilance and rebeiiion, that is,
idolatry, committed by God’s priests right before His fact.
Such acts provoke God to desolate His sanctuary and bring
in an army to waste it.

We can ook first at Exodus 32, where we see Aaron
make the golden caif. The resuit is judgment upon the

peopie, and God moves outside the camp (Ex. 33). Moses

et

has to woo Him back, and finally He returns to the midst

1 Samuel 2-4 record the first full example of
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desolating sacrilege. The two evil sons of Eli steal G
th

{
[

-

v
=
)
3

.

¢

o Q

J
&
o |
=
1]
"
&
w

|
s

& &
]
-
P @
A
-
=
8
)
=]
=]
"
3
i
(4]
]
=r -
]
2
r
w
]
©

0w
p 8
=]
<

[

~—d
a3
[ ]

»
[
[£

.
(
b
¢
[
¢
§
[
[
-
o
¢
»
¢

—_—

BB
o &

-—n GCure o O SN A o V. % 4 - . W W o . . WR W
EANELAE N A& N A N &g R EAS QORI F O & O V.7
B EBLE BN iR B [ el B § BIiQIS BS § Bf& ) 4
‘ FAENALAE EE ./.u8 a .N F' @ Slwie FE @ FE - =
r AVAREFAR IEN_J4A AR 1 N JA AAL S A S VI AINI 1 A
nl Nan £ Tomeac B Thadae 100& Tomezame TO0L
VWUke VAARy LVUs & \Cya S D. JO1GaL, 1770 J ualy, 1779
ArQiii€i. K1SIONICAl & LiilONoi0giCa1 L oIl (ALY) B
by James B. Jordan
22. Antiochus IV Epiphanes and the comes toward the end of the priestly period, but after it the
Desolating Sacrilege people stiil worship in a semi-desolated Tabernacle. The
(Daniel 11:21-35) second comes right at the end of the kingly period.
(continued from last month) When we move to the iatter days, we have the same

pattern. The period when Israel es as priests to the
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nations runs from Cyrus to Jesus. The desolating sacriiege

committed by
resuits in God’s abandoning the tempie and bringing in
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Antiochus to punish the Jews. All of this was punishment

Menelaus, supported by many of the Jews,

SwETwiERRee b

for the transgressors who had filled up their cup of wrath

(Dan. 8:23). After that time, though the Maccabees restore
the Temple, yet a fuil restoration never takes place. No
Zadokite is installed as high priest. It should be clear that
the Temple is not reaily restored untii the King comes,
Jesus the greater Solomon, and buiids a new Tempie by
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(Hasidim, Pharisees) and favored the apostate liberals
managed with Syrian help to retake Jerusalem from
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The last desolating sacrilege was committed in the
briefly state what seems to me to be the case. Jesus was
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at the altar during the Feast of Tabernacles, the worship-
pers pelted him with citrons and shouted insults. Josephus
says that he turned his guards on the pilgrims and mur-
dered about 6000 of them. During his reign, many dropped
out of Judea altogether and became anabaptistic communal-
ists, forming the Essenes. Eventually the zealot wing of the
Pharisees revolted, but eventually were suppressed. After
this, Jannaeus’s persecution of the Pharisces intensified.
On one occasion he crucified 800 of his orthodox oppo-
nents in the sight of a banquet party given by Jannaeus for
his followers and concubines. While the men died on the
cross, Jannaeus had their wives and children brought in an
butchered before their eyes. This was done not by Nero
but by the high priest of Israel. Alexander Jannaeus died
in 76 BC and left his wife Alexandra to rule in his place.
Salome (Shalom-Zion) Alexandra (76-67 BC) ruled
wisely and favored the Pharisees. Her brother was a

prominent Pharisee leader and theologian. Her son Hyr- -

canus II, a Pharisee discipled by his uncle and a man
without ambition other than service, was as high priest.
The Sadducees were in disfavor, and some of those
involved in murdering Pharisees during the reign of
Jannaeus were themselves put to death. As soon as Alexan-
dra died, however, the Sadducees joined with Hyrcanus’s
brother Aristobulus II, a military commander, and moved
against Hyrcanus and the Pharisees. Since the Pharisees
did not believe in political action and were not well
equipped for combat, Aristobulus readily became high
priest (67-63 BC).

