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Rumor #213: Rushdoony Has Gone Unitarian

One of the problems in running a movement, or a subdivision of a movement, is that
negative rumors continually assault you. The old quip that an evil rumor circles the globe
three times before the truth makes it to the front gate is indicative of the problem.

The latest rumor is that Rushdoony either has turned Unitarian (Arian) or is about to.
This rumor is based on letters appearing in Christian News, a conservative Lutheran tabloid.
The editor, Herman Otten, is m the source of this rumor. He publishes letters written by
many people, and at least two of these letters made the Rushdoony-Arianism connection.

There is a reason why they made this connection. I dealt with this reason in my
‘August 1, 1994 letter~o~ristian -j which was published. 1 have~e~i@dtitEdT-on  the-” “
back of this letter. The problem is, bad rumors circle the globe; clarifications don’t. Add to
this the fact that Rushdoony’s policy is never to reply in print to accusations, whether true or
false, and the problem gets worse. Christian Reconstructionism gets tarred and feathered.

The problem began when Rushdoony appointed Dolly Flanagan the Managing Editor
of the Chalcedon Report in April, 1993. She had been Dolly Thoburn  until she divorced
David Thobum, Rushdoony’s former book publisher, and took back her maiden name. The
announcement of this appointment coincided with the Virginia court’s grant of her no-fault
divorce. In 1992, Rushdoony had created a new house church under his authority as a
minister when she had trouble getting her membership transferred from her church in
Virginia, which had opposed her divorce. He accepted her as a member.

As soon as she was made Managing Editor (her first full-time job), she accepted for
publication a series of essays by a married pair of unknown authors. In mid-1994, the pair
went public in Christian News regarding their commitment to Arianism.

Trinitarian critics immediately responded. They referred to the Rushdoony
comection. (People must monitor Chalcedon Report very carefully. ) This was a convenient
way to tar and feather Rushdoony and Christian Reconstruction. But these two Arian authors
had never suggested in their Chalcedon essays that they were Arians. Still, they had been
able to get Chalcedon to launch their public careers. This remains a problem.

A few months ago, Dolly Flamgan took her four children (one had returned to their
father in Virginia) and departed from the newly created Chalcedon Church and the town of
Vallecito. Rushdoony immediately appointed her mother as the new Managing Editor of
Chalcedon  Repoti.

So, should the rumor of Rushdoony’s Unitarianism come your way, please call it to a
halt before it circles the world again. Rushdoony is not turning Unitarian. Chalcedon has
not gone Arian. Chalcedon has a continuing staffing problem, but not a Unitarian problem.



F~$ ) “Bright Lights.++,<“ . Attract Large Bugs”
Peter Gilquist, an editor with Thomas

T
, r,,., elson Sons, told me that about ten years
}: go. I have never forgotten it. It raises the
irage-old problem of guilt by association.
.WOU cannot always be sure who is behind
you in the trenches. I was reminded of it by
the exchange of letters for and against
Harold and Donna Kupp.

In the June 20,1994, issue of Christian
News (p. 19), the Kupps announced their
commitment to Arianism, the ancient her-
esy that denies the Trinity and affkms
that the son of God was created, i.e., is not
co-equal with the Fathtx and the Holy
Spirit. The Christian Church historically
has been united on very little, but in its
total opposition to Arianism, the Church
has remained firm since the mid-fourth
century. There has been universal agree-
ment in all branches of the Church:
Arianism is the representative heresy in
the history of the Church.

It is a waste of anyone’s time to enter
into serious th.dogical  debate with a pair
of obscure heretics like the Kupps. The
theological issue they raise was settled
institutionally long ago. What does con-
cern me is that they first gained public
exposure in the pages of the Chalcedon
Report. This magazine is issued by the
Chalcedon Foundation, established by R.
J. Rushdoony in the mid-1960’s.

The Rushdoony-Kupp  connection has
been referred to at least twice in Chris
tian News. It is Mr. Rushdoony’s  lifelong
policy never to respond in print to allega
tions against him, whether true or false,
He will remain silent. But readersofChris”
tian Newo should understand that the
KuppIs  never identified themselves a~
Arians in the pages of the Chaicedom
Report.

JThey wrote a W.. s of brief, intemper-
ate tirades for the magazine, but
Rushdoony  was not the editor at the time.
In April, 1993, three months before the
Kupps’ first essay appeared, he turned
the Managing Editor post over to a newly
divorced woman who had never attended
college and had never written anything
for publication. She had left her husband
in late 1991, taking their five children
with her. (One of them soon returned to
live with his father.) Her husband had
protested, and their church had protested,
so she quit the church and joined
Rushdoony’s newly-created (early 1992)
home church. (For the first time in over
two decades, Rushdoony and his family
again began taking the Lord’s Supper in a
local church.) She had never before held a
job. (Her mother is a 30-year supporter of
Chalcedon who lives in the tightly knit
little patriarchal community that Mr.
Rushdoony has assembled over the years.)
This inexperienced woman, suffering from
the turmoil of the breakdown of her mar-
riage, was officially in charge of the deci-
sion regarding who gained access ta the
Chalcedon Report.

A few weeks ago, she quit the job, gath-
ered her four children, and Ie!l the com-
munity. Rushdoony immediately ap-
pointed her mother to edit the Chaicedon
Report. (Her mother is a gourmet cook,
but unfortunately has had no prior experi-
ence in editing.)

Rushdoonyis no Arian. His book, Foun-
dations of Social Orde~ Studies in
the Creeds and Councils of the Early
Church (1968), is an eloquent and schol-
arly defense of Trinitarianism and its so-
cial implications. While it is true that the
Kupps did publish their essays through
Chalcedon,  there was no way for
Rushdoony to have known what they be-
lieved about the Trinity. Their pathetic

little essays were notable for ~.-~m theo-
logical amateurishness. Rushdoonyshould
have never allowed them to be published
a second time, after their silly defense of
“lone rangers” who leave the institutional
church and attack it, ” ‘Hi Yo Silver!’”: The
Lone Ranger Writes Again” (July, 1993).
Sadly, this has also been Rushdoon~s
view of the church ever since he resigned
fmm the ministry in the Orthodox Presby-
terian Church in 1970. But Rushdoony by
1993 was not really in charge of what went
into the magazine.

In recent years, as he has grown older
(he was born in 1916) and increasingly
deaf’, he has tended to hand over much of
Chalcedon’s operations to inexperienced
people without any theological training.
Nevertheless, his demonstrably poorjudg-
ment in this regard is not a legitimate
reason for implying that he is in any way
an Arian or a promoter of Arians. I doubt
seriously that essays by the Kupps will
ever again see the light of day in the
Chalcedon Report.
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