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and New Testaments [Eerdmans, 1948]; Meredith G. Kline,
Images of the Spirit [Baker Book House, 1980].)

Il. Baalism, Then and Now

We today tend to think of idolatry in general, and Baalism
in particular, as far removed from our lives. We can’t imagine
what it must be like to be so primitive, so gauche, as to bow
down and worship gods of wood and stone. Modern men
may not be Christians, but at least they aren’t so rude as to
be idolaters. Jordan argues, however, that Baalism is very
close indeed to the worldview of modern, sophisticated
paganism (humanism): “In essence it was the ascription of
power to Nature: The universe has within it the force of life.
The world as we know it is the result of the union of the ulti-
mate male and female principles of the universe, which may
be called Baal and Ashtaroth (or Astartes). . .. Canaanite
philosophers believed, of course, that these ultimate forces
were impersonal, and that their union was not sexual; but
the common people preferred to think of the matter
mythically. The sun god copulated with the original mud of
the world, and the animals and man resulted. How does
such a myth differ from a more sophisticated expression of
the same principle, such as can be found in any 20th cen-
tury high school textbook? Once, we are told, there was a
vast primordial sea. Then one day, sparked by sunlight, an
organic molecule appeared, which evolved to become our
present world. A ‘male’ principle, sunlight, inseminates a
‘female’ principle, the primordial sea, and life is born. . . .

“Thus, the heart of ancient Baalism was secular human-
ism. Secular humanism says that the universe is self-
creating, so that Nature is ultimate (this being the ‘secular
aspect). Secular humanism also teaches that man is the lord
of Nature, and that man must rule over (stimulate) Nature
(this being the ‘humanism’ aspect)” (pp. 35ff.).

Worship: Christian and Pagan, Ancient and Modern

Surely Jordan is exaggerating. After all, modern human-
ists don't literally bow down to some idol of Nature; to call
humanists “idolaters” and “Nature-worshipers” is merely a bit
of metaphorical excess, is it not? Jordan answers: “Let the
reader, however, consider whether he as a Christian ever lit-
erally bows down to his God. How many Protestant
churches that have kneelers has the reader ever been in?
Do Protestants show their respect for the King of kings by at
least standing for prayer, or do they pray sitting down, a
posture nowhere encountered in Scripture for prayer? If
modern Christians have no more respect for their God than
to-address—Him-sitting ; shoutd-we-expect the
modern Baalists to bow down to Nature? Ancient man bow-
ed before his god, whether it was Nature (Baalism) or the
Creator (YHWH). Modern man does not bow before his god,
whether Nature (Humanism) or the Creator (Christ).

“Similarly, for ancient man, the heart of religious exercise
was adoration, worship, prostration, sacrament (a fellowship
meal with the god). This was true of Israel before the Lord,
and of the Canaanites before Baal. And this is the Biblical
view of worship: Preaching/proclamation is the Word from
God, which leads to a response of adoration, prostration,
sacrament. The modern Christian, however, sees the heart
of worship as entertainment (from a choir and an entertain-
ing preacher) or as philosophical meditation (from a schol-
arly preacher). The sermon, instead of leading into worship,
has become itself the climax of worship. And, just as the
modern Christian view of worship is not much more than stu-
dying doctrine, so the modern humanist worships his god in
the same way. We don’t see humanists bowing down to their
gods, but we do see them studying them, lecturing about
them, writing books about them. And we don't see Christians
bowing down to the Lord either, but we do see them studying
Him, preaching about Him, and writing books about Him.

PREFACE-3

“Thus, there is indeed a big difference between ancient
religions and modern man. Ancient man primarily worship-
ped his gods, while modern man primarily studies his” (pp.
34t.).

“No Such Thing as Nature”

“The details of the Baal cult are not of much importance
to us now. It is the underlying philosophy of Baalism which is
regnant in American education and life today, and which is
taught in the science departments of almost all Christian col-
leges today, and not just in science departments either.
Scripture teaches that God sustains life directly, not indi-
rectly. There is no such thing as Nature. God has not given
any inherent power of development to the universe as such.
God created the universe and all life by immediate actions,
not by mediate processes. When God withdraws His Breath
(which is the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life), death fol-
lows immediately (Gen. 7:22). The idea that God wound up
the universe and then let it run its course, so that there is
such a thing as Nature which has an intrinsic power, is
Deism, not Christianity. Theistic evolution is Deism, not
Christianity. To the extent to which the processes of Nature
replace the acts of God in any system, to that extent the sys-
tem has become Baalistic” (pp. 371.).

“Because of the influence of neo-Baalism (secular hu-
manism) in our modern culture, we tend to think that God,
when He made the world, installed certain ‘natural laws’ or
processes that work automatically and impersonally. This is
a Deistic, not a Christian, view of the world. What we call
natural or physical law is actually a rough approximate gen-
eralization about the ordinary activity of God in governing
His creation. Matter, space, and time are created by God,
and are ruled directly and actively by Him. His rule is called
‘law.’ God almost always causes things to be done the same
way, according to covenant regularities (the Christian equiv-
alent of natural laws), which covenant regularities were es-
tablished in Genesis 8:22. Science and technology are pos-
sible because God does not change the rules, so man can
confidently explore the world and learn to work it. Such con-
fidence, though, is always a form of faith, faith either in
Nature (Baal) and natural law, or faith in God and in the trust-
worthiness of His commitment to maintain covenant regular-
ities” (p. 102).

Miracles and “the Laws of Nature”

“The religion of the Bible is a religion-philosophy that
ascribes all events to personal actions on the part of per-
sonal, aceountable-agents {God; angels, and-men), as we
have seen. The eternally active Triune God brings all things
to pass through His eternal activity, not through the estab-
lishment of impersonal processes. Baalism, on the other
hand, is a religion-philosophy that ascribes all events to im-
personal processes on the part of impersonal forces, which
may be mythologized as gods and goddesses” (p. 128)..

“What are miracles? The Deistic view of miracle sees it
as a disruption of the processes of nature that God estab-
lished at the creation. A proper Christian view of miracle
sees it as God’s acting in a way different from the way He
usually acts. God does not ‘set aside the physical laws’ in
miracles, for there are no such laws or processes to set
aside. The importance of miracles in Scripture is that they
pointedly demonstrate that God is the eternally active God,
and that the universe is not a self-sustaining process. Mira-
cles refute Baalism, whether Pantheistic (the universe as self-
originating) or Deistic (God created it, and left it to itself)” (p.
129).

“Our modén philosophy of process makes us hesitant
about taking matters of our daily life to God in prayenr. It is as
easy for God to keep my car running as it is for Him to let it
run down. When we see that God is active in everything, our
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The story of Judges is largely a tale of Israel's com
promises with Baalism and her consequent judgments at
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