Hyrcanus eventually began to fear that Aristobulus
would move to have him killed and removed himself to
Petra in the kingdom of the Nabatacans. At this time
Antipater, father of Herod the Great, was governor of
Idumea and Aretas III was king of the Nabatacans. Both
men disliked having a strong military commander as ruler
of Judea. Thus, they importuned and finally prevailed upon
Hyrcanus to accept their help and attack Jerusalem. The
result was a bloody civil war between the forces of
Aristobulus II and Hyrcanus II. Both sides appealed to
Rome, with whom Judea had been engaged off and on
since the time of Simon Hashmon, and in 63 BC, Pompey
arrived to take charge. Pompey decided in favor of
Hyrcanus and he became high priest again (63-40 BC),
while Antipater of Idumea was made governor of Judea.

Once Antipater took over, he and Herod after him
appointed high priests at will. With the death of Herod,
appointment of high priests fell to the Roman governors.
After the death of Herod Agrippa I, in AD 44, appointment
of high priests was given by the emperor Claudius to
Herod king of Chalcis, who passed it to his son Herod
Agrippa II, who maintained the right until AD 66, when
Jerusalem was invested. In these events, the high priest-
hood came to its ultimate external degradation. The venali-
ty of the men holding this office, including those who put
Jesus and James to death, displayed its even greater moral

degradation.

23. Herod, the Willful King
(Daniel 11:36-45)

Daniel 11:36-45 has long been a puzzle for commen-
tators. It speaks of "the king," his character and his
doings. The events described here don’t fit the life of
Antiochus, and thus few have tried to make it out to be
him. Also, v. 21 says that the honor of kingship did not
really belong to him, and except for v. 27, he is not
referred to by that title. Additionally, Antiochus was, if
anything, the king of the North, but the Willful King
winds up in conflict with the king of the North in v. 40
and troubled by rumors from the North in v. 44.

Naturally, the anti-Roman interpreters applied these
verses to Roman Catholicism, taking their cue from verse
37, which says that the king does not regard the desire of

--women, which they referred to clerical celibacy. Futurists

feel comfortable popping these verses to the end of history,
which goes along with their misinterpretation of 12:1-3,
which they also refer to the end of history. Others have
said that at this point Daniel 11 simply moves into general-
ities that do not involve specific predictions, but this
hardly fits the detailed character of the statements found
here.

For Calvin, the king here is the succession of Roman
emperors, who as the Second Little Horn, usurped some of
the ten-fold power of Rome. Calvin makes a good stab at
it, but I think his view ultimately founders on Daniel 7:23-
25. The ten horns of the Roman beast are not the various
powers of Rome but ten (or many) provinces/kingdoms of
the Roman empire. The Second Little Horn is different
from the others and winds up ruling three (a few) of the
ten areas. This sounds very much like a non-Roman power
within the Roman empire. Moreover, Rome would, if
anything, be the king of the North, but as mentioned
above, the Willful King is clearly not the same as the King
of the North.

In fact, the Willful King seems rather clearly to be

B ;snloned between the North and the South. Philip Mauro,

and before him the Scottish exegete James Farquharson,
urged that this person is Herod the Great, and possibly the
line of Herods thereafter. Mauro, The Seventy Weeks and
the Great Tribulation (Swengel, PA: Reiner Pubs., 1944).
Mauro’s exegesis makes far more sense than anyone else’s,
and thus I present a refinement of it here.

Ultimately, the question boils down to what fits best.
We take this passage and the description of the Second
Little Horn, and we compare them with the Caesars and
with Herod. We also compare the general redemptive-
historical context with each. Then we see which fits the
best. 1 submit that Herod fits the best.

Our procedure will be as before, to take up these
verses seriatim and then comment on the meaning of the
passage as a whole.
